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ADVERTISEMENT. 



^T feems abfolutely necdlafy to make Jbme 
^ tLpciogy for the delay t^ the publication 
^ of this work, after having fo long ago 

* promifed it to the public ; and to ac* 
count for Its being at prefent fmbliOiM) incotnpJear. 
Our fifft intent was to give only the manual, exercife, 
with the exf^nations j and an introduftion, contain- 
ing a ibon biftory of exercife, and our reafom for the 
ahcratioQS which we had made : we ^erwirds en- 
larged oor plan, thinking it would be of no fmali 
ufe to our Cheers, to give them feme dirc^ions as to- 
the manner of teaching the exercife, marching, wheel- 
ing* and excrciiiDg by finale a»npames } and alfti to 
&nA » plan for the exercife of the whole battalion in 
V^hhAin-week. This led us in^o a much greater de- 
tail than we were at 5rft jiware oi -, and the work Was 
only fketched out, and fcarcely dead coloured, when 
we loft the firfl: promoter, and I may fay the life and 
foul of our undertaking •, who was called abroad, to 
prove the reality of his truly noble and patriot fpirit, in 
adiftantanddangcrousfervice. Thccaredientrffinilh- 
; ing and publifhing this work, devolved chiefly on me j- 
but my own very infirm ftatc of health, and ourcc^i- 
tinual avocations in attending the exercife of the com- 
panies of militia, joine'd to unexpefted and unavoida- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

ble impediments from the prefs ; rendered it impoffib'c 
for us to get it ready for publication fo foon as we in- 
tended : And our being immediately after the Whit- 
fun- week exercife was over, ordered out into atftual- 
fervice, has been an invincible obftacle to- our com- 
pleating the third part, relating to the exercife of the 
whola battaliop, .the .firings, evolutions, £5?r . in the 
manner we could have wifhed. For this realpn we 
have chofen to poftpone it for the prefent, and give 
only the two firft parts ; which having by experience 
found to be ufeful, we may venture to rec^ommend,' 
to the militia officers of fuch counties, as chufe 
to adopt our plan of exercife and difcipline : though 
we propofe publifhrng the third part alfo, with all 
convenient fpeed : and we hope that the experience 
which we (hall gain by having our men togcttter, and 
by exercifmg almoft daily in battalion, will enable us 
to correft, and make it much more perfeft than we 
at • firft were capable of doing ; efpecially as weiiavc 
at prefent, the advantage of frequent opportunities 
of feeing two regimefTts *r j^ftly celebrated for the ex> 
cellency and exaftnefs of their difcipline; whofe officers 
with the moftopen and engaging politenefsimagin^ib^e;. 
are always ready to communicate to us, whatever ia- 
formation we are defirous of having ; and to alBft tis> 
with their advice and iriftrudlion. 
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D E D I C AT ION. 



TO THE 



Right Honourable the 

Earl of Shaftesbury, 



^/ AND 



The other Noble Lords, 

Who have exerted themfelves in their re- 
fpedive Counties, as Lord-Lieute- 

, NANTSjin the Execution of the Mi- 
LiTiA Act. 

My Lord, 

YOUR Lordlhip and the other illuftrious per- 
fonages, to whom this little volume is ad- 
dreffed, will, I flatter myfelf, find no impropriety 
in its claiming your confideration, and afpiring to 
your patronage. The work (fuch as it is) fprings 
from the zeal of fome friends to a national militia, 
in the county of Norfolk, who confiding in the irre- 
fiftible principle of the meafure, and the general 
fentiments of that independent county, have been 
greatly inftru mental in carrying it into execution, 
in fpite of every obftacle which the pride and envy 
Part I. . A of 
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cf particular men could fuggeft, or the violence an(f 
artifice of their agents could pradtife againft it. As 
nothing could more effedlually promote the fuccefs 
of this meafure in general, than a communication 
between the feveral counties •, whereby each will fee 
what has been done in the other, and judge what 
is worth adopting; my worthy friend, the author 
of this little work, has charged me with the manner 
of introducing it to your Lordfhips, knowing that 
I have the honour of being acquainteed with many 
of you J and I embrace, wkh pleafure, the opportu- 
nity which it affords me, of thus publickly acknow- 
ledging my juft and grateful veneration, as anEng- 
lifhman, for the truly noble and patriot part, whichr 
your Lordlhips have a6ted upon this occafiorx : re- 
calling fo fully to our minds the antient fpirit, in- 
dependence, and fplendor of our Britifli nobility. 

However fbamefuUy backward a part of thi$ 
kingdom ftill appears, in refolving whether it will 
owe its prefervation to itfelf, or delegate a circum- 
ftance of fo much happirnefs and honour to fortui- 
tous and inadequate refourcesj yet, my Lords, the 
progrefs which the militia has made in thefe coun- 
ties, where your Lordfhips perfonal dignity and fa- 
mily influence attended it, no longer leaves the moft 
prejudiced caviller an opportunity of denying its 
pradiicability as to the civil part of the bill; the 
common people having feen their error, and th^ 
views of their lafl year's inflruftors ; and the meet- 
ings for the ballot being now attended with volun- 
teers inflead of rioters. Our military jfceptics now 
diredl their whole tirallerie againft the inilitary part 
of the aft ) to obviate, therefore, the pbje&ions oti^ 
this fide, a worthy gentlenian of J»JorfoJk, thougb 
BO regular bred foldier, nor the ofFspriftg of the 
parade, kas endeavoured to prove,* how cafily an- 
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•healthy robuft countryman, or a refolute mcchanle, 
may be taught the ufe of arms ; and how very at* 
tainable that de^ee of military knowledge is, which 
will enable a country gentleman to command a pla- 
toon : confequently that, under proper encourage^ 
ment, it is very poflible for this kingdom (the con- 
ftant rival of the tnoft powerful nation in the world, 
and engaged often for its own fake to defend the li- 
berties of others j to eftablifli fo numerous and per- 
manent a force, as may enable it all times to a(5l 
with fuperiority abroad, without endangering its own 
fefety or liberties at home. Such Undoubtedly may 
be the confcquence of inftrudling, to a certain de- 
gree, the body of the nation in the ufe of arms j 
for if the common people be made only half foldiers, 
and the gentlemen by a certain degree of applica- 
tion become only half officers ; yet by a timely mul- 
tiplication of the number of militia, as well as by 
the rotation prefcribed by the aft, and that further 
additional difcipline which would refult, from the 
militia's being put into a£lual fervice, previous to an 
invafion; this country will have a better fecurity 
Ugainft the calamities of war, than any other in the 
world, Switzerland alone excepted : which, as your 
Lordfliips well know, though fituated in the midft 
lof all the ambitious and turbulent powers in Europe, 
is the only one which maintains its territorities free 
and undiihirbed. How aflonifhing is it then, my 
JLords, that notwithftanding hiftory, the experience 
of our own times, and the prefent fhocking fccne 
in Europe, inconteftably prove, that, if numbers with- 
out difcipline avail but little, fo difcipline without 
great fuperiority in point of number, and great inr 
tetior refources of defence, is equally ineflfedual for 
the protedion of a great and opulent country ; I fay, 
my Lords, how aflonifhing is it, that there fhould 
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be men, whofe rank and knowledge fhould put tHeni 
above fuch prejudices •, who maintain that, in a na- 
tion circumftanced like this, a militia is dangerous ; 
fometimes that' it is imprafticable. Even of your 
Lordfliips order, fome who once raifed a body of 
men not totally unlike a militia, are now become fo 
very military, as to afFeft to defpife it •, imagining, 
perhaps, that the fafety of Britain would again, under 
fuch dreadful circumftances, be better trufted to 
troops of their dependents, raifed on a fudden *, 
than to that general effort, which it i-s but reafonable 
to expeft from the whole nation, when armed in its 
own defence : a refource, which has been ever found 
to anfwer, even in nations far inferior to the Britilh 
in natural courage. But, my Lords, if thofe who 
remember the difgrace and diftradtion of the year 
1745, have not yet learned to wifh for fome farther 
fecurity at home, at a time when we muft fend forth 
the greateft part of our armies for the proteftion of 
our colonies, or the fupport of our allies-,. I will not 
flatter myfelf, that 1 jfhall be able to prevail with 
them. Nor can I expeft better fuccefg, from ad- 
dreffing thofe who have drawn no inftruftions of this 
kind from the events of the year 1756 •, little infe- 
rior to the former in terror and difgrace, though 
arifing fiom a different caufe : for then, our whole 
force being detained at home through real or ima- 
gined danger, our enemies had nearly over-nm all 
our c( clonics ; Minorca fell, Great-Britain imported 
a for ij.n army for her proteftion, and her flag and 
charafter funk into the lowefl: contempt. What 
was the juflification made ufe of in thofe days.^ Was 
it not our defencelefs ftate at home ? Let me afk^ 
has care been taken to provide for that defeft, fhould 
the events of war (which no man can command^ 
brfng back that fccne ? or is our prefent fecurity, in the 

midfl 



• DEoi cation; 

midft of our fuccefs, owing to any thing, bot the 
vigorous meafures (unknown in thofc days I have 
mentioned) refulting from the fmgular intrepidity of 
an eminent individual ? The utility of a general mi- 
litia, with refpeft to every operation, is felf-evident. 
Would you make a diverfion on the coaft of France,' 
or a real impreffion ? If the former, make two, 
with ten thoufand men each, you will fcarcely meet 
an enemy in both places. If you mean a real im- 
preffion, fecond your fifft by fending ten thoufand 
men more, and you will not be obliged to retire 
with precipitation in a few days to your ftiips. In 
either cafe, their grand army is more likely to 
detach, of, not detaching, muft abandon their 
country to your fuperiority. If we would fupport 
Prince Ferdinand, as the means of bringing the war 
to a Ihort iffue ; who, in that cafe, had not rather 
fee him at the head of an ofFenfive, than a defen- 
five force ? This, as well as every other operation^ 
will receive ftrength and activity by the eftablifhment 
of that mealure which renders us fafe at home : And 
upon the reduftion of our regular forces, in con- 
fequence of a peace -, a militia is the only eftablifli- 
ment, which can procure to us an ability of do- 
ing ourfelves juftice at firft, upon a recommence- 
ment of hoftilities; inftead of being infuked for 
three years whilft we are getting ready for war. 

Tl^ advantages of this fituation are too numerous^ . 
for me now to attempt to illuftrate : I have already 
digrefTed too far, and Ihall only recur to that part 
of my fubjeft, from which, for your Lordfhips fake, 
I wiih I had not deviated. 

It will be proper, my Lords, that I fhould affure 
you, that 1 have feen this fhort and eafy exercife 
taught and executed with thcgreateft fuccefs. I have, 
myfelf, made a gentleman perfeftly matter of it in 

two 
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'two or three mornings, fo as to perform it -with 
grace and fpirit* Our militia men learn it in fc^ 
ven or eight days, fome of them in lefs time. Werfi 
1 to enter into any defcription of it, I fhould anti- 
cipate the following fheets 5 but it is incumbent 
upon me to declare, that I have a very fmall fliarc 
in the compofition ; the chief part of it being the 
refult of a very aftive mind, and military turn in 
my worthy friend -, which proves how deep a man 
of parts may penetrate into any fcience, without 
having firft gone through the regular degrees, fo 
often efteemed by pedants the eflential parts of a 
man's educati(Mi. My friend is much lefs indebt^^ 
cd to me than to our adjutant, Mr. Mowatti 
who, being efteemed a very good one in th-e army^ 
is an authority, which I beg leave to avail myfelf of> 
with fcrupulous men of his profeflion, in favour of 
the work. It is impoffible for me to me to con- 
clude this dedication to your Lordfhips (the firft^ 
indeed, I ever wrote) without acknowledging that 
afliftance, which the militia has in general received 
from the gentlemen in the army ; not only from the 
patronage of two very worthy Lord^ of high rank, 
both as to their civil and military ftations : (one of 
which appervred the firft among its advocates in the 
houfe of commons, the other. in the houfe of peeris ;) 
but firom the harmony and good-willj^with which 
the military gentlemen have co-operated with the 
militia, in fevcnal counties. I wifh their example 
had been more generally imitated. The quarter 
from which the difficulties to the militia arife, is but 
too manifeft : had half the zeal been ihewri in ma*- 
ny counties for carrying it into execution^ which is 
exerted in an eleftion, its fuccefs had not now been 
limited to twelve or fifteen counties only. However* 
my Lordsj under all the difcouragements which thi$ 
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national aft has met with, through flights, delays, 
and cvafions, on the pares of thofe, whofc duty it 
vrsLS to execute this law, with that zeal which be- 
comes every good and faithful magiflrate ; it muft, 
ncverthelefs, derive too much ftrcngth from your 
Lordfliips countenance and authority, to fail at laft : 
on the contrary, as we fee it walks alone, having 
from the goodnefs of its conftitution furvived 
rtuch unnatural treatment ; to the joy of every 
good EngUflimanj and not a little, I believe, to the 
aftonifliment of fome of its good nurfes and guar- 
dians ; we may now venture to flatter ourfelves it 
will live to full maturity, and become a moft ufe- 
ful part of the confl:itution. That this may be the 
event, and diat your Lordfliips may all of you 
long enjoy every blefling, which honeft and emi- 
nent members of a community deferve, is th e fin- 
cere wifli of one who has the honour to be, with the 
moft perfeft refpefi; and efteem. 



il^ LORDS^ 



■ \ 



Tour Lord/bip moft obedient anl 



\ M 



faithful bumhk Servant^ 



GEO. TOWNSHEND, 
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INTRODUCTION. 




^^"5Mi H E title of an exercife coropofed for the 
T ^ militia of the count/ of Norfolk, miift. 



M 



^wTu;^ ho doubt, appear extraordinary to a. great 
sLJCJ^Ji many, who will naturally afk, why the 
militia Ihould not le^rn and pradife the fame exer- 
cife with that which is at prefent in ufe among the 
regular forces? 

We have, therefore, thought it^neceflary to pre- 
fix to this little work an introduSion, in which we 
Ihall give a Ihort hiftory of the origin and pro- 
grefs of that part of the art military, which is more 
particularly termed exercife v endeavour to fhew the 
Utility of it, and the ' principles on which it is 
founded ; and point out in what the defefts or 
excellencies of any exercife confift ; and, in the notes 
which we (hall add .to the explanations of the fe- 
veral words of command- in the Manual Exercife, 
we (hall explain the particular ufes of them ; and 
Ihew in twhatrx manner, and forr>5vhat reafons, we 
have varied frorti, iand * altft-ed • Ihat which is now 
praftifed by the regular forces. 
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• # 

To cb this completely, and to enter into all 
the details and nice difquifitions that the fubjedt 
admits of, Avotild be a moft curious and ufeful 
work ; requiring great abilities, an exrenfive read- 
ing, and a thorough knowledge, not only of hif- 
tory both ancient and modern, but likewife of all 
the aurtlors who have wrote on military affairs. The 
limits of our preface will confine us to a few gene- 
ral hints and curfory remarks ; however, that our 
military readers (if any fuch ihould do us the ho- 
nour to perufe our work) may fee, that we have 
not been deficient in confulting the beft authorities, 
for the fafts that we advance, and the principles 
which we cftablilb, we fhall, in the margin of each 
page, refer to authors, of the greateft repute oa 
tniTitary aflairs ; by whofc opinions "we have 
been guided, and whofe fentiments we have a- 
dopted. 

It is UAivcr&lly allowed, that the Greeks and the 
Romans carried the art of war to a greater degree 
of perfe&ion than any other people in their days^ and 
indeed the beft judges feem to be agreed, that thef 
have fcarcely been equalled by any of the moderns. 
By what appears from the authors who have treated 
of their difcipline, we cannot find that they had what 
we call a Manual Exerciie. The Grecian order of 
the phidanx, whofc whole ftrength confifted in be- 
ing clofely united and in perfeft order, required that 
they fhould be ftridtly exad: in their marching and 
evolutions •, and thefe points were what they chiefly 
attended to, and praftiled in their exercife : as may 
be feen in -3EKan, who has alfo given us their words -^Uan, chap, 
of command •, from which it appears, that the clof- ^*^' 
ing, opening, and doubling their ranks and files, 
together with the different facings and wheelings, 
^nd the various methods of changing their front 
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X INTRODUCTION. 

by counter marches, conftituted almoft the whole 

of it (i.). 
Vegctia8,lib. i. The exercife of the Roman foldiers,^ colledively,. 
chap, xlvii.ib.feems to have chiefly confided in pra6tifing the evo- 
lib. i.chap.ix.j^^jQj^g of the legion ; and in marching 20,000, or 
^ h^a ^iv "^ fometimes 24,000 geometrical paces in five hours, for 
. ' that was their military pace : (2.) this they performed^ 

loaded with their armour, weapons, and other military 

implements, which all together made up a very heavy 

burthen •, and at the fame time kept their ranks. 

They exercifed themfelves feparately, in running,. 

jumping>and fwimmingover rivers completely armed ; 
y^ggtiuj^lib.i.and, above all, endeavoured to acquire the greatelt 
chap. ix. ibid.fkill and dexterity in the throwing of the piium or 
lib. iii. chap, javelin, and in the ufe of the fword and (hicld. For 

cha^'^xviif ^'^^^^^ purpofes they had matters, called Campi Doc- 

^* * tores i whofe buiinefs it was to teach the youth and 

the new-raifed foldiers; and the Campus Martius 



(i.) Marechal Saxe in his Reveries, Chap. i. Art. vi,. has fome 
very ingenious conjeftures and obfervations on the manner of 
marching of the ancients ; whom he fuppoies to have marched in 
exadl time and cadence, to the found of their muiical inftruments : 
and gives good reafons for the excellency of that method ; which 
is (he fays) praflifed at prefcnt by the Pruflians. He was no Scho- 
lar ; which has led him into a grofs miilake about the meaning of 
the word Tadlicks ; but he might have fupported his opinion, with 
regard to their marching in cadence, by many parages of tho 
ancients; particularly the following one of Thucydides, in the' 
account of the battle between the Lacedemonians and Argives, 
book V. *• After this the fight began, the Argives and their allies 
** moving on with violence and fury ; but the Lacedemonians de- 
<* liberately, and to the (bund of feveral pipers, who were ap« 
** pointed by law; not on account of any religious, ceremony^ 
" but that the foldiers, marching together, might make their at- 
•* tack uniformly, and not break their ranks." Whoever has a 
mind to form a more perfedl idea of the difcipline of the antients, 
may confult Guifchard, Memoires Militaires, printed ixi Holland ia 
2 vols. 4to. 1758, 

(2.) At the rate of four or five Englifh mili;; in an hour.. 
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at Rome was fet apjirt for fuch cxercifes -, where all 
the moft eminent citizens, whofe age or infirmities 
did notdifable them from fervice, took a plcafure and 
pride, in publickly endeavouring to excel in thefe 
military accompli(hments, Bcfides thefe exercifes, 
they were inured to hardlhips and fevere labour, by 
a continual pradice of fortifying their camps, mak- 
ing roads, and carrying on, at the fieges they under- 
took, fuch immenfe works, as appear to us almoft 
incredible. By thefe methods, they formed excel- 
lent foldiers, who were robuft, hardy, and perfeftly 
well (killed in the ufe of their weapons ; but they 
do not feem to have had that uniformity and har- 
mony in it, which the moderns have eftablilhed. In- 
deed the lance, the pike, the fword, and fhield, and 
the other weapons that were ufed before the inven- 
tion of gunpowder, do not require that precifion 
and uniformity in the ufe of them, which fire-arms 
do ; neither indeed do they admit of it ; for, with 
theie weapons, every thing muft chiefly depend on the 
valour, ftrength, dexterity, and (kill of the indi- 
viduals ; and every man muft exert himfelf in 
proportion to his natural and acquired abilities, 
which are very unequal in different men : whereas 
fire-arms have reduced mankind more to a level ; and, 
in faft, in the ancient hiftories we read continually, 
of the brave aftions and feats of arms, of particu- 
cular heroes, excelling in valour, and ftrength : on 
the contrary, in the modern hiftories, private valour 
feldom, but by great chance, is remarked or record- 
ed ; though we find frequent relations of whole bo- 
dies of men, which have fignalized themfelves, and 
are there praifed for their firmnefs and difcipline. 
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Puyfegur art dc After the downfall xtf ilhe Roman Empire, ir 
lagttcrrepremi-.^Qfl; not expeft to find, amoBgft the bariarotis nai- 
irar^r**^ ^^ tions that deftroyed it, any grsait traces of military' 
* '. ' ikilL In .general it appears, thflt tbcy fcught with- 

Pere Daniel hif- 4>ut:miioh mdthod ©r lordcr 4 Though they Gertainly 
Francolfe^ vol '^^^^ ^^^ tjnacquajitted whh the ncceffity of Iceeping 
i/pag.275. -^^ ^ body, and atting together^ and confequently 

they muft have obferved fome fort of diftinftion ctf 
Ibid. pag. 273. yanks and 'files ^ tut they had n©t reduced their 

-motions, and evolutions, to any regukr or uniform 

•method. Every individu;al CTercifcd himfelf, in the 

-ofe of fuch weapons, as be was ^pp^inted to fight 

witlhal ; and we find that almoft every people had 

their favourite one, in which they particularly ex- 

Procopiusde celkd. That 4f the :Franfcs, or ancient French,. 

bdloGoth; .^as the hatchet; which ^they *ifed as a miflilewea- 

lih. 11. chap, y^^ throwing it in the fame manner as the Norths 

Hiftvdelamik American Indians do theirs, which they .call 'toma- 

Franc.vol. i. hawks. The Giafcons and Genoefe were excellent 

pag, 109. crofsbow-men. The Swifs owed the fignal vidtories, 

Gi^i duBe^ay ^hich they gained over thp Auftrians and Burgun- 

difc. mil. chap, dians, and the :^reat reputation they were \n as fol-i 

iv. ' idiers, to 4rheir Srengch ^and ikill in the «fe vof the 

^ke, halberd, and ^{padon or :two4handed ; fword. 

Ahd the ^i(fteritt« o£ Creffy, PowStiers, ^and A^ain- 

coarr, will oGcafion :the valour and fldll of theJEng- 

nfc ^archers t«> be ^tianfoilttad down wich glory to 

^the iateft 'pofterity. ^AiTiong tte inobility^and gen- 

^«ry therie ^was .fca?ce any one 4hati could :rsad 5 they 

-lOtfkad^idn letcens^s ^4iipa2»geme7it:co::mendedic^^ 

^i'toafms ;h«t:madeibe:pipaAice of dxeir weapons, 

-aftd^U' forts of martial ' ewrdfea, their whole 'ftudy, . 

Hift d€lami! and the onlyibufmefe of their lives ; and what they 

Franc, vol.i. ^fteemed of all others .the greateft pleafure and en- 

pag.275. tertainment, were thofe imitations of battles, the 

tilts and tournaments s though often attended with 

fatal \ 
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£rta] acddents and bloodihed. However, for (he Monduc Me. 
reafons Ihaveljefore mentioned, there-could be little ?^*i5*' L-i. p. 
or no uniformity obferved in their troops, but every Brantomc^d.^^ 
man Wc« left to perform, according to his rcfpeftivc deMonf \eM^. 
abilities. de Strozzi l^ da 

The irarention of igiinpoiwder totally changed the ^' <i'Albe edit, 
manner of fighting, and confequently the military .!!,^* -il^^!* 
difciphne of all Europe. The Spaniards were the diTc. 4. Sc torn, 
firft who armed part of their foot with mufkets lo.difc. 89. 
and harqucbuzes, and mixed them with the pikes : 
in this they were foon imitated by moft other na- Certain difcour. 
tions ; though the Englifh had not intirely laid afide feswrinen by fir 
fheir favourite weapon the long-bow, and generally John Smith, Kt. 
taken to the tife of fi^e-arms, during the reign of f^^sTlffea! 
queen Elizabeth. ofdivcnfomof 

The firft mu&ets were very heavy, and could weapons, «fc. . 
not be fired without a reft ; (3) they had matchlocks, printed at Lbn- 
and barrels of a wide bore, that carried a ki^ge ball, ' '59o» 

and 



mm 



(3) The old Er^gliih writers call thbfe large mufkets calipers ; . 
Ae harqvebuse was a lighter piece, that could be fired widiout a 
reft. IVhe matchlock was fired by a malch, fixed by a kind of 
tongs in the ief^nfeisie or cock, which, by pulling th£ trigger, . 
was brought down with^roat qtncknefs, upon the priming in the- 
pan ; over which there was a fliding cove^ which was drawn back, 
ey hand, juft at the timoof firing/ There w^ a great deal of 
nioety and care reqiurcd to fit the match properly to the -cock, (o > 
•fi to come dcnvnexaAlytroe on the priming, to blow the aflies 
from*^ coal, and to gi;iafti the.paa from the fparks that fell from^ 
H; a great d^ of tin^ewas flfo loft, in taking it out of the cock^^ 
and reciirdi^g it between the fiii^ers of the leift-hand, every time 
that the^^eewaa fired; «nd wet weather often rendered thematches^ 
«ifelefs. However, moft writers allow (and fi^me old officers that- 
we bive known, who remembered matchlocks being ftill in ufe,. 
have confirmed it) that they were very Tare, and leu apttomifi. 
fire than the firelock ; which ieems fcarcely credible ; though one • 
macy fuppofis^ that the firelocks at firft were not fo well made as, 
diey are now. The firelock is (6 called, from producing fire of 
iti^^by the aOion of the flint aad ftecK TJie moft^ anticnt: 
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and charge of powder, and did execution at a great 
Hift. de lamil. diftance. The mufketeers on a nnarch carried only 
Franc, torn. I. i-j^^jj. j.gfl.5 ^j^^ ammunition, and had boys to bear 
P- 335» 33 • ^hgjj. muflcets after them, for which they were allow-. 
A brief dif.ed great additional pay. They were very flow in 
courfe concern- loading, not Only by reafon of the unwieldinefs of 

ing the force , ^j^^ 

andeftedt of all 

manual wea- '. • 

Humph. Bar- i*^^®"^**^^ °^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^® wheelock, whick wc find mentioned 
wick Soldier, i"^ L^iigi Collados's treatife of Artillery, printed at Venice 1586, 
Capt. et encor ^^ ^^^^ lately invented in Germany. This fort of lock was ufed 
plus oultre ^^^^ within thefe hundred years, efpecially for piftols, and carbines, 
printed at Lon-^'^^^ compofed of afolid ftecl wheel, with an axis, to which waa 
don in quarto ^^^^^^^ a chain, which,~by being wound round it,^drew up a very 
without date, a^^'^^g fpring; on pulling the trigger, the fpring, afting, whiried 
black letter, p. ^^^ wheel about with great velocity ; and the fridion of the edge 
. * pf it (which was a little notched) againll the (lone, produced the- 

fire : the cock was made fo, as to bring the ftone upon the edge of 
the wheel, part of which was in the pan, and touched the pri- 
ming : they ufed any common hard pebble for thatpurpofe, which 
ferved as well as a flint. Thefe locks were inconvenient, took 
time to wind up, (or fpan as they termed it : ) and fbmetimes 
would not go off; an inftance of which may be fcen, in Lud- 
low's account of his defence of Wardour-Caftle. vide Ludlow's 
memoirs, Lond. edit. fol. 175 1, p« 35» When the firelock, fuch 
as we now ufe, was invented, we cannot afcertain. It is called, 
by writers of about the middle of the laft century, a* fnaphane, 
or fnaphance ; which, being the Dutch word for a firelock, ieems 
to indicate, that it is a Dutch invention, and that we took it 
from them : but Ward, in his Animadverfions of War, printed ia 
1639, p. 502, after defcribing the exercifc of the firelock-piftol, 
and carbine, (by which he means the wheelock) fays, that as 
moll of our pieces go with Englilh locks, which differ from fire- 
locks, he fhall add the method of handling them; and then 
gives the exercife of the fnaphane carbine ; by which it appears, 
that there was little or no difference betweien that and the pieces 
now in ufe. The more moderh writers call it a fufee, from the 
French word fufil ; whence the name of fuzileers is Hill conti- 
nued, to feveral of our regiments, which *were the firft that were 
armed with them, on the difufe of matchlocks. We thought 
this little digreffion would not be difagreeable to our readers, as 
it explains fome paflages in our writers, that perhaps may not be 
generally fo well undcrftood at prefent. 
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the pieces, and becaufe they carried the powder, 
and Jjalls feparate, but from the time it took to 
prepare and adjuft the match ^ fo that their fire was 
not near fo brifk as ours is now. After\yards 
a lighter kind of matchlock mufket came into 
ufe, (4.) and they carried their ammunition in 
bandeliers, which were broad belts that came 
over the fhoulder, to which were hung feveral 
little . cafes of wood covered with leather, each 
containing a charge of powder ; the balls they car- 
ried loofe in a pouch •, • and they had alio a priming 
horn hanging by their fide (5.). Matchlocks were, 
aboutthe beginning of this century, univerfally difufed Hift. dc la mil. 
in Europe, and the troops were armed with firelocks •, Fr.v0i.ii.p4z0, 

to ^^' ^^' ^°* 



(4) They ufed the muflcct and reft in England, fo late as the 
beginning of the civil wars : as may be feen in lieutenant- colo- 
nel Bariffe's young artillery-man ; a book compofed for the in- 
ftrudiion of the militia of the city of London, and addrefled to 
Serjeant-Major-General Philip Skippon, and the reft of the of- 
ficers of the trained-bands, printed at London 1643. There 
are feme curious tilings in it, particularly a letter of Lord Vif- 
€Ount Wimbcldon's in 1637, to the artillery company, torecom^ 
mend the pradifing of a new cxercife, of the mu&et and halfr 
pike together; which we do not remember to have feen men- 
tioned in any other book ; and which has a great refemblance 
to the manner of arming the foldiers, which Marechal Saxe re* 
commends, chap. 2d; of his Reveries.. 

(5) We muft here obferve,. that the foldiers, in aftion, put the 
bullets in their mouths, in order to have them more ready to 
drop into the piece, after they had charged with powder out of 
the horn, or bandelier: and we frequently find it ftipulated in 
capitulations, when a garrifon is to be allowed all the honours of 
war, that they are to march out with matches lighted, ball in the 
mouth, &c. that is to fay, in a complete warlike pofture, ready 
to defend themfelves : and not like vanquifhed men : and this 
expreifion has been continued as a common form in capitulations, 
till "within a few years, if yet totally difufed; though of no 
meaning according to the prefent forms of difcipline. 
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VidcPuyfcgnr. to whibh mtich about the fame tinie, the bayonet be* 
Folard.M.Saxc ;„g ^^^^1, pikes alfo were laid afide. Which latte^^ 
l?^^ovlS^ change, whether it was for the better or not, is a 
cois en taaiq. point that ftill admits of difpute amongft the beft 
ou la phalange military writers ; who are divided in their opinions 
coupeeetdoub- 2i[yout it, though moft of them difapprove of it. 
:St!S ala When the ufe of fire-arms began to be generally 
ifindatojra..2. cftablilhed, the neceffity of a great regularity and 

i uniformity, in the manner of ufing thefe arms, be- 
came apparent : it was ^foon difcovere<l, that thofe 
troops which could make the briskeft fire, and foftain 
it longeft, had a great fuperiority over others left 
expert : and like wife, that the efficacy and power 
• "^ of fire did not confift in random and fcatccring 

fiiots, made without order ; but in the fire of a body 
«of men at once,, and that properly timed aad dire&n 
cd. It was therefore necejffary to exercife the troops 
>in loading quick, and firing together by the word of 
• command : but as the aukwardnefs, carekfine^, and 
raftincfs, of young foldiers, (if left to themfelves) 
muft occafion frequent accidents -, and caufe the lofs 
of many of their own party, by the unskilful man- 
ner of ufing their fire-arms, efpecially in the hurry of 
an engagement -, it became a matter of indifpenfable 
neceffity to teach foldiers an uniform method of per- 
forming each action that was to be done with the 
musket ; that they might all do it- in the mofl: expc* 
ditious and fafe manner. In-order to effeft this, it 
was neceflary t6 analyfe and reduce the compound 
motion of each a£tion into the feveral fimple mo- 
tions that it was compofed of: this made each adlioa 
cafier to be learned and remembered ; and by teach- 
ing, the foldiers to perform the fimple motions in the 
i^me manner, and in jdie fame time, making a paufe 
between each, it rendered them exadt in the perform- 
ance of the whole adtion. This is the ^gin of 

what 
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Vrhat is called the Manual Exercife -, which, when it 
was once invented, (befides the real utility of it) 
made troops to Ihew to fuch advantage; and their mo- 
tions appear fo regular and beautiful, that it foon 
Avas copied by other nations, and came into general ufe. 
The Spaniards were moll probably the inventors of it, 
as they were the firft who made ufe of muflcets, and 
their infantry was . at that time the beft in Europe. 
Even the French, who are fo ready, upon the flighteft Brantom.eloj;* 
grounds, to put in their claim for the honour of all ufe- j''^,^*^^*^'-^ 
Jul inventions and improvements, acquielce in this ; 
and own, that they learned the ufe of the mufket from Hifl mil.Fram 
the Spaniards ; and that they they never had any regu- voLi.p.277. 
hr difcipline, or exercife, till they took it from the *• 
t)utch-, whofe army in Flanders was at that time the 
great fchool, where all who had a defire to attain mili- 
tary knowledge, went to learn it under Prince Maurice of 
Naflau, who is frequently ftiled, by the military writers 
. of his time, the reviver of the difcipline of the ancients ; 
-and whofe continual wars with the Spaniards had en- 
abled him to improve upon, and furpafs his mailers. 
•He was indeed, for. many years, in almoft unrivalled 
pofleffion of the reputation of being the greatell com- 
mander in Europe -, . but was at lafl, in fome degree, 
eclipfed by the great Guflavus Adolphus, whofe ex- 
ploits were more brilliant, and fucccfles more rapid, 
than thofe of Maurice ; who always was a cautious and 
prudent, rather than a bold and enterprizing general. 
Guftavus was, undoubtedly, a very great mafter of all 
the branches of military knowledge, efpecially of tac- polard traite 
ticks ; in which he flfuck out many things entirely new, delacolonne. 
at leaft to the moderns. An ingenious French author 
has drawn a parallel between him and Epaminondas : it S^^'^un^ ?d^' 
is indeed remarkable, that they each of them invented Francois en 
new methods of drawing up their armies, founded on taaiq.p. 125. 
the fame principles in attacks.: that they each of them 
Part I. C ap- 
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appeared at the head of a people till then obfcure, andof 
no great eftimation in military affairs; which, under 
their conduft, attained, ^Imoft at once, to the higheft 
degree of reputation: that they each fought two re- 
markable battles, againft warlike nations, and veteran 
troops, in which they were vid:orious: and that each 
periftied in the laft. Indeed the Thebans, after the 
death of Epaminondas, foon funk into their primitive 
obfcurity; but the Swedes, after the lofs of Guftavus, 
maintained their reputation for valour and difcipline, 
for many years, under Kniphaufen, Torftenfon, Banier, 
DukeBernardof Weimar, and other generals : which 
plainly (hews, that, during the fhort time Guftavus 
lived, he had formed many excellent officers : and 
that, had he not been fo unfortunately killed at 
Lutzen, he probably would have eftablifhed a (6) dif- 
cipline much fuperior to any that had been, fince 
the time of the Greeks and 'Romans. After his 
death, the Dutch exercife and difcipline again be- 
came the (7) pattern for all Europe to follow, and con- 
tinued 



(6) The Swedes appear to have been the firfl that pradlifed firing 
by two or three ranks at a time ; as Huditras has it : 
When over one anothers's heads, 

They charge three ranks at once like Swedes. ' 

, As. may be feen in Sir Robert MonroV memoirs, and BariiFe's 
-^oung artilleryTinan, &c. The filing by platoons is generally faid 
to be a Dutch invention, though the life of Guftavus Adolphus, 
lately publifhed, gives it to that monarch. We have looked into 
•Sir Robert Monro's book ; and fome others that- treat exprefly 
of militaiy affi^irs, and of the Swediih difcipline in particular; and 
cannot find the leaft reafon for acquiefcing in that opinion, but rather 
the confrary ; and we cannot help thinking, that the author con- 
founds Guftavus's method, of porting platoons of mufketeers amongfl 
his cavalry, with the platoon firing by battalion, which are things 
totally difierent from one another. 

(^) Lewis the XlVth, in 1662, employed Monf. Martinet to re- 
gulate and difcipline his infantry, after the Dutch manner. He was 

firft 



INTRODUCTION. iix 

tinue^fo till within thefe few years ; that the amazing 
viftories and fucccflts of the PrufTians have excited 
the attention and admiration cf all nations ; and put 
them upon endeavouring to learn and imitate that 
\Yondcrful military cftablifhment, and difcipline, 
.which has enabled the great Frederick the lid, the 
prodigy of our age, to perform fuch amazing ex- 
ploits, as have already, whatever may be his future 
deftiny, given him a title to the higheft rank, among 
the moft fublime military geniufes, .and grcateft ge- / 

nerals that the world has produced. 

This alteration and improvement of the Pruffixn 
difcipline was originally the work of his father, Fre- 
derick William III King of Pruffia -, whole character 
and aftions, delineated by a mafterly and impartial 
hand, would compofc a work equally curious and en- 
tertaining. We fhould there behold a prince, who 
might properly be called military mad, without any real 
military genius •, fcrupuloufly attached and bigotted to 
the minuted formalities, and we may fay fopperies, of 
the regimental detail and parade -, but never Ihewing 
any figns of his being mafter of the great operations 
of war, or the fublime parts of military fci.^nce : fn 
fhort, much fitter to be a drill ferjeant, or adjutant, 
than a king, or a general. Who, though truly reli- 
gious, and in molt inftances a man of rigid virtue 
and ftrift morality -, yet, from his immoderate fond- 
nefs for troops, joined to the aufterity and violence 

C 2 of 



firfl lieutenant-colonel, and afterwards colonel of the regiment da 
Roi» or the Kiag's own regiment ; which was then the pattern. He 
was killed at the fiegeof Doefburg, in 1672. His name is become, 
among our military gentlemen, a term of fneer and reproach, too 
often applied to fuch officers as ihame the reft of their corps, by bemg 
more afliduous and exa£k in the performance of their duty, thanfuits 
with the levity of the young, or the indolence of the old one^. 



1 
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of his temper, adtcd like a mcer tyrant, and goverrt> 
ed his family, and fubjedts, with the ftern harlhnefe 
and barbarity of a Muley Ifhmael. (8) Indeed, the 
force and prevalency of an European education, and 
manners, had fo far an influence upon him, as to pre- 
vent his being as bloody : but he exerted thenatural- 
VidePruffian roughnefs, and unfeelingriefs of his difpofition, in 
regulations for breaking his troops to an obedience, and feverity cS 
the infantry. (Jifeipline^ Unheard of before in Europe ; which tranf- 
?.j^^!il' I^ll^^' formed men into, meer machines, moved and actuated 

folcly by the will and command of their officers • and 
which a man, of a milder and more humane torn, 
could not have attempted to have eftabliflied : a flave 
in Turky being in a ftate of much lefs conftraint, 
and fervile fubordination, than that of his foldiers, or 
even of his officers. His paffion for tall men was 
extravagant, beyond belief; and, to recruit his great- 
ufelefs regiment of giants, he fpared no expence, al- 
though covetous to excefs, in his own difpofition y 
nor in order to inveigle, or even kidnap a tall man, 

did 



cularly part 



II. 



^ (8) As Peter the Great, Emperor of Raffia, condemned his fbn to 

death, becaufe he could by no m^ans make him apply himfelf to any 
thing that was liberal, or beEtting a prince ; nor wean him from his 
attachment to the old barbarous cuftoms and maimers of the Ruffians :' 
fo Frederick William was very near doing the fame by that prince 
who now makes the moil brilliant figure in Europe, only beCaufe he 
\ • detefted guzzling beer, and fmoaking tobacco : the great and only 

pleafures of his father's court ; which for elegance of manners, and 
tafte of converfation, was juft on a level with a common ^uard-room J -> 
bat, on the contrary, had a coiifirmied taile and attachment to litera- 
ture, the fciences, and polite arts ; and had formed a fcheme of re- 
tiring into fome country, where he might have been at liberty to in- 
dulge his philosophical difpofition/ * The flrbnginterceffion, and re- 
prelentations of the Emperor, and other Princes, did indeed pre- 
vent matters from being carried to that extremity ; but his confidant, 
the unhappy Katte, who was privy to his defigns, fufFered death ;. 
being beheaded under his window, and he obliged to be a fpedlator- 
af the cruel fate of his friend. 
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did his officers (lick at fraud, perfidy, or the grolTeft 
violations of the laws of fociety, and of nations; 
which he always connived at, and oftentimes avov^cd. 
His whole country was one great garrifon; every 
man, who was handibme, and had a fine perfon, was Pniffian regti- 
compelled to fcrvc; even children were cnlifted from lations,chap. 
their birth, and their parents were accountable forthem 5- art j.chap. 
to the regiment to which they were allotted : in fhort, ^' *"' ^' 
every thing was made fubfervient to the military ex- 
travagance of the monarch, without the leall regard 
to juitice, or humanity. But as his troops were to 
him meerly what dolls are to children, or ornamental 
ehina to the ladies -, not for ufe, but amufcment or 
parade; and his whole pleafure and employment was 
the adjufting their drefs and accoutrements, which he 
would do with his own hands, and the exercifing and 
reviewing them ; he never chofe to expofe them to 
the dangers or fatigues of war ; perhaps indeed, in 
fomemcaliire, for tear they fhould all defert. (9) All 
this added to the particularity, and even finicalnefs of 

their 






(9) He had often diiputes and quarrels with his neighbours; 
many of which were on account of the outrages committed by 
his cecruiters, who feized tall men by for^e, wherever they could 
£nd them; in which he did little more than bully; publifhing 
letters, manifeftoes, and refcripts ; reviewing his troops, draw- 
ing out his artillery, and making a great parade of his prepara- 
tions for war, without ever coming to adion. Nnt even in the* 
affair of the cruel pcrfecution of the Protcftants at Thorn, in Po- 
land: which, one would have imagined, muft have irritated, 
beyond all meafure, a Prince like him ; (who, befides the natu- 
ral violence of his temper, was quite, a zealot in his religion ;] 
and have engaged him to purfue immediately the moft vigorous< 
meafures, for obtaining a iignal.fatisfadlion, and redrefling the 
wrongs of his perfecuted brethren; efpecrallyas hedidnotwai^t 
power to force the Poles to fubmit to any terms, that he would 
have impofed on them ; the King of England, George the Firft,, 
as Eledlor of Hanover, and the Prince of Hefle, having offered- 
to join him with confiderable forces for that purpofe. 
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■their drefs and appearance, (lo) caufed them, in his 
life-time, to be locked upon as meer puppets, fit only 
for (how, but which could be of no ufe, or fervice, 
in real adion •, and they, and their difcipline, were 
in general the fubjeft of ridicule, amongftthe milita- 
ry men of other nations. Bur, when Frederick the lid. 
fucceeded to the crown of Pruffia, his penetrating 
genius quickly diftinguiflied and retrenched all that 
was trifling, and ufelefs, from what was of real uti- 
lity -, and fenfible of the advantages, which that 
ftri£lnefs of difcipline, and exaft obedience, to which 
his troops were broken, and habituated, gave him ; 
he did not fear attacking, with his then raw and un- 
Traite dcs le- experienced forces, the rough old warriors of the 
gionsduM.de houfe of Auftria ; and foon convinced them, at the 
^^^^ °"^'**^o^ battles of Molwitz, Freydberg, and on many other 
Haye^Tyct ^ occafions, that what is abfurd and contemptible, in 
p. 3. ' the 



(10) Frederic William, befides his paffion for tall men, had a 
very great fondnefs for bread faces; in order, therefore, that his 
foldiers miglit appear to the utmoft advantage, in thofe two points, 
and not without a view to (Economy, he caufed their coats to be 
made fo^tery fliort, thatthey barely reached half-way down their 
thighs; and fo fcanty in the body and fleevesj that tJiey could 
fcarcc put them on : their breeches reached fcarcely down to their 
knees ; and their hats were (6 fmall, as hardly to cover their heads, 
fo that they were forced to have a contrivance to pin them on, 
for fear of their falling off when they were exercifmg. Their 
hair was all queued back, and powdered, with only one or two 
fmall curls pn each fide of the face; to this was added fquarc- 
toed ihoes, with high heels; a long fword, with a broad blade, 
worn very high upon the hip ; and white gaiters, which, as well 
as the waiftcoat and breeches, (that were generally white al/b ) 
were continually chalked to keep them clean ; for the lead fpeck 
of dirt on any of them was pttriifhed with the utmoft feverity. 
This appeared the more extraordinary, as, at that time, the pre- 
vailing fafliion of di-efs was every-where totally different: and 
Jbeing added to a fort of uprightnefs, and ftiffnefs in their air and 
morions, that was peculiar to themfelves, made them really have 
very much the appearance of puppets. 
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the hands of a little genius, becomes great and for- 
midable, in thofe bf a prince of fublime underftand- 
, ingi and ftiperior taletits. And as the author of the 
memoirs of the houfe of Brandenbourg, (who is 
generally fuppofed to be the king himfelt ) obferves, 
that, though the eager dtfire of the eleftor Frederick 
the Illd. for the title of king, and the extraordinary 
pains which he took to get it conferred upon him by 
the emperor, were in him only the effedt of his vio- 
Jent fondnefs for ftate and pre-eminence ; and pro- 
!• ceeded meerly from a puerile and ridiculous vanity: 

I yet, that the acquifition of the royalty has been, in 

I procefs of time, of the greateft advantage to the houfe 

\ of Brandenbourg, by exciting and enabling it to 

; throy/ off the dependence and fubjeftion, in which it 

I was to the houfe of Auftria. So we may add, that 

[ the extravagant piiflion of Frederick William for 

I troops, and for all kind of military difcipline and 

parade ; and the excefs he carried it to, though it de- 
lervedly expofed him to contempt and ridicule, did, 
in a great meafure, lay the foundation for the glorious 
vidtories and immortal fame of his fon.. The ex- 
<!ellency of the difcipline of the Pruffians cannot be 
better proved, than by this, that, though fometimes 
repulfed and defeated, they never have been routed, 
nor put to flight: whereas their adverfaries, when- 
ever they have loft a battle againft them, have been 
been beaten moft completely, with the lofs of can- 
non, ammunition, and baggage, numbers of prifo- 
■ ners taken, and all the marks of a total defeat (i i). 

Bur 



(ii) XenopKon, in his treatife of the Lacedemonian common- 
wealth, (after fpcaking highly of their military (kill and dtfci- 
pline) fays, that what he had already mentioned, was cafy to 
comprehend; but that how the Spartans fhould be able, even- 

afteit 
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But it is not our bufinefs here to expatiate upon the 
excellency and fuperiority of the Pruffian military 
eftablilhment and difcipline : . our intent being now 
to treaty chiefly, of the manual exercife; in which al- 
io Frederick William made great alterations and im- 
provements ;. not only with refped: to elegance, but 
like wife to ufe. In order to judge of which, rt is 
necelTary to take a view of the old manual exercife ; 
and to recal to mind, what we have before obferved, 
that formerly they ufed large and heavy mufkers 
. with matchlocks ; and 'carried the powder in leather 
cafes, or bandeliers, which hung by a flioulder-belt, 
^1 down the breaft of the foldier •, holding the-match 
lighted at both ends, between the fingers of the left- 
Puyfegur art. hand. This rendered it abfolutely neceflary t6 ex- 
de la guerre tend the arms, and keep the piece at a diftance from 
part. I. chap, ^j^g bpdy, for fear of any accidents of firing their own 
7.art.2.c ap.^j^^j.g^g^ which fome times happened ; and, as their 

mufkets were very heavy, they were forced into vio- 
lent and conftrained attitudes-, in order to be able to 
exert their ftrength, and perform the motions: for 
this realbn, they could not exercife but at open order^ 
'with the interval of three feet between each foldier. 
But when matchlocks were laid afide, and the troops 
Puyfegur armed with firelocks, which were much lighter ; thefe 
ibid. "vyide motions became unncceflary -, and it was the 

morQ abfurd to retain them, becaufe, in aftion, it is 
neceffary:tb be.in clofe order; and confequently the^ 
motions^.which the. foldier was taught to perform in 
tlie manual exercife, became fmpraflticable, at leaft 



giterbeingputin difordfer^ to maintain their ground againil a com- 
mon enemy, was not eafily to be underflood, but by thofe who 
had been trained up under the laws of Lycurgus. This is [q ap-J 
jglic^ble to the Pruffians (who may be called the Spartans ofour 
days) that we could n^t forbear taking notice of it. 
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in a great meafure, in real fervice. Many likewife 
of the motions were quite uleleTs, fcrving only for pa • 
rade and fhow; and moft of the adbions were perform- 
ed in a round-about way : whereas the u(e and intent 
of the manual exercife being to teach the foldter, 
how to execute, in the beft and mod: expeditious man- 
ner, all that is neceflary to be done with the firelock ; 
there cannot be too much attention given, to go the 
Ihorteft way to work ; and to do every aftion, with 
as few motions as poITible; and that more particular* 
ly, in the firing and loading part; in which the old Puyfegur 
cxcTcife was remarkably tedious, and full of ufclefs prc"*- P»«^- 
motions and attitudes. However, fuch is the at- ^^^•^'"'^•** 
tachment, which men have for old cuftonis, and for 
what they have been long ufed to, although the rea- 
sons for them fubfift no longer, and they are become, 
abfurd and ridiculous ; that it is not till within a ve- « 
ry few years, that this old exercife has been laid afide 
in England, and other nations : and, even then, againft 
the opinion of many old officers; who infifted upon 
it^ that thofe conftrained attitudes, and forced mo- 
tions, which (now that our eyes begin to be difufed 
CO them) would appear groteique and caricatures^ 
were graceful, ftately, and (hewed a fine exertion of 
ftrength. 

The late King of PrulTia, then, was the firft who 
altered the motions of the manual exercife, caufing 
them to be performed clofe to the body : by this al* 
teration, his troops could go through all the txercifey r< 

with their files in clofe order, in the fame manner, as 
in real a^ion ; and their motions being done with 
great quicknefs and life, allowing go€>d dme between 
each, and with the greateft harmony and uniformity 
imaginable ; a whole battalion appeared as one bo- 
dy, moved by afpring; which iiad a furprizingly 
fine effedb. But the part of the exercife that he moft 

Part I. ]^ improved. 
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ihiproved, was the firing and loading ; which he 
greatly Ihortened, retrenching or changing all fiich 
motions, as were not abfolutely neceffary, and, ^tbe 
feme time, the fliorteft and quickeft poflibie. He 
alfo introduced the ufe of iron ramrods, fecured from 
falling out, by a fpring in the tail-pipe; which, be- 
not being liable to be broken, by their weight ren- 
dered the ramming down the charge much eafier; 
and more certain. By thefe means, he taught his 
, troops to fire with a quicknefs, that no one could 
have conceived poflibie to be. attained to; not lefs 
than five or fix times in a minute. ^ He likewife im* 
proved their method of marchings bringing it, as it 
were, to a mufical time and cadence ; by which he 
enabled them to perform their wheelings, and evolu- 
tions, with a celerity and accuracy, that was till then 
unknown. In fhort, as his whole Hie was fpent in 
this fort of ftudy, (which was indeed the only one 
that he encouraged, or even countenanced;) and the 
Traitc desle- thoughts and converfation of his court, and officers, 
p:ions du M. turned, on nothing elfe ; and every body who could 
^^^^•P*9^* j^int at any new improvement, either for ufe, or ele- 
gance, was fure of making his court agreeably to the 
monarch ; it is no wonder, that he fucceeded fo well; 
and that the Pruflian exercife is fo much admired, 
as to have been, in fome meafure, copied by moft 
nations ; though almoft every one has added to, oc 
altCTed it in fome points. We muft be lefs furprized 
at this, when we confider, that the firft compofer of 
It had nothing fo much at heart, as to make his 
troops Diow to advantage, and make a figure on 
a parade; and therefore often attended mor^ to 
the brilliant cfFeft of a motion, though difficult, 
than to eafe' and ihoptnefs : and indeed there are 
many parts of the Pruflian exercife, (fu:h as, for 
inftance, the planting tlie feet ftrong whenever they 

move 
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niQve themO whicbi^if ncK perfomaed wichthat perf^ 
unity, aFvd exadtnefc of time, that the PFuffians ob- 
ferve, and which no other troops pertvaps in the ' 
y^orld have a^aioed to, have a very bad efFe£b, and 
are deformities, rather than beauties. For this rea- 
fon, every patioa has conopotcd an exercife of its O'^n, 
taken in fome meafure frorn that of the Prufllans ^ 
but varied and altered, according to the different 
opinions and judgment of thofe ofBcers', who hi^ve 
hod the diredioo of it in each country* The King 
of France, (ixnc years ago, caufed feveral of bis 
principal officers to compofc every one an exercife j 
and to te2K:U it to a detachment ot his troops, allotted 
to each for that purpcfc-, and the late Marechal Saxc Traite dcs Ic- 
-was coramiflioncd to review the feveral. detachments, 6^°"^ °" ^^' 
and to give his opinion, which defer^ied the prefer^ 89.**^^^^ 
ence : he feems to have given it to that, which was 
Biofl: like the Pru0ian ; but whether any one in par- Efpagnaccfiki 
ticular was chofen, or a new one compofed out of all Air la fcience 
of them, does not appear*, for there are two ordi? ^^ ^* guerre, 
nances of the King, one of 1750, the oth?r of 1755, 5^"^;^. ^/p! 
diredting the manner of exercifing, with explanati- ^7.7. 
x>ns -, but they are very difSsrent from ooe another, and 
neither of them much like tJiQ Pruffi^. We alfo in 
England, about 1757, had a new manual €xercift^, 
introduced among the tiroops;. which is now general- 
ly followed^ and calkd Pruffian j but refembles it 
only, in the clofenefs of the motiona, and in the 
firing and loading part being Ihortened,. and rendered 
capable of being performed much qiuicker, than in 
the old exercife. We mention, this, ia order to obr 
rerve^ that fince neither ia tlie a(&ir of e}ierci£b, no 
more than in moft others, men. will wiu in Qpkiioftf 
and determine generally which waj is the bcft ; afld 
our officers, as well as thofe of other nations, have 
thought fit to make, alterations, and vary from the 

D 2 • Pruffian 
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Pruffian cxercife, which, for many reafbns beforemen- 
tioned, one would imagine ought naturally to have 
been the moft perfeft •, we alfo have the fame right to 
deviate from the prefent cxercife of our regular troops, 
if it (hall appear (as we flatter ourfelves it will do) that 
we have, without omitting any thing eflential or ufeful, 
confiderably abridged it, and rendered it eafier to be 
learned and performed. Which, in an exercife deligned 
for the militia, is a point of great importance ; as we 
have it to teach men who are in general incapable of 
much attention, entirely unufed to arms, aukward, 
and many of them grown ftifiT with age and hard la- 
bour ; and but a very few days in a year allowed us 
for that purpofe. 

Botfe, a French officer, who is generally efteemed 
a good author, has, in his Etudes Militaires, given 
feme gener;^ rules with refpeft to the compofition of 
an exercife ; which are fo very plain and rational, 
that we think it wiU not be improper to infert them 
here, as being the beft that we have met with, and 
to which we have endeavoured to conform. 



Rule I ft. An exercife ought to teach the foldier 
how to ufe his arms, upon all occafions whatever,, 
with grace, quicknefs, and uniformity. 

2d. It ought therefore to include, not only every 
action neceflary to be performed in a- day of battle, 
but alfo all fuch as may be ufef ul on any other occa- 
fion or duty. 

$d. AH ufelefs motions, and needlefs repetitions 
of fuch as are ufeful, ought to be retrenched, with- 
out any regard to fhow ; as. alfo all motions which 
are either tedious, or attended with inconvenience or 
danger in the performance. 

4th. 
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4th. The origin of the fcvcral parts of the cxcr- 
cife is not to be confidcred, but only the being uCcfvA 

or not. (12) 

5th. Each complete adlon ought to have ia par* 
ticular word of command. 

' 6th. Each word of command ought to be execu- 
ted in one or more motions, which fhould be capable 
of being performed in equal time, and clearly diftin- 
guiflied in the explanation and in the performance. 

7th. When an a&ion is too much compounded to VidetKe note 
be capable of being performed in four or five motions ®." ^»pJan»- 
only, it ought to be divided into two or more words J^°" * V ^^-^^ 
of command, not to over- burthen the memory and dfe. 
attention of the foldier> which generally is but very 
moderate. 

Theft are the rules given by Botce ; to which we 
ihall add two or three more, which are indeed only 
corollaries from the preceding. 

ift. To go the (horteft way to work, and with tlic 
fewcft motions pofiible, in the performance of every 
action. 

2d. When different aftions can be performed by 
fimilar motions, to make ufe of fuch as much as pof- 
iible confiftent with the obfervation of other rules. Vide manoa^ 
that the men may have the fewer different motions to «*«rc«^c. cxph 
learn, and becaufe it adds greatly to the elegance and ?g'^'nd"tl** 
uniformity of the whole cxercife. iid notes. 

jd. As every complete adion ought to have its 
particular word of command, fo every word of com- Vide note on 
mand ought to imply a complete adioo. the manual 

4th. «*««^«fcrwpl- 



J 1 2) He means here, that we iie jioc to be gnided by aothority, 
retain parts that are ufelefi,. only becaufe feme good officers 
may have sqpptoved and ufcd thoa in the exercifes which they have 
adopted* 
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4th. If an aftiori, thoiagli c6cnpaun<kd, be fa very 
eafy a$ to he capable of being performed in the tim^ 
of one motion •, in that cafe, it is bed to make only 
cuie of it, anjd nort: to analyfe arid divide it into many, 
which only fatigue the memory » and are apt to caufe 
the fnfen to perform them inaccurately, and in a 
flovenly manner ; bccaufe ihey do not find any nc-r 
eeflSty or reafbn for making any ftop, which, whe^ 
the aiftion is compounded enough to become difficult, 
they readily do of themfelves. 

The exercife of the officers, is, we believe, totally 
new, and different from ariy that has been hichertp 
compofed : as we have fubfticuted in the m wual ex- 
ercife the carrying the firelock on the right arm,' to 
the old manner of carrying it on the left arm, we 
have done the fame with regard to the manner of the , 
officers carrying their fufee ; and we cannot help 
flattering ourfelves, that the exercife of the officers 
will be found eafy and graceful. The arming the 
officers with fufees, inftead of elpontons, may not 
perhaps be approved of by forpe, who with great 
reafon think, that the efponton is an excellent arnj 
for an officer, whofe bulinefs is not to fire himfelf^ 
but to attend to the keeping the men in order» to 
make them referve their ftre till the word of comr 
mand, and to level their pieces well when they pre* 
fent. But, whatever force this reafbnjng may liave, 
with refpeiSt to a day of battle, it mufl be confidered» 
that, in all probjahility, if z% any time the militia 
Ihould be called out into aftual fervice, the greatefl: 
part of their duty would confift in efcorts, detach- 
ments, parties for difco very, or to harrafs the enemy, 
and fuch kind of fervice, which would remier the 
VidePuyfe- fyf^^ j^ weapon much more eligible for the officers , 

fuCTre pr. par!^'^^^ the eiponton : and, perhaps, it might not be 

cap. 11. art. 4. ju^^g^d 
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judged improper to arm the fcrjeants with tht fifd- 
lock and bayonet, inftead of the halberd, on fuch an 
^ca(ion. 

We do not doufot but we (hall have many critici j 
fuch .of them as examine our exercife, only with a 
view of correAing real defcfts, and offering im- 
provements^ we efteem and honour, and fliall be 
glad of being taught fomething better, fhorter, or 
more elegant, than what we have been able to hit olf« 
But we are apprehenfive that there may be fome who 
•will, without examination, condemn and defpife our 
performance, becaufe it is not the work of Tome old 
Ibldier •, and look on it as a fort of facrilegious touch^ 
ing the altai-, for us to offer our fentiments, and pro* 
poie alterations, in a mattc^r that is not of our conr 
petency. In anfwer to this we can only fay, that we 
liave endeavoured, by reading the beft authors, and 
by a careful examination of all the exercifcs, both 
ancient and modern, that we could come at, to find 
out and afcertain what aftions were by the beft 
judges efteemed nccelTary for foldiers to perform » 

with the firelock and bayonet ; and fuckas have been 
generally adopted, and ufed. by moft nations. The 
fetling that point may, perhaps, require fome der 
gree of military knowledge ; but yet not a greater 
than may be acquired by obfervation and ftudy, and 
often feeing troops exercife. But when once it is 
determined what adtions are to be performed, thp 
method of doing them, in a graceful, eafy, and 
quick manner, ceafes to be a part of knowledge pe^ 
culiarly military ; and any man, who has accuftomefl 
himfelf to ufe fire-arms, though only in fporting, 
may, by a iitde confideration and attention to the 
firit principles and foundation of exerci(e, become 
capable of judging, which is the fhorfeft and readieft 
manner cxf per&nniog all the requiJite a&ions. And 

I if 
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if he is a mailer of the genteel exereifes, particularlj- 
that of fencing, he wiU be a much better judge of 
the propriety of any motion or attitude ( whether 
with regard to eafe and grace, or its ufe in offence 
or defence) than the generality of ths old military 
gentlemen^ who, from being long habituated to cer^* 
tain motions and poQcions which they have for many 
years been taught to cohfider as ellential parts of the 
exercife, cannot eafily bring their eyes or minds to 
judge impartially when any thing new is propofed ; 
nor can they find that facility in the pradtice of 
new motions, however fimple and eafy they may 
be, as they do in that of much more Complicated 
ones, which long habit and praftice have rendered 
familiar, and, as it were, natural to them. Whereas 
younger men, who are not attached to any one me- 
thod in particular, have their eyes and minds quite 
unprejudiced ; and, by the activity of their body, and 
fupplenefs of their joints, are capable of trying, with 
eaie, all the various motions and attitudes that arc 
to be met with in the different exercifes, and of com- 
paring them one with another, in order -to feleft fuch 
as are readieft, eafieft, and moil graceful, for the per* 
formance of the feveral adions required to be done. 

We have now given a fketch of the origin, fuc- 
•ceffive changes, and general ufe of the manual ex- 
ercife, and of the principles on which it is founded ; 
and, though we have already much exceeded the ufual 
length or a preface, we hope that our readers will 
excufe us -, the fubjedk being fo copious, that we were 
much more embarrailed what to rejedl and omit, 
without being deficient in our plan, than at a lofs to 
find more matter that would have been both curious 
and inftruftive. We were alfo willing to fiy enough 
to guard againft an error, which fome gentlemen 
have fallen into, who imagine, that all the military 

I exerciie 
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fxerdfe is a meer matter of fliow and parade, and 
q{ little or no ufe in aftion j while others, on the 
contrary, lay too much ftfcfs upon it; and even 
ibme military men are apt to think, when they have 
made themfelvcs mafters of the cxercife, and the 
common detail of regimental duty, that they are 
become complete officers, apd ceafc all farther ftlidy 
and application. But though, asMarechal Saxe Traite dcs 
obfervcs, the exercife of troops* is a very effential legioni. 
point, and the perfed knowledge of it is the firft 
foundation for making good foldicrs and officers, 
yet we muft beg leave to tell them, that they are 
then barely got through their grammar, and have 
learned only the very firft rudiments of military 
knowledge ; being but juft enabled to look forward, 
and to attempt entering into the vaft and unbounded 
field of military fcience, and the grand operations of 
war ; in which the greateft natural genius, accom- 
panied with the moft intenfe application and ftudy, 
will find ftill, to the end of his life, fomething yet 
left for him to learn and improve in : there being 
^s wide a difference between their knowledge, and that 
6f a Hannibal, a Scipio, a.Turcnnc, a Marlborough,- 
pr a Frederick the lid of Pruffia, as between the ma- 
thematical knowledge of a common land furveyor, and 
that of a New^on^ a Mac Laurin, or a Stanhope. 

Wh^t we. have been faying of the excenfivenefs of 
^nilixary Icience, and the difficulty of attaining to a, 
high degree of perfeftion in it, ought not, however, 
to difcourage country gentlemen from applying them- 
fclves to the knowledge of military affairs, and ferving . 
as officers in the militia. Military fcience, and the 
inilitary art, (13) are things very different and di- 

i^ART L E ftina 



(13) We are confcious, that, in ufing the words Science and 
Art of war^ in the fenfe in which the French writers do Science &• 

Metier: 
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ftin<5t from dne another. The former comprehends 
the great operations of war, and the bufinefs of a 
generator commander in chief; in which there is 
infinite variety, and room for genius and invention 
to exert themfelves. The latter confifts in the know- 
}edge of the fubaltern parts -, fuch as the exercife, 
the evolutions, and the general eftabliflied difci- 
pline and detail of fervice, which admit of little 
variation, and are founded on certain fixed and per- 
manent mles and principles, that are far from being 
difiicult either to be comprehended or remembered. 
And we will Venture to aflert, that fo much military 
knowledge, as is fufKcient to enable a gentleman to 
go through the common courfe of duty, and be what 
is called a good battalion officer (which is all that is 
required of the militia officers who are never to com- 
mand in chief) may be acquired by any man of a to- 
lerable underftanding, who will beftow a little pains 
and application upon it, in half a year, as well as in 
half a century, notwithftanding the great my fiery 
fome military pedants would make of it ; for pedants 
there are of all profeffions ; and moft commonly they 
are fuch as, having very little real and folid know- 
ledge, want to pafs for perfons of great ability and 
importance. Thefe gentlemen affeft, in a fupercilious, 
dogmatical manner, on all occafions, to cry down and 
vilify the militia ; reprelenting it as an impoffibility 

ever 



Meder -de la guerre, we lay oudelves open to cridcifm, as giving 
them a vague, and not flrifUy proper fignificadon. We 2ioul3 
not have ventured doing it, in a philofophical work, where the 
greateft accuracy and predfion are required, both in the reafoning 
and in the ufe of terms. But in this, which is intended on]y as a 
(ketch, and rather to give a few hints of what might be faid upon 
the fubje£(, than as a complete work, we hope that we may be in- 
dulged in it, eipedally a& we fully explain our joeaning in the fub- 
ieqjieat lines. 
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crer to difcipline and render it ufcful ; and, having 
themfelves grovelled on for years in the routine of 
the fervice, without ever attaining to a greater degree 
of military knowledge than would conftitute a tole- 
rable feijeant, endeavour, by ridicule and all mamner 
of abfurd arguments, to difcourage the country gea- 
tlemen from adting as militia officers, and entering 
upon the ftudy of military affairs •, reprefenting it 
as infinitely difficult, and perfuading them, that an 
apprenticelhip of many years in the fervice is abfo^ 
lately neceflary, to be able to make the leaft profi- 
ciency, or even comprehend the firft rudiments of it: 
refembling, in that, the illiterate ignorant monks, 
at the time of the revival of learning in Europe, 
who difcouraged it to the utmoft of their power, and 
even perfecuted the firft reftorers of true tafte and 
polite literature ; being confcious, that, if knowledge 
and learning were generally diffufed, their own want 
of it would be deteded and expofed, and they fhould 
lofe that authority and refpeft, which they had fa 
long enjoyed in eafe and plenty, accompanied with 
profound ignorance and dulnefs. 

We the lefs fcruple faying this, as we can at the 
fame time with the greateft fatisfaftion acknowledge, 
that there are many of our military gentlemen, and 
fome of them of high rank, who ftudy the fublimc 
branches of their profeffion with genius and applica,- 
tion, and, by qualifying themfelves for the higheft 
commands, aim at doing their country fervice, and 
themfelves honour ; who are far from being defirous 
of keeping military knowledge as a fecret, confined 
to a particular body of men ; being fcnfible, that, the 
more it is diffufed, the more judges there will b?* 
capable of doing juftice to their fuperior merit and 
abilities. Thefe gentlemen we have the happinefs of 
^reckoning amongft the friends and well-wifhers to a 

E 2 militia i 
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militia •, who have all along zealoufly promoted the 
eftablifhment of it, and do not fcruplc publickly to 
declare it as their opinion, that it would be of infinite 
fervice on any emergency, if properly difciplined*; 
and that it certainly might be fo, if the gentlemen 
of the country would perform their parts, as officer^, 
with alertnefs and diligence ; for, on that, the very 
exiftcnce of a militia muft depend. 

We are fenfible, that moft of the readers of this 
book will be perfons, whofe purfuits and ftudies 
have led them to the attainment of a very different 
kind of knowledge from that which we now treaft 
of V and that perhaps this is the only book of the 
ibrt, into which they have ever looked. It is indeed 
for fuch that we particularly write : the intent of this 
work being to facilitate to the country gentlemen, jts 
much as we poffibly can, the performance of their 
duty, a§ officers of the militia. Our cafe therefore 
is vaftly different from what it would be, if we were 
writing for thofe who, having been in fome degree 
converfant with military affairs, have already got 
a general notion of the exercife and evolutions ; with 
fuch, a very few words would be fully fufficient, 
to recall to their minds what they have once feen 
pradtifed, to make them comprehend the manner of 
executing it, and underftand any variations that are 
propofed to be made in the performance. But in 
gentlemen who have never confidered thefe affairs, nor 
looked at troops or their manoeuvres, with any de- 
gree of obfervation or attention, we muft excite ide^s 
entirely new, and, being obliged to make ufe of a 
language and terms to which they have not been ac- 
cuftomed, muft explain the eafieft and moft tri- 
fling parts and circumftances, with as much care and 
accuracy, as thofe of the greateft difficulty and im- 
portance 5 the more lb,' as we have to inftruft 

them. 
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them, not only in the feveral parts of the exerclfe, 
fb as to be able to perform them themfelves •, but 
likewifc in the methods of communicating that know- 
ledge, when they have attained it, to others who are 
quite raw and ignorant, in thofe matters. 

For this reafon, in the following pages, we fliall 
do our utmoft endeavours to be as clear and explicit, 
as poflible, in all our diredlions and explanations; 
facrificing elegance of expreflion to plainnefs and 
pcrfpicuity ; and we had rather be cenfured for be- 
ing difFufe, and full of repetitions and tautology ; 
than omit the lead circumftance, that may be necef- 
fary or ufeful to be known and explained. In order 
to render that part of our work ftill more intelligible, 
we have added prints (engraved after drawings taken 
from the life, with the greateft accuracy) of all the 
f^rincipal motions of the manual exercife ; and alfd 
plans of the various methods of wheeling, march- 
ing, and forming, either feparate companies, or 

' *he whole battalion : and though perhaps- thofe who 
have already fome (kill in military matters, may 
laugh at us for this, and think, that we defcend into 
•details too trifling and mintate, expl^ning things which 
every one mult be fuppofed to know -, out unlearned 
readers will we believe thank us for it : for we cannot 
help being of opinion, that it would be much for the 
benefit of all fcholars, if mafters would recall to mind 
(as we have endeavoured . to do) the time of their 
own ignorance, and their firft beginning to learn the 
i-udiments of whatever art, or fcience, they profefs 
teaching -, and recolleft, what were the difficulties, 
which they had to encounter, and what moft Hopped 
<hem in their progrefs. They would then perceive, 
much more clearly and diftindtly, in what manner to af- 
iift their fcholars, and how to remove and explain what- 

- ever is moft likely to puzzle and perplex them. 

We 
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We cannot deny ourfelves here the pleafure of do- 
ing juftice to the corps of militia officers of this 
county, to which we have the honour to belong ; and 
declaring, that the fpirit and zeal which they Ihew, 
and the pains that they take, to learn the exercife, and 
other parts of their duty, are very extraordinary; 
and do them great honour; caufing us to entertain the 
mod fanguine hopes, that we ihall be inferior, in order 
and difcipline, to no other county in the kingdom ; 
though we fincerely wifli, that we may have many 
rivals ; and that we may both feel in ourfelves, and 
excite in others, that noble fpirit of emulation, which 
is produ&ive of the greateft effefts. This we can 
aflure the country gentlemen, that much lefs time 
and application, than many of them beftow upon their 
fports and trifling amufements, will, if applied to 
military affairs, enable them to become excellent mi- 
litia officers ; fufEciently qualified to do good fervicc^ 
in the defence of their laws, liberties, and country, 
if ever they Ihould be attacked or invaded. 
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Words of G)ntmand for the 

MANUAL EXERCISE 






No. Take C^ftr Motions. 



iReft 

2 Order 

3 Ground 

4 Take up 

5 Reft 
dShoulder 

S 



II 

12 

^3 



H 



\ your Firelocks* 



Secure 
10 Shoulder^ 

Fix your Bayonets. 
Shoulder.. — , — 



Cftrry your Firelocks on 
your right Arms. — : 
Shoulder. — — — 



2 
21 
2 
2 

2\ 
2 



3 

3 

3 

■3 



Hor 



Motions; 



27 
28 
29 

30 



31 



31132 
33 



15 Prefent your Arms. 
Face to the Right. 
To the Right. — 
To the Right about; 
Face to the Left. 
To the Left. — 
To the Left about. 



16 

17 
18 

19 

20 

21 
22 

23 
24 

25 



^^■•■V 



'«i* 



-f 



3 
3 

2U 

2 

2U 



Charge your Bayonets, — 
Recover your Arms. ' — 
Prime and Load. 
Shoulder. 



34 
35 
3* 

39 
40 

41 
42 

43 
44 



Prefent. <— - — . *^ 

Fire. . -*- . — — — 

Shoulder. ~ — — 
As Center rank, make 

, ready. — — ■: — 

t^refent. — — — 

Shoulder. 



As Rear Rank> make ready. 

Prefent. — • — « 

Fire. — — — 

Shoulder. 



Rear Hanks,' clofe tb the 
Front, Marclv — — 

Make ready. — 

Prefent. 
Fire.' 



5» 61 AsFrontRank, make ready. [3 [ 



Chargeyour Bayonets. — 
Reeovepyour Arms. — 
Rear Ranks, take your for- 
mer Diftance. — 

March. — — — .- 

Halt, Front. 1— 

Shut your Pans. — ^ 
Shoulder. — — . 



45 
46 

47 
48 

45 

5c [ Shoulder. 



Return your Bayonets. — 



r 

9 

3 

I 

9 
2 

I 

9 
2 

10 

3 
I 

I 

I 

I 

3 

10 

3 

4 
2 

3 

3^ 
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Take 
Care to 

perform 
theMana- 
al Exer- 
cife! 
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I. 

THE 

MANUAL EXERCISE. 

EVERY foldier muft give the greateft 
attention to the words of command, 
remaining perfeftly filent and.fteady, not 
making the lead motion with head, body, 
feet, or hands, but fuch as fhall be ordered. 
The heels at this time are to be in a line, 
not more than 4 inches afunder, the toes 
moderately turned out, (boulders fquare to 
the front, and kept back; the body upright, 
the breaft preffed forwards, the belly drawn 
in, but without bending ; the right hand 
hanging down on the right fide, the back of 
the hand to the front; the firelock carried 
on the left fhoulder, the barrel outv^^ards, 
the butt in the left hand, two fingers being 
under it, the middle finger juft upon the 
turn or fwell of the butt, and the fore fin- 
ger and thumb above it; the piece almoft 
upright, the butt flat againft the outfide of 
the hip-bone, the lock a little turned up, 
the guard being juft below the left breaft, 
and the piece preffed to the body ; the head 
held up and turned a little to the right, ex- 
cept the right-hand man, who looks full to 
the major or exercifing officer. Great care 
muft be taken not to begin a motion, till the 
word of command or fignal on the drum 
be ended ; and then to perform it as quick, 
and with as much life as poflible ; and to be 
very exa£t in counting a fecondof time, or 
one, two, flowly, between each motion ; and 
the major or exercifing officer is to take the 
Part L F fpace 



Plate 2. 
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I. 

Bfeft yoar 
Firelock ! 
1 Motions 



) 
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5 I fpace of two feconds, between the end of 
♦^ each motion and his giving the word of 
. Icoinmami or fignai for another; and this 
the men are likewiie to obfi^rve, when they 
exerclfe by one word of command only ( i }* 



Join yoitr ri^t hand, by fcizinft the fire- Pfcte j. 
lock juft below the lock, at the lame time 
turning it wkh your left hand, fo that the 
k>ck may be outwards or towards the front; 
the piece bring almoft right up arid down, 
not ftirring it from your ftxoulder. Only 
throwing out the left elbow a little. 

Bring the firelock over-agalnft your right PI.4.&1, 
breafti turning the barrel inwards j the cocfc 
about a hand*9-breadth above the waift*- 
belt ; the butt oppofite to the right thigh^ 
your left hand jure above the ftather- fpiingg 
the right hand below the lock, holding the 
pieee nightly, the fingers outwards behind 
the guard, the thumb inwards ; the fire- 
lock clofe to the body, and nearly upright ; 
the right elbow thrown a little out, the 

knees 
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(1) Stoading ftoaldered, is the fitd pofidoii cxf a foldieir undci^ 
arms ; it being the molt graceful and eaiy manner of carr]^iDg a fire^' 
lockj either Handing or marching; and |]kt from which all the other 
a£HonB are to be fcrforflied,- with the'greateft facility and grace. 
According to the old exercifes, in tfars pofition the left hand was 
pkKSed. upon the butt) inflead of v^tAek Jt^ whidi is die Phiffian 
manner of canying arms, and is now gteerally adopted ; the real- 
ibn for it was, that formerly the pikes only were forined in doft 
order to charge^ the muiketeers being in open order ; and, as the 
aiQlbsis were very heavy, they carried them a}moft horizontally npoii^ 
the ih0«lder» Iceqping die butt down with th« kft hafi(i> which Was 
a very eafy and convenient manner of doing it ; bat when bayonets 
were fubftituted to pikes, and the whole was obliged to be in clo(e 
€Jrdcir finr aftioni it was necdTary that die aims Ihould be cxuried very 

»p* 
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Order 




your 
Firelock ! 
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EXERCISE. 3 

• * 

Vu^eti ftraight, and body prcfented well to 
the front. (2) 

Indine the mittzte of your firelock a Plate 6. 
little to the right, filing it with your left 
hand as low as you can without conftrai;^:, 
and feize it at the fame time with your 
right hand, clofe to the muzzle, keqping 
the right thumb up. 

Drop the butt of the firelock on the Matey. 
ground, jtift on die outfide of your right 

F 2 toe. 
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uprigkt, to prevent daihtng and interfering one with another ; an4' 
then the left hand upon the butt was found not onlj an upeafy poii- 
tion, but the men fcarce ever carried their arms upright and'evens 
whkh ^hey do with great eafe in this new manner. 

(z) The refty is the portion of a foldier prepared for immediate 
«d]on ; there being only the motion of cocking to be done, in orderto 
make ready. In the old mufket exercife, the muiket was then placed 
on the reft, ready to prefent and fire from thence; and the fame word 
of command ts kill contimxedy Rffi your firelock t though refts are 
no longer ufed. This pofition has by univerfal agreement been al- 
ways efteemed an attttnde of military compliment ; artfine perhaps 
Irom the old cuftom of the foldiers receiving perfons of difiindion, 
to whom they would dohonoufywith irregular {alvo*sof their moikets» 
4}he aFeude joye, or running fire ; which they aUb pra&ifed at re- 
views and on m) occaAons ofparade.* 

We mnft obferve here, that the army performs this a6Uon, in three 
notions ; we have redu^ it to two^ as we could fee no reafon why 
iny diftin^tott ftould be made between a reft and ^ recover; nor any 
iife or grace in the turning on the heels a half face to the right at the 
41urd modon : and to thofe who defend any additional nfelefi motions^ 
by faying that th^y ferve to fet off and ihow the m^n more to advan- 
tage, we (hd! anfwer> that diere aie cert^un parts of die exercife^ 
^nf£ich arevAoft '^ential, and of the gitateft importance in real fer« 
"vice, fuch as the marc^ng, wheeling, and the firings^ that cannot 
%e too mudi pra£lifed>$ nor too mudi afiiduity nfed, to bring the 
^men to perform them with the greateft quicknefs and accoracy ima- 
ginable ; to do which to perfeaion will afford full cynployment for 
£oth ol^cers and foldicfrs, even of the regulars, let ^em oe ever (b 

dili- 
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III. 

Ground 

your 

Firelock ! 

2 Motions 
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The MANUAL 

toe, the barrel behind, and the lock t6 the 
right ; holding it as before by the muzzle 
with the right hand, and quitting the left 
hand ; the right arm hanging from the hand 
to the elbow clofe by the fide of the firelock, 
the left hand hanging by the left fide, both 
Ihoulders fquare to the front . ( 3 ) 



. 



Turn the firelock on tfee butt, fo that the Pl.S&y- 
lock may be behind, and the barrel towards 
you, and ftep immediately with the left foot 
diredly forward a moderate pace, flipping 
your right hand down almoft to the fwell at 
the tail-pipe, and bending your right knee 
even with the lock; lay the piece down on the 

ground 



diligent, or take ever fo much pains ; and therefoi^ every thin^ 
that renders the leis important parts of the exercife more complicated^ 
and difficult to be performed, mufl be wrong ; as it takes up fo much 
more of the fpldiers time and attention, which may be employed to 
greater advantage. The army ^Ifb perform moil of their words- 
of command from the poiition of the reft ; which we think in many 
inilances is going round about ; as for example, in order to club 
from being ihouldered, they muft firfl reft, which is three motions ^ 
and then club,, which is three more : in the fame manner, to fhouU 
der arain, they firft come to a reft, in three motions, and then 
fhoulder in two ; befides, in their way of coming to a reft, the men / 
muft be halted ; whereas there is not one of our words of command^ 
except the 2d, 34, and 4th« but may be performed marching as well 
as ftanding. 

* Brantome nnes ies mefi, deCamp, cathoL difc. 89. Ar%„ 3^11. edit, de 
laHaye 1 740. W. 10. Pag, 7 1 y* 1 5 7. 

(3) The ordering, is an eafy and graceful attitude for a foldier to 
repofe himfelf, leaning on his piece; which he is then ready (if com* 
manded) togiound. 

We have retrenched the refting on their arms, as have likewife the 
Pruftians and French ; fince the ordering anfwers the purpofe full as 
well, and is a more graceful attitude ; the foldier prefenting his whole 
body better, and ftanding more upright ; his ftioulders being necefl^- 
rily drawn back, by the pofttion he ftanda in. 
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IV. 
Takeap 

your 
Firelock ! 
2 MotioDs 



V. 
Reft yoor 
Firelock ! 
2 Motions 



YI. 
Shoulder 

your 
Firelock ! 
2 Motions 
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2 



EXERCISE. S 

ground in a ftraight lineto the front, the lock 
upwards, your left hand upon your knee, and 
looking up. 

Raife up your body, quitting the firelock, 
and bring back your left foot to the former 
pofition, letting your hands hang by your 
fides. 

Step forward, bending the knee, and feiz- TlBkg. 
ing the firelock above the fwell, in the pofi- 
tion of the firft motion of the former expla- 
nation. 

Raife up yourfelf and firelock, flipping Plate j. 
your right hand up to the muzzle, and turn- 
ing the barrel behind ; you will then be in 
the pofition of ordering, as in explanation 
the 2d. (4) 

Raife the firelock with your right hand, Plate 6. 
bringing it up as hi^h as your eyes, and 
feize it with the left juft above the feather- 
fpring. You will then be in the pofition of 
explanation 2d, motion the ift. 

Come to a reft, as in explanation ift, Plate 4.. 
motion 2d. 



Quit your left hand, and with your right Plate lo, 
hand bring the firelock direftly oppofite to 
your left fhoulder, turning the barrel out- 
wards, and meet it with your left hand un- 
der the butt, placing the two laft fingers 
under it, the middle finger juft upon the 

- fwcU 



(4) The grounding and taking up the firelock, arc anions the u(e 
of which is evident. We have reduced each to two motions, the 
I'll and 4th, in the exercife of the army, being merely for fhovv^ 
and of no ufe. 
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VII. 

Club your 
Firelock ! 
3 Motions 



^ The MANUAL 

jg I fv^H of the bot% and the thorn b and fore- 
finger above it» holding tt upright at about 
a hand's- breadth from the ihoulder, youi! 
right thtnhb up, the left hand at about twa 
inches from your hip-bone. 

Give the fixdock a throw againft your left; Plate 2. 
fhoulder vi^ith your left hand, bringing th< 
hand againft the hip briikly, and throw your . 
fight hand doivn by your rigjht fide, turning, 
the back of it to the front. ( 5 ) 



Seize thie piece with your right hand on Plate 11. 
the infidc, at the heighth of your chin, turn-* 
ing the diumb downwards, and the back of 
the hand torw^ds you, raifing it perpen^icu^ 
lar from your ftioulder. 

Turn the piece brifldy with your right Plate 1 a. 
hand, bringing the butt uppermoflr, and the 
lock outwards to the front, keeping your 
right hand at the fame heighth of your chin, 
and feize it with your left hand about an inch 
from the end of the ftock, holding it per- 
pendicular, over- againft your left fhoiider, 
and about fix inches from it. 

With your left hand bring the piece brilkly Hate 1 3, 
againft your fhoulder, and throw your right 
hand down by your right fide, turning the 
back of it to the front. (6) , 

£dze 
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(;) Reft your firelock ! and fhoulder ! Both thefe might be done 
"by one word of command, in 4 motions ; but, as they-arfrdiilin^ 
a^ons, we have made two of thfiim. We always begin every 
46Uon from the fhoulder, and return to that again, it being the 
primary pofidon. 

(6) As the pofition of being fhoaldered, though oafy and grace- 
£U, becomes tirefome if Ioi\g continued ; when the men are to 

march 



vin. 

Shoulder ! 
3 Motions 
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IX. 

Secure 

your 
Firelock ! 
j.Motioii} 



EXERCISE 7 

$ci2e the piece at the fwell of the tail- Pl*te 14. 
pipe with your right hand, the thumb turn^- 
ed downwards as in the ift motion of expla- 
nation 7th, bringing it off from your fhoul- 
der perpendicular. 

Turn the muzrle upwards, and place your Plate i.y., 
left hand under the butt, as in explanation 
the '6th9. motion ift, taking care to bring the 
barrel outwards towards the front, and hold- 
ing it perpendicular over-affainfl: your Ihout* 
der, and about fix inches from it. 

Bring it on your fhoulder. as in explana- Plate 2. 
tion the 6th^ motion 2d, 

Seize your firelock with your right hand P^a^ '6- 
below the lock, raifing it about a hand's- 
breadth from the fhoulder, not turning it,, 
but keeping the barrel outwards. 

Throw up your left hand, and feize the Plate 17. 
firelock at the fwell below the tail-pipe, 
keeping your left thumb up, and your arm 
cloie along the outfide of the firelock. 

Throw down your left hand briflcly along Plate 18. 
with the firelock, bringing the lock under 
your left arm, the barrel downwards, your left 
wrift at the heighth of your waift- belt, the 
muzzle in a ftraight line to the front within a 
foot of the ground, and throw your right 

hand 



march to a confiderable diftanceyOr are difinifledy tfacy are ordered to 
club : they then are fuppofed free frofli conftraint* and may carry 
their arms in the manner they find moft convenient; carrying 
a piece clubbed being one of the eaiSeft nuuiners of doing it. We 
tmnk that the eaie and ihortnefs of our method of clubbing, from 
the (houlder, which may be done marching, muft ftrike every 
body with the difference between it» and the manner in which the 
regular troops perform it. 
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Shoulder ! 
3 Motions 



XL 
Fix your 
Bayonet! 
5 Motions 



2 
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The MAN U A L 

hand down by your fide, turning the back 

of it to the front. (7) ; 

Raife your firelock with your left hand, Plate 17. 
feizing it with your right hand behind the 
lock, as in the fecond motion of the former 
explanation. 

Quit the firelock with your left hand, Plate 10. 
bringing it under the butt, as in the ift mo- 
tion of explanation 6th. 

As in the 2d motion of explanation 6th. Plate 2. 

- , .» ■* 

y As in the ift and 2d motions of cxpla- PI. 16 & 
J nation 9th. '7- 

• Sink the piece in your left hand on the PI. 19 & 
left fide, with the butt behind, and feizing 
the bayonet with your right hand, with the 
thumb over the bend of the fliank, draw it, 
and, bringing the notch over the fight on the 
muzzle, turn it from you and fix it. (8) 

Bring 



20. 
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(7) The fecurmg, is to keep the lock from wet, in rainy weather. 
Oar manner of doing it from the fhoulder, we think, muft be allowed 
to be as (hort and eafy as poflible. 

(8) Fix your bayonets ! We have reduced this to three motions ; 
the 3d motion may perhaps be objected to as too much com- 
pounded, and that it had better be divided into more ; but, though 
this motion be compounded, yet it is eafily performed in the time 
of one, when men are a little pradifed it. it; and if it takes up a 
little more time,^ than one motion ihould do, it is not perceived, 
as there is a paufe between that and the other word of command 
to (houlder. We mufl ixiake this obfervation upon the prefent mi* 
litary exercife, that no lefs than four words of com/nand, and ten 
motions, are ufed for the performance of one fingle adlion, a;/s;. 
fixing the bayonet : and, to (houlder again, there are two words of 
conunand, and five motions ufed. To return the bayonet, four 
^ords of command, and ten motions : and, to (houlder, two words 
of conunand, and five motions. 



XIL 
Shoulder ! 
3 Motions 
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Firelock 

on your I 

right Arm! j 

3 Motions J 



XIV. 
Shoulder!*! 
3 Motions J 
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EX E R C I S E. 9 

Bring up the piece again with fOUr left Hate 17. 
hand, stnd (eize it with your right, fo as to 
be in the pofition of explanation loth, mo- 
tion I ft. 

As in explanation loth, motion 2d. Plate 10. 

As in explanation i oth, motion ^d. Plate 2. 



} Bring your firelock to a reft, as in ex- PI. 3.^4. 
planation ift. 

Turn your right hand, fo that the palm Plate 21. 
may be towards the front, the fingers be- 
hind and thumb before, and grafp the 
fmall of the ftock below the guard in that 
manner ; at the fs^me time drop your right 
arm down by your right fide, and throw . 
the left hand down by the left fide ; the 
piece will then be carried upright, the barrel 
againft the hollow of your right flioulder, 
the right arm a little bent, fupporting the 
firelock. (9) 

Shift your right haad, brining the back Plate 4. 
^f the hand outwaids and, feizing it above 
I Part I. G the 



(9) The firelock on the rizht arm is a Pruffian attitude, fubfti- 
tuted inftead of carrying the firelock on the left arm ; which is a 
manner of carrying the arms, ufed in troopfaig the colours, guard* 
Ing prifi>ners» and on feme other oCcafions ; and is indeed ^ne of 
the eafieft and genteeleft ways of carrying a piece in fisopdng, or 
when one is at liberty to let it reft upon &e bend of tft left arm : 
but in dofe order, as the arms (hould be cafried very upright* to 
avoid hitting and claihtng, the firelock muft be .kept up to the 
hollow of tne left Aoulcbr, and the .piece preficd to the body ; 
fo that the butt hit« againft the knees, and is troublefome in 
marchin? : and one fcarce ever fees the men cvr^ them fo grac?- 
iully and unifoTfiily, m they ought to do: whetras the firelock 
on the right arm cauies a man tOipident hinielf well, and keep 
•back his ftiouklers; and the piece is carried getk&ly upright. 



IQ 



XV. 
Prcfentyr. 

a Motions 

XVI. 
Pace to 
the Right r 
2 Motions 



XVII. 
To the 
Right! ^ 
2 Motions 



XVIIL 
To the 

*ight 
. about ! 

3 Motions 



XIX. 
Face to 
the Left! 
fl Motions 



I 

2 



The MANUAL 

the feather- fpring with yourleftKand, coirtc 
to a relt. 

As in explanation 6th, motion ift and P.10&2. 
2d. (10) 



} 



\ As in explanation ift: 



P1.3&4* 



f 



Bring your right heel about fpur inches Plate 24. 
behind your left heel, making a fquarc 
with your two feet. 

Turn on your heels a quarter of a turn 
to the right, without ftirring your heels 
from their places. 



The fame as in explanation 1 6th. 



The fame as in explan.ation 1 6th, mo- 
tion ift. 

Turn at once on your heels to the fight 
quite about without ftirring your heels from 
their places *, fo that you will then face di- - 
reftly oppofite to where you did, and your 
right foot will be foremoft. 

Bring your right foot back even with your 
left, fetting it down firm. 

Bring your right heel cloieiup to th^ ball piate 25. 
of yojir left foot, fetting it iquairc. 

Ttirn 



(ro) Prefenting thearms^ being the fame pofi^ion with that of 
die reft, tieeds no farther ei^laimtion y it is fo termed when nfed 
-ai.acom|>liiiwm< 



o o 



^ 
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XX. 

To the 

Left! 

% Motions 



XXL 

To the 

Left 

about! 

3 Motions 



XXIL 
Charge 
«yottr bay- 
onet ! 
t Motion. 



EXE R C I S E. II 

Turn on your heels a quarter of a turn 
to the left, without ftirring your heels from 
their places. 

The fame as in explanation i9th« 



The fame as in explanation 19th, mo* 
tion I ft. • 

Turn at once on your heels to the left 
quite about, without ftirring your heels from 
their places •, fo that you will then face di* 
reftly oppofite to where you did, and yoar 
left foot will be foremoft. 

Bring your right foot up even with the 
left, fetting it down firm. 



Step backwards a moderate pace with Plate 14. 
your right foot, bending your knee a little, 
and keeping the right knee ftraight^ and bring 
down your firelock to your right fide above 
the waift-belt, arafping ftrongly with your 
right hand the ^all of the ftock behind the 
lock, and prcfling the piece againft the top 
of your hip -, the bayonet being prefented to 
the front in a (lope upwards, the point as high 
as your breaft, and fupported firmly with 
the left hand between the feather-lpring and 
the tail-pipe, the hand underneath, and the 
thumb on the infide along the ftock, the left 
arm and elbow prefled to the body. (11) 

G 2 Bring 






*.liM 



(1 1} The attitude of chafing the bojonet as diredled in the 
military exercise, thoogK it hai an appeardACe of ftrength and 

firmncfs, 



12 

xxiir. 

Recover 

yr. Arms ! 
1 Motion. 

XXIV. 
Tnmt and 

Load! 
9 Motions 



The M A N U A L 

Bring up the right foot and come to a Plate j^ 
reft, as in explanation ift. 



. Step back with your right foot a mode- P^te ij, 
rate, pace, placing it iquare behind the left 
heel, facing full to the right, and bring 
the piece down under the right breaft ; raif- 
ing the muzzle as high as the man's head 
in the rank before you, the left hand half- 
way between the fwell and the feather- fpri ng^ 
and preffing your left arm againft your body 
to fupport the firelock in that pofition •, plac- 
' ing at the fame time the ball of your right 
thumb againft the hammer. 

Open the pan, throwing back the ham- Plate 25, 
mcr withi your thun^^ the right elbow 
down. 

Handle 



iirmnefs, is a very weak polition, firom whence no other motion 
can weH be made ; being in itfelf as mnch contrary to all the rules 
cf defence, or fencing, as lor any one, after making a thraHy to 
remain upon the lonse : the leaft efibft made fideways on the BrC'^ 
lock, or the body, throws the man down, or difarms him ; nor 
can he advance, or make a pufh from it. By our method of charg* 
ing the bayonet, a man is firm againft any (hock, and in guard ; 
havittff the command of his body, feet^ and firelock^ to ufe as he 
iball fee occafion, or opportunity, to defend himfelF, f»r annoy his 
enemy, or to advance upon him, if he ihonld give way. Our 
manner of chaij^ing the bayonet feems to Be the fame with that 
which the Pruffians ufe in action : fo far as we can judee,^ from 
the obicnre and almoft unintelligible defcription, given of it in ther 
legulatioas for the Pruflian infantry,, pnnted at London in quarto> 

^757* P^Sf* 35* ^* ^^^ ^vcn no word of command for pnihinp 
the oayonet^ the motion being fo natural, that one in adion can 
Icarce avoid doing it properly ; befides no particular direOton cai^ 
hfi given about it» as every man muft watch his time, and the 
opening wtjoch his enemy givea hkn; to makie his pufli. 



o o ^ 
^ U 



EXERCISE. 

Handle your cartridge, bringing down 



n 



your right hand brifkly to your pouch, and9 
taking out a cartridge with your two fore- 
fingers and thumb, bring it up to your 
mouth, the elbow a little turned up, and 
open it, by biting off the top of the paper 
fo as to feel the powder in your mouthy then, 
placing your thumb upon the top of the cart- 
ridge, bring it down clofe to and even witJi 
thepan, the thumb uppermoft, and, turning 
up your hand, prime by (hakJng fomeof the 
powder into the pan, place your thumb again 
upon the cartridge, and bring your two laft 
fingers behind the hammer. 

Shut the pan with a (hort and quick mo- 
tion, drawing down your elbow. 

Caflr back the muzzle of your firelock^ 
pufhrng down the butt, and finking it with 
your left hand as low as you can without 
conftraint; catch the muzzle on the hollow 
of your right hand, keeping the firelock 
clofe to your body, and prefTing the left 
hand againft the waift-band ; the butt op- 
pofite to and over your left toe, the left 
knee a little bent, fupporting the firelock ; 
the cartridge covered with the thumb held 
up clofe to the muzzle in a line with the 
barrel, the right elbow down. 

Load, putting the cartridge into the bar- Plate 26^ 
rel, the ©pen end downwards, and pufli it 
down into the barrel with your fore finger, 
and place your fore finger and thumb ont 
the thick end of the rammer. 

Draw your rammer as far as you can, ^utc 27. 
catching it inftantly with your right hand, 
the thumb turned dowawards, and back of 
I the 
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The M A N U A L 

m 

] the hand towards you; clear it of the pipes, 
I and turn it immediately, bringing the butt 
of the rammer againft your waift-Wt; 
fhorten it, by flipping your hand down to 
about three inches from the end, and bring 
the butt of the rammer into the muzzle upon 
the cartridge. 

Slip up your band to the middle of the Pla» »•• 
rammer, and drive! it down with a good 
force, catch it at the muzzle, and draw it 
out as quick and as far you can *, feize it 
again with your thumb downwards and 
back of the hand towards you^ and clearing 
it of the barrel turn your hand, and, bringing 
the fmall end againft your waift-belt, 
fliorten it, flipping your hand down within 
1 2 inches of the end, the fore finger up 
along the rammer, and enter the fmall end 
of the rammer into the pipes, conducting 
it with your fore finger and thumb through 
the fecond pipe. 

Bring your fingers quick on the butt of 
the rammer, pufliing itquite down ; and im- 
mediately raife the firelock in your left hand, 
and bring your right hand under the lock, 
your right hand a little below your waift- 
belt, flipping your left hand down to the 
feather- ipring, the piece right up and down, 
and the lock outwards, your thumb oli the Plate jj. 
infide turned upwards, keeping faced to the 
tight. (12) 

As 






■^^^ 



iAteA4i*ia_^irtM^UkJba 
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(12) The firing and loading motions, are very Imlc diifercnt 
from thofe ufcd ^ the regular troops ; only we have lAade fewer 
of them, there beiogi as we have already obferved, an txcefs in 
dividing the motions too much, as well as in leaving the^n too 

meek 



XXV. 

Shoulder i 
a Motions 

XXVL 
As Front 
Rk. make 

Ready ! 
3 Motions 



I 
2 

I 



J 2d. 



EXERCISE. 15 

As in explanation 6th, motion lift anld P.«o&?. 



\ 



Join your right hand, and come to Pi.3.&4. 
a reft, as in explanation ift, placing your 
right thumb upon the cock. 

Step 



much compounded. As thefe motions in the tin^e of a^lion^ and 
ip the pertormance of the platoon firings, are to be performed as 
quick as poflible, without any interval of tiipe between them ; we 
have endeairoorcd to ttiark, by the ftops dire6ked in this explana- 
tion, the moft eiTcntial motionit which on^ht on no account to be 
n^gledted or omitted, that the men, by being accudomed to make 
paufes there, may the better remember them when they do them 
quick. 

We maftown here, that, if there it any part of ear exercife 
with which we oorfelves are not thoronghly iatisfied, k is the 5 th 
motion of this explanation, though we have in it copied the exer- 
cife of the army ; but we muH think, that the Pruflian manner of 
coming up to their proper front, advancing the right foot before 
the letc, and briaging the firelock to the left fide, has fomething 
in it much more gracefuland Ibldier^ike ; as the men by this means 
keep fronting the enemy, and take their motions from the right, 
which is a more regular and proper manner : whereas this way of 
cafting back the fireTock to the rear, makipg a fhce to the right, 
gfves tbe men ao appearance pS tuning away from the enemy, 
and they then mnft take their motions from the rear ; the man- 
ner Ukewife of the Prufiians fliouldering, from the poficion of load^ 
ing, is very graceful and military. Had this exercife been de/Igned 
§or regular troops, we mod certainly fhould have adopted the Pruf- 
fian methixl ; bat eaft and facility was fo niuch 10 be confidered, 
in an exercife compofed for the militia, that we were determined 
by that oonfideration ; the caftlng^^back the firelock, .and afte. wa ds 
the bringing the right hand under the lock and fhouMering front 
thence, being motions which are certainly eafier to be learned and 
performed, nuia the others, whkh require more praiflice to do 
them well. 

N, 3. Whenever we mention the exercife <»f th^ army, we 
xiean that which was fu forth by authority, figned by the adja« 
tantgeneral, June 25th, 1757; it being the eftabliflied rule that 
tbd army is fuppofed to go by ; though there are few regiments 
but what have introduced fome variations^ and particularities of 
their own. 
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The M A N U A L 

Step back with your right foot, three feet Plate s 
to the rear, in a dired line, and kneel 
upon the right knee, the toe turned inwards, 
and heel upright; the perpendicular line 
of the body falling about 1 2 inches behind 
the left heel, the body upright, the butt of 
the firelock placed at the fame time upon the 
ground, in a line with the left heel ; upon 
coming down to the kneel you cock the 
fireloc 



xxvn. 

Prefeotl 
I Motion* 






XXVHL 

Fire! 
yNfodons 



Bring down the muzzle of your piece Plate 31. 
with both hands, flipping your left hand 
forward, as far as the fwell of the ftOck by 
the tail pipe, and place the butt-end in the 
hollow betwixt your right breaft and (boul- 
der, prefling it clofe to you i at the fame 
time take your right thumb from the cock, 
placing your fore finger on the trigger, 
both arms clofe ^ your body, taking good 
aim by leaning the head to the right, and 
looking along the barrel. 

Draw your trigger ftrongly, and at once ?Uv^i^. 
with the fore finger-, and, immediately upon 
having fired, rife from the kneel, bringing 
the right foot behind the left heel, as in the 
lit motion of the 24th explanation^ and tht 
right thumb upon the cock. 

Half cock your firelock, ilraining the 
tumbler to the half- bent with your right 
thumb, bringing down your ri^t elbow at 
the fame time to add force to it. 



Handle 
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.;JfXIX.. 

Shoulder! 

2 Motions 

XXX. i 
As Center 
Rankl 
ma Ice 
read)> ! 

3 Motions 



XXXL 

Prefent! 
I' Motion. 

XXXII. 

Fire! ' 
9 Motions 

XXXIII. 

Shoulder ! 

2 Motions 

XXXIV. 

As Rear . 
Rank! ' 
make 
ready! 

3 ^lotions 



3 

4 

5 
6 

7 
8 



EXERCISE. 

Handle your cartridge. "^ 

Shut your pans. 

Caft back. 

Load. 

Draw your rammer. 



»7 



As in cxplana- •PJatc 26. 
tion 24th, motions *7' *8. & 
3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, *'• 

i^raw your raniiiicr. . th,8th,and Qth. 

Ram down your charge. J' ' ^ 

9 1 Return your rammer. 

I As* iaexplanation 6th, motion ift and p. 10&2. 



I 
2 



2d. 



« ' t 4 



As in explanation 26th,* only this rank, P^-3j^4* 
inftead of flepping back three feet *. and ^ ^^** 
kneeling, fteps back with the right foot 1 8 
inghes in a dirtdl line to the rear, by that . 
means bringing thnr feet juft behind the 
right feet of the front rank ; cocking the 
firelock, and keeping it upright at a re- 
cover. ... 
I I A« in exphnatioa 27tb, keeping the fine- Plate 33. 
lock a little to the right of the front rank. ; 



I 

2 



As in explanation 28th. 



} 



id. 



As in explanation 6th, motion i ft and P.10&2, 



As in explanation 30th, only this rank, Pi.3 &4. 
inftead of falling back, fteps to th* right 
with their right feet, till, theirrtoes! touch 
the hinder part of the left heels of the 
right-hand men ; * at the fame fime bend- 
ing their right knees a little, fo that their Plate 34. 
bodies may be oppofite to the intervals 

Part I. H of 



i 



1^ 
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XXXV. 

Prcfent ! 

1 Motion. 

XXKVL 

Fire! 
9 Motions 

XXXVII. 
Shoulder I 

2 Motions^ 

XXXVIII 
Rear rks, 
dofe to . 
the front ! 

Harch ! 

4oMns. 



XXXIX. 

Make 
ready ! 

3 Motions 



XL. 

Prcfent ! 

i Motion. 

XLI. 

Fire ! 

1 Motion. 

XLil. 

Charge 

your 

bayonets ! 

I Motion. 



The MANUAL 

of the file-lieaders and files xipon the righf ; 
t|ie firelock held in the fame pofition as ^n 
I explanatioA 30th. 

As in explanation a 7th; 



9 



I 

2 

10 



As in explanation ^8th, 



fliotru 



} 



id. 



As in explanation 6th, motion 1 ft and 






The centre and rear ranks ftep pfF tp- 
gether with the left feet, the centr^ rank 
tnake^ five paces, and bring up theip rigjit 
feet, the rear rank makes ten paces, and 
bring up tlieir left feet 5 the ranks aye th?n 
at oi>e pace or two feet ^funder. 

The three ranks make ready together^ 
the front rank as in explanation 2 6tn, the 
centre rank as in explanation 30th, the 
rear rank as in explanation 34th. 

As in explanation ^^th. 



Having fired, the fro|it rank rifes up, aU Pi. 4. 
three coming to a recover, as in explain- 
tion 23d. 

As in explanation 2 2d. ^^ *♦• 

N. B. "ithefrm^ rank anly cbarga^ the remr 
ranks remain re^^ired. Tke officers in/bo are 

in 
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XLUI. 

Recover 
yr. Annf ! 
1 Motion. 

XUV. 
Rear-rks ! 
take your 

former 
diftance ! 
3 Motions 

XLV. 

March! 
lo Mns. 



lO 



I 

iH thtfiront rank charge ibeir iayonets^ and i be 
ferjeants their baiter ts. 



^9 



flfihg your ftct fquare, and come to a pi, 4, 
recover, as in explanation 23d. 



The centre and rear ranks go to the 
right about, as in explanation 18th. (13) 



The. centre and rear ranks ftep off to- 
gether, beginning with their left feet 5 the 
centre rank counts five, paces and halts ^ the 

H 2 rear 



r 



\ ' 



(13) Rear rai^ks take year former diltanCe ! ^$a^clr ! In the mt- 
litary way of perfo: ming this, there is more drfficuFty, and more 
aRtenlion required in &e men, than in ours : in the former, the 

. fiien muA obferve to ilep off with their right of left foot, aceordmg 
to the rank they are in ; and the centre rank is td attentd to, and 
count the fleps of the rear rank, in order to begin When tlhat makes 
ihe 6di pAte, and theii cofant five Heps moire of its own^ wheieas, 
in oor msnher of doing it, both lanlcs ftep oflF toother with their 
left feet» and the men. in each rank have only to count their own 
paces, stnd halt wlien tBe^ have made their number, brirfging their 
feet fi^are. In the military exiercife, the halting t^on tie left feet 
oceafi6ns bciilh ranks to ({and ih a veiy otigrad^fibl^ ank^ard poii* 
tion, till the neJKt word of command Halt is given. , Th^ goin^ to 
the left about is likewife altered; for, as, in going eifter to the' 
right or left aBbuf, the foldief fs to turn upon his left heel, not 
ftirring it from its place, it is exactly the fame thing as tb his pofi- 
lion in the rank and file, whether h6 goes to the right or to the left ; 
therefbi'e we go to the right about only, on all otcafions ; fo that 
the men are .not fo liable to miHake, and caufe a confuiion, by 

. ibme of them going about 6he way when they ikould do it the 
other, as they would be» if accttftomedto both» . I 



£0 



XLVI. 
Halt! 
Front ! 

3 Motions 

XLVII. 

Shut yotir 

pans ! 

4 Motions 



XLVIIL 
Shoulder ! 
a Motions 

XLIX. 

Return yr. 

bayonet ! 

3 Motions 



L. 
Shoulder ! 
3 Motions 



3 
.4 
I 

« 

2 

f 

2 

3 
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The M A N U A L 

rear rank counts ten paces and halts, bring-- 
ing their feet fquare. 

The centre and rear ranks come to; the; 
rightabout, as in explanation 1 8th. 

Come to your priming pofition, as in PI. 25, 
explanation 28th, motion the ift, with 
your right thumb upon the cock. 

Half-cock, as in explanation 28th, mo- 
tion 2d, and bring your fingers behind the 
hammer. * I 

Shut your pans, as in explanation 28th, 
motion 6th. 

Come.to a recover, as in explanation 23d. PL 4. 



/v 



}As in explanation the 6th, motion ift PI. 1 
and' 2d. * 2' 



o 3c 



I As in explanation i ith. 



PI.16.& 
17- 



Sink the piece in your left hand on the 
left fide, with the butt behind, at the fame 
time catching the muzzle in the hollow of Pi. 19. 
your right hand ; let the bend of the Ibank 
come between your thumb and fingers, and 
ftrike it up ftrongly j turn it to you, unfix 
and return it into the fcabbard, bringing up 
your right hand immediately to the muzzle. 



I 



As in explanation 12th. 



rPl.17, 
-{Pl. 10. 
I PL 2. 



If the men have flood long Jhoulder- d^ and the 
commanding officer is willing to ea/e them^ be 
will give the word of command : 



Join 



Support ' I 
your . 
arms! 
% Motions 



Cany yr. 

anns ! 
2 Motions 



Wipe yr. 

arms! 
6 Motions 



EXERCISE. 

Join your right hand, feizing the firelock 
juft below the lock, not turning it, nor ftir- 
ring it from your Iboulder. 

Quit the butt with the left hand, and 
bring it over your right arm acrofs your 
breaft, refting yoUr left hand arthe bend of 
the right elbow, and let the copk of your 
firelock reft upon your left arm. 

^0 make them Jhaulder again^ be will give 
the ward of command : 

Place your left hand under the butt, as 
before explained. 

Throw your right hand down by your 
fide, as in explanation the 6th, motion the 
2d. 

If the firings have been performed with pow- 
der^ fo that it be neceffary to wipe the pans and 
bayonets^ (injlead of the 4Jth) he will give 
the word of command : 



21 



Come. to your priming pofition, as inpi. 25. 
explanation 28th, nwtion ift, with your 
thumb upon the cock. 

Half-cock, as in explanation 28th, mo- 
tion 2d. 

Bring your hands to your pouch, and 
take out your wiping rag, wipe your pan, 
and bring your fingers behind the hammer. 

Shut your pans, as in explanation 28th, 
motion 6th. 

Caft back, as in explanation 24th, mo- 
tion 5 th. 



Wipe 



22 
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Shoulder ! 
2 Motions 



' 






2 



The M A N U A L, &c. 

Wipe your bayonet, and, immediately re- 
turning the rag into your pouch, brihg yout 
right hand under the lock, as in explana^^ 
tion 24tb, morion 9th. 

As in explanation 6th, tihetion ii!k and 



} 



2d. 



N. B, It wilt he neceffdry^ onfome occtftom^ 
« U jm and return the bajtmets fr<m the pi/ltioi^ 
of a reft 'y this is to he done in me tnoiiof^^ iring^ 
ing the piece at once from the right fide^ intif 
the pofkion if eicplanaiicm 1 1 , motion ^d^ ot 
of explanation 49, motion ^d\ 'u^hen the hayoftet 
iiflxid^ or returned^ you come hack toyoutrefi 
. in oHe motion likewife. 




It ' t x^- 



on 

•9 
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I. 

Order 

your 

f ufee ! 

3 Motions 



[ *3 } 



II. 



EXERCISE 



O F THE 






OFFICERS, 

AND THE 

MANNER OF SALUTING. 

TH E officers are at all times to carry 
their f ufees on their right arms, in the 
manner defcribed in explanation 13th of the PI. jj. 
Manual Exercife •, except when they are al- 
lowed to order their fufees, which is when 
they take their poft in the front of their com- 
panies, or battalion : or when they are to 
march to a conliderable diftance ; at which 
time they are to carry their fiifees in their 
right hands. 

The officers mufl likewife always obfervc 
to fUnd quite fteady and upright, call their 
eyes to the right, and drefs with theif bo- 
dies and fufees in a line to the right : let 
their kft hands hang down behind their 
fwords •, keep their feet in a line, their knees 
fHfF, and {land fquare to the front j divide 
the ground equally, and perform all the mo- 
tions quick and fhort, and with great life. 

Seize the fufee with your left hand at the PI. 36. 
fwdl of the tail-pipe, bringing it a hand's- 
breadth from the (houlder, and keeping it 
upright. 

Sink theftifee with the left hand> keep- PI. 37. 
ing it perpendicular, and feize it with tlie 

right 
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-II. 

Canyyr. 

fufee on 

your right 

arm! 
3 Motions 



III. 

Carry yr. 

fufee in 
your right 

hand! 
3 Motions 



IV. 

Carry yr. 

fufee, on 

your right 

arm! 
3 Motions 



Exercise of the Officers, and 

right hand near the muzzle, at the height 
of your eyes. .. , . , 

Drop the butt of the fufee oa the ground PI. i%. 
by your* right toe, throwing your left hand 
down by your left fide, as in explanation 
2d, motion 2d, of the Manual Exercife.* 

Raife the fu'ee with your right hand, PI. 37. 
bringing it up a& hi9;h as your eyes, and feize 
it viiih your left juft at the fwell of the taii- 
pipf, keeping the piece uprighr. 

Raife up the piece fo as to bring the left pi. 36. 
hand even with the hollow of your left 
(houlder, and feize ir With the right hand 
behind the (mall of the ftock, asMn expla- 
nation 1 3 th of the Manual ; you will then be 
in the pofition defcribed in the ift motion 
of the former explanation. 

Throw your left ha/id.down by your left PI. 35« 
fide, and come to the pofition of explana- 
tion 13th, motion 3d, of the Manual. 



As in explanation ift, motion ifl:. PI. 36. 

Seize the fufee with the right hand, juftPI. 39- 
above the feather-fpring, keeping the piete 
upright. 

Drop the fufee down by your right fide in Fl. 40. 
your right hand, carrying it with the point 
of the bayonet to the front, floping upwards, 
and thQ butt to the rear, a little funk. 

* ' 1 

* 

Raife up the fufee with your right hand, PI. 39.^ 
and feize it with the left at the fwell of the ; 
tail -pipe, keeping the piece .upright. • 

2 As in explanation 2d, motion 2d. . pi. 36. 

3 As in explanation 2d, motion 3d. . pi. 35. 

N.B. 
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The Manned 0/ BAtvTtn(h. is 

N. B, When anf of tbefe wards of com- 
mand are to be performed marcbingy you mu/l 
ohfe^e to begin your frji motion when you flep 
^itbyour right foot ^ tbefecond when you ftep 
with your kftj and the third when you ftep tf- 
gmn with your right foot. 

tT When the men are cammanded to charge 
their hojfonets^ as in explanation 42J of the 
Manual^ or ^t *afty other time during the per- 
formance of the firings^ the officers mufi Ukewife 
charge theirs^ bringijig ibefufeein me motion 
from the right 4am to ihe pofitioH of explana- 
tion 22d in the Mamal. When the men reco- 
ver their 4trmSj the officers likewife come back to 
their former p^tioH of larrying tbefufee in the 
right arm, in one motion^ throwing their Uft 
ba$dd/ff^nJy]JihfirjSde. 

Sqze,t|ip^ivlcc withy^ at ^he PI* 3^* 

fwcU of tlje l^i^flbc, ^Vriftg^g it a, hand's- 
breadtK ftiOm ^ 'JnouJ4er aaa keeping it 

,$^^k firith die right 6}0tz moderate PI* ^n 

Ezcci or i;84J;^f3s, in;a^n6.v^ left 
eel, your right toe pointing to the rie|ht^ 
and the left to thc^ftQ^ ikffB^g ypi»M)0. 
#MW<W?tt? J . 4PAf«pp,^^ jthe 
bayonet directly to the front, within eight 
inches of the ground ; fupporting the piece 
on the back of the left hand, holding it 
(lightly between the thumb and fore finger^ 
the fingers extended, and back of the hand 
upwards i grafping the fmall of the dock 
with your right hand, the right eibow* 
fquare, at the height of the fhoulder. 

Bring your fight foot up fquare, 4nd ?!• i^i 
raife up the fufee perpendicular, a) in the 
(irft motion of this explanation. 
Part I. ^ I firing 
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The Manner of Saluting,, 

Bring your fufee on your right arm,' as PI. 42. 
in explanacion 2cl, motion 2d; and put 
ycur left hand up to your hat, the left el- 
bow fquarc. 

Pull off your hat v/ith your left hand, PI. 43^ 
^nd let it hang down behind your fvvord, 
taking care not to bow ycur head in the 
leaft. ^ 

The pofitions are the fame as in the falutc PL i& 
(landing; it is to begin when you are at 
about fix pace^ from the perfon whom you 
are to falute; obferving to Begin the firft • 
motion, when you ftep with your right foot. 

The fecond with the left, which brings PL j^u 
you to the fecond pofition. 

The 3d with your right, ftepping forward 
with it, which anfwcrs to the third pofkion. 

The fourth with the left. PI. $6. 

The fifth with the right. Il ^*' 

After you are paft the perfon whom you *^ 
have faluted, about fix paces^ put on your 
hat again, iti two motions. 

Put on your hat. 

Throw your kft hand down by your fidei' 
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THE 



Halbert Exercise. 

THE firft pofition is that of being or- 
dered; in this pofition the halbert 
is held perpendicular on your right fide» 
near the body, the butt on the ground, 
even with the hollow of the right foot, and 
about four inches from it ; the flat of the 
iron towards the front, and the hatchet 
part turned from you to the right, holding 
it with the right hand, at the height of 
your fhoulder } the knuckles turned to the 
front, and the right arm hanging from the 
hand to the elbow, clofc by the ftaff of the 
halbert, the left hand hanging by the left 
fide, both fhoulders fquare to the front. 

Bring your halbert up before you, hold- 
ing it perpendicular, and turning the edge 
of the hatchet to the front j your right hand 
at the lieight of your eyes ; and feize it with 
the left hand, as low as you can without 
conftraint, keeping it it near the body. 

Raife your halbert in your left liand, till 
your hand is at the height of your chin, 
raifing. the left elbow a Httle ; and ieize it 
at the butt with your right hand, the back 
of it to the front, keeping the hatchet to- 
ward&the front. 

I 2 Sink 
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III. 

Order 
your 
halbert! 
2 motions 



IV. 

Advance 
your 
halbert! 
3 motioDs 



V. 

Order 
year 
halbert! 
3 motions 



VI. 

Club yoar 
halbert! 
2 motions 
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The HALBERt Exercise. 

Sink the halbert in your left hand, and 
feize it with' the right at the height of your 
eyes, keeping it perpendicular, and cotne 
to the pofition of explanation 2d, mo- 
tion I ft. 

Bring the halbert to your right fide, 
turning the hatchet to the right, and drop 
the butt by your right toe, in the pofition 
of explanation ift. 

As in explahatibh 2d, motion ift and 
2d. 

Drop your right arm down by your right 
fide, turning the hand io ai to bring the 
hatchet to the right, and the flat to the 
front; the halbert will thai be carried up- 
right, the ftafF againft the hollow of your 
right fhdulder, the right arm a little bent, 
fupporting the halbert, throwing your kft 
hand down by you!r Idt fide. 

Bring yotit halbert before you, turning 
the hatchet to the front, and, feizfa^ it with 
your left hai^ come to theipofition of ex- 
planation 2d^ motion 2d.- 
' The TamT^ds in ea^lsukation 3d, inot|on 

lit 'and 2d; 

. . _ . » • - ( 

I ; 

Turn your ha)bert witli y6utr iSght kaAd, 
keeping it faft, fo tftat tbb {ptdx tie doWn- 
w^rds, and die butttilJperatiQftr*, aiki tcriig 
it oppofitfe to your IdEt ffhbuider, &iiing'ie; 
at the fame time, !with the iefbiiaiAd^.iialif a 
foot above the hjatchet, 2ndhxMiagitjJtT^ 
pendicitlarly at two good hand^b^ticeadihs 
from the Body; the right harid toi>e nn a 
level with the elbow> which is to teipiare ; 
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The Halbert fixKRCiss. 

the flat of the iron to the front, and the 
hatchet to the left. 

Let the ftaflf of the halbert fall on the 
left (houlder, and throw your right hand 
down by yovr'fide. 



Raife the halbert frcm the (boulder two 
good hand'S breadtbs,and feizeit baek-hand- 
td with the right hand, at the height of 
your chin, turning the thumb downwards^ 
the knuckles towards you, and come to the 
pofition of explanation 6th, motion xft. 

Turn your halbert with your right hand, 
bringing the ipear uppermoft, and the 
hatchet to the right, and come to an order 
as in explanation ift. 

When the men charge their bayonets, as 
in explanation 42dof the Manual, or at any 
other. time during the performance of the 
firings, the feijeants in the front rank mull: 
likewife chaise their halberts, which is 
done from^M «3vanoed ludbert in one mo- 
tion, by fteppine back with the right foot a 
moderate pace, bending the left knee a lit- 
tle, and keeping the right hand faft at the 
butt i at the fame time feizing it with your 
left hand at the height of the fhoulder, 
bring down your halbert to your right fide, 
above the waiftjbcltt irefling the ftafF a- 
gainfi: the bbdy % the halbert being prefen- 
ted to the mnt, in 5l,Ilope upwiEirds, the 
point as high as your breaft, fupporting it 
firmly with your lo^^liand, and grafping it 
ftrongly^ the l^f^^arm and elbow clofe to 
the body. 
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30 . The Halbert Exercise. 

, When the ofHcers ftand With their fufecs ofdered, 
the fcrjeants are to order their halberts. When 
the officers carry their fufces on the right arm, the 
ferjeants are to carry their halberts advanced. 
When the officers carry their . fufees in the right 
hand, the ferjeants are to carry their halberts club- 
bed. When there isoccafion to ground thehalbert, 
it is done from the polition of being ordered : in ^ 
the fame manner, as the grounding the firelock,' 
in explanation 3d of the Manual Exercife ^ to take 
it up again is the fame as in explanation 4th of the 
Manual Exercife, 



The End of Part I. 
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C H A p. L 
DuECTioNs /^/i&^OFFICERS about 
the M^TKOJ) of teaching the EXER- 
CISE. 

E fliall now proceed to give a few rules 
W **^ ^^^ diredtions, with refpeft to the me- 
fj^^ar *^ thods of teaching the nFiilitia-men the 
**-*^^-** leveral parts of the exercife, in the beft 
and eafiefl manner ; in doing this, we ihall endea- 
vour to point out thofe parts, which, in our pradHce 
of teaching, we have obferved to be the moft diffi- 
cult and embarraffing to rayir men, who for the firft 
time have arms put into their hands ; and in which 
they are moil apt to fail, and commit miilakes : And 
likewife indicate thofe methods, which we have ob- 
ferved to fuccecd the beft for their inftruAion. 

11. We muft, in the firft place, recommend to all 
gentlemen, who intend to aA as militia officers, to 
&rm themfelves with a great deal of patience, as 
they muft expedt to find many of the countrymen 
infinitely aukward and ftiflp^ efpecially thofe who are 
turned of thirty years of age, and have been ufed 
to very harcl labour. Thefe (though willing and 
attentive) cannot eafily bring their limbs to execute 

A what 
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T)tre£iiom to the Officers about the 

what they are taught, although they perfeftly com- 
prehend it. In others they will find a great want of 
apprehenfion and memory, and an amazing dfficul- 
ty of underftanding, and retain things and ideas that 
*are new to them, and different frqm what they have 
been ufed to from their cradle. Others again are lazy, 
carelefs, and want attention. Thefe are certainly very 
. difagreeable circumftances, and muft often put an 
officer's temper to hard trials j but the beft, and we 
may fay the only way, to overcome thefe difficulties, 
is to be cool and fed ate, and to teach the men with 
great good-nature and gentlenefe ; at the fame time^ 
however, keeping up fuch a kind of deportment and 
behaviour, as will fhew them that they are under 
the command of a fuperior, and«inlpire them with 
refpedt. For (whatever indulgence an officer ought 
to have for involuntary or accidental faults and de- 
fedls) we muft recommend to all the carefully fup- 
porting their dignity and authority ; and when any 
of the men are wilfully, carelefs, negligent, or in- 
folent, always to have them puhifhed according to the 
direftions of the afts ; and to keep up to the ftriftnefs of 
difcipline, as eftablifhed.by law \ at leaft never to ex- 
cufe, but on proper fubmiffion and interceffion. This, 
though it may be attended, in fome cafes, with a little 
prefent trouble to the officers, will certainly prevent 
a deal more in the end ; for, by an ill-judged indolent 
lenity, they will' foon lofe all command over the 
men, and find it impoffible to make them attend or 
learn as they ihould do ; nor ought they to imagine, 
that the fupporting their authority in a proper man- 
ner, by Ibmetimes making an example of fuch as 
really aeferve it, will at all leflen the efteem and 
attachment of the men for them; but rather the 
contrary -, as they will then fee, that, when they 
are treated with mildnefs and good-nature, it does 

not 



Method of teaching the Exercife. 

BOt proceed from weaknefs, or want of fpirit in 
their officers, but from generofity and humanity. 
But then all this is to be done without (hewing any 
paflion, or ufing any harfli language to the men, 
much lefs ftriking them ; which will not only infpirp 
them with a diflike and an averfion to the fervice, 
but fome of them, by being treated with roughnefs 
and violence, will be quite confounded, and render- 
ed incapable of learning any thing at all, and even 
forget what they already know. Whereas, by a calm 
quiet way of proceeding, and by Ihowing them, fe- 
parately and diftindly, what it is that is expe(5i:ed 
from them, and what they are to do ; never leaving 
them till they have got a clear idea of it ; by de* 
grees the aukward will improve, the dull compre- 
hend, and the inattentive be taught to obferve, and 
mind their bufinefs. 

III. And here we cannot forbear earneftly re- 
commending a thing, which, though it may not at 
firft appear to be a matter of importance, is never- 
tTielefs very much fo:- That is for the militia officers 
always to appear themfelves, at the places and times 
of exercife, in as complete orders and as exadlly 
dreffed in their regimentals, with their fwords, fafhes,, 
and gorgets, as if they were to mount guard at a 
royal palace ; and at the fame time ufe their utmoft 
endeavours to infpire the militia-men, with a love of 
neatnefsand decency ; and infift on their ferjeants and 
private men always coming to excrcift, as ckan and 
well dreflcd as their circumftances will permit." The 
officers of the regular troops well know the ftrcfs 
there is to be laid on this, however trifling it may 
feem ; and that is a known maxim, that a man who 
does not take delight in his own perfon, and is not 
neat in his drefs, arms, and accoutrements, never 
fnakes a good foldier. Perhaps, it may not be exag- 
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gerated to fay, that one of the moft important parts 

Vidi Pruffian of the Pruflian difcipfine, is the ftrift attention they 

Regulations g^y^ to the drcfs and clcanlinefs of the men ; this they 

t^^ ^Art^"xy*" indeed carry to what we, perhaps, may call an ex- 

iSap. vii. * ^cfs i but it certainly contributes not a little to the 

making them fuch excellent troops. However, that 
be, fome degree of attention to it is certainly re- 
quifite, even in a militia, as it tends to infpire the 
men with fentiments of refpeft for the fervice and 
their officers; and this can be no better brought 
about, than by the officers fetting the example in 
their own perfons. Mankind in general, and the 
vulgar efpecially, are greatly captivated and taken 
with fhow and parade ; and when the common men 
fee that their officers treat the affair of exercifing, and 
the reft of their duty, with a certain ceremony and 
decorum, they will do the fame, and be attentive 
• and diligent -, but if they find that their officers are 
carelefs and indolent, and do their duty in a negli-* 
gent flovenly manner, they will infallibly imitate 
them. 

IV. We hope, that our brother officers of the 
militia will not take amifs thefe few. hints, which 
we have given them by way of caution ; or attribute 
It to our affi^Aing a magHterial' and didaftic way of 
cxpreffing ourfelves: Any thing of that nature is far 
from our intention or thoughts, as we are very fenfi* 
ble of the many imperfections of our work, and how 
many points there are, in which we ourfelves ftill 
want to be inftrufted ; but we could not forbear men^ 
tioning fuch things as experience has proved to be 
very material,, and of whofe importance, gentlemen*, 
who are unufed to military affairs, may not be fo 
thoroughly fenfible. We will now proceed to fuch 
general rules as are neceffary to be obfenred in the 
reaching of all exercifc whatfocvet ; and afterwards 

give 
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give foixie particular direftions, as to thofe peculi- 
arities in our militia exercife, which principally re- 
quire the attention of the officers, to make the men 
I perform them with accuracy. 
' V. The fir ft thing the officers are to attend to, as 

a matter of the utmoft importance, and abfolutely 
cflential to the teaching the men well, is to accu- 
j ftom them to obferve a profound filence when under 
I arms : never fufFering them to talk, or even fpeak 
I a word on any account •, but obliging them to give 
! an entire attention to the officer who exercifes them. 
The officers muft never relax in their care and at- 
tention to this point, ij being impoffible to teach 
I the men properly without it. Perhaps, no nation is 
! more faulty in that refpeft than our own ; and even 
r our regulars are very feldom fo filent and attentive 
as they ought to be ; and yet, thougfi the difficulty 
of making a militia obferve a proper filence appears 
to be much greater ; we can aflert from experience, 
that by a conftant attention in the officers to ftop 
the very firft beginning of noife or talking among 
the men, it may in a great meafure be accomplifti- 
ed, and that by mild and gentle reproofs only. 

VI. The performing the exercife well or iH de- 
pends a good deal on the manner in which the 
words of command are given ; for which reafon it 
will be proper, that every officer, in exerciffing 
fhould attend to the following rules, 

I ft. To ftudy well the compafs of his voice, and 
take care not to overftrain it, which will render him 
foon hoarfe ; nor to get above its pitch, which will 
give it a very difagreeable tone. 

2d. To deliver the words of command dear and 
ftrong ; pronouncing every word diftindly, that the 
wien may-underftand them, and not miftakeone for 
Another ; the words Prefent and Fire efpecially Ihoul'd 
always be delivered ^ loud and as ihort as poffible. 

Sd, To 



6 JDireSiions U the Officers about the 

3d. . To make his flops and paufes (when the word 
-of command is too long to be pronounced in one 
breath,) in a proper manner ; laying the emphafii 
on the words which exprefs the nature of what is 
to be done. Such paufes will greatly aflift the men 
when judicioufly made, by giving them time to thin^ 
what they are to do, before the word of command if 
fully delivered : We have endeavoured by the punctu- 
ation, to mark when thefe flops (hould be made. 

4th. To make proper paufes between the different 
words of command, that the men may have time 
to mind what they are about ; and confider what is 
to be performed next. 

5th. Carefully to avoid getting any particular drawl 
or affected tone •, which is a fault that a great many 
have, who feem" rather to imitate a chant, thaa 
endeavour to fpeak artitulately or intelligibly. 

VII. The men -are always to turn their heads^ 

and look to their right (i.) taking their motions from 

the right-hand man ; holding their heads up ; and 

are not to be fufFered to caft down their eyes, nor 

look on the ground. This is a thing which muft 

be very much attended to, as without it they never 

can be brought to perform their motions in time 

and together. 

R?ulatio^'^^ VIII. the men mufl be taught their exercife by 

for^the^nfan- ^^0''^^^ » ^^ ^^^ them the w;hole at once will only 

try, p. 5. chap, confound them, it being impoffible for them either 

4. Art. xi. toxomprehend or retain it. The officers likewife muft 

(i.) By looking to the right or left, we underifand always 
turning the head. The old way was only to caft the eyes, and not 
turn the head ; but that is found not to be fo well, either.for ufe 
or appearance. Indeed, every man, in looking to the right, or 
left, Ihould turn his head enough to fee the face of the man that 
is next to him. The doing this will occafion them to hold up 
their heads^ 
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not be defirous of putting the men too forward, hy 
making them do more of the excrcile than they can 
go through perfedly and accurately. 

IX. The motions, muft at firft be fliewn them, 
feparatcly and diftinftly ; giving them the word Two, 
or Three (according to the number of the motion) as 
a fignal when it Ihould be begun -, and not fuffering 
them to do it, till that is given : making them ftop 
between each motion, till every falfe attitude and 
pofition is remarked and correfted. By this me- 
thod, though it may at firft fight appear a little 
tedious, the officers will find, that their men will 
be taught with a great deal more eafe, and in lefs 
time than by any other ; as they will then be perfeft 
in every thing that they do, and not forget what 
they have learned on one day of exercife, before the 
next comes again ; as will be the cafe, if they are 
ROt thoroughly grounded, and made perfeft in every 
particular motion. 

X. At firft they muft be divided into fquads of 
four or fix men each, putting as much 'as poffible 
fuch together in a iquad as are of an equal degree 
of proficiency; when many of them can perform 
tolerably, it will be proper to exercife them together 
rn a fingle rank •, leaving off the words Two, Three, 
and making them take their motions from a man 
advanced in the front ; who muft likewife make them 
good paufes between each motion, that tlje officer 
may have time to remark and correft whatever is 
amifs. After they can do well in this manner, it 
will be proper (and not till then) to exercife them in 
three ranks. 

XL The firft thing neceflfary to be taught the 
men is the diftindion between ranks and files \ ex- 
plaining to them, that by the. word Rank is meant 
a number of men ranged fide by fide in a ftraight 

and 
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Vnd even line from right to left \ and by the word 
File, a number of men ranged in an exadt line 
behind one another^ or Cin the military phrafe) 
from front to rear {2). 

XII. The rank is diftinguifhed into right flank, 
left flank, and centre. The foremoft or front man 
in the file is called the file- leader. 

*X1II. To have the exercife well performed, it is 
in a particular manner requifite, that the ranks and 
files fliould be as ftraight and even as pofllble ; 
the meri therefore mufl: be taught always to drefs 
(3) their ranks, from the right and the files to cover 
well their file leaders. The greatefl: attention is to, 
be given to this, and to accuftom the men to do it 
of themfclves at all times, both in exercifing, and in 
the performing of the firings and evolutions. 

XIV. Great 



(2.) A rank therefore, by being faced to the rieht or left, may 
become a file, and in the fame manner a file may become a rank, 
in the true and proper acceptation and meaning of the words* 
Though fome of our Englilh military writers have not always ufed 
them with exadt precifion, and call the marching of a body of men 
by the flank marching by files; which is notibi^y proper, what' 
were files, being then become ranks. However, it is a mediod of 
fpeakine fo generally ufed, we (hall conform to it, in our direc- 
tions and explanations, that our readers may not be confounded in 
reading other books on the fnbjedt. 

By a file is likewiie generally meant fix men ; and by half a file 
three ; this was when the bat^ilions were drawn up fix deep, but 
now a file is* properly only three men; and we fhall ufe the word 
in that fenfe. 

(3.) Dreffin^^ thierank is a military term, taken froni the Frendi 
Rediefier, which fignifies to ftraighten any thing that is crooked ; 
and means bringing the ranks ftraight, and to an even front. The 
tcnn of Covering is applied to the files, and means the placing 
the men in a file, fo as to be exa£Uy behind one another, in a line 
from the front to the rear ; fo that they may cover one another, 
when looked at from either. 
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' XiV. Great care muft be taken, that the men 
carry their arms well; they muft therefore be firft 
of all carefully taught to keep them even and fteady 
upon their fhoulders, as direfted in the firft part of 
the explanation of the manual exercife. 

XV. That the firelocks, when fhouldered, may be 
exaftly dreffed in rank and file ; the men muft keep 
their bodies upright, and in full front ; and not 
have one fhoulder forwarder than the other. 

XVI. It is one of the greateft perfeftions in exer- 
cifing, to have all the firelocks carried fo exaftly 
even, and the motions performed fb true, that in 
the looking from the right or left of a rank, you 
can fee, as it were, but one firelock : and the fame 
ftanding in front to a file, each piece covering the 
others exaftly. 

XVII. The diftances between the files muft be 
equal, and not greater than from arm to arm, that 
the men may have juft room to perform their mo- 
tions ; the diftance allowed is nearly two feet for each 
man in exercifing : In marching and wheeling, about 
twenty one inches. 

XVIIL The men muft be taught to perform every 
thing that they do with great life, and the ftwrteft 
way; keeping their pieces always near to the body, 
without making any wide motions ; and, at the end of 
every motion, to ftand perfectly ftill and fteady, with- 
out ftirring in the leaft. 

XIX. In the performance of the manual exercife 
the men muft wait well between the motions, and do 
them together, counting one, two, very flowly be- 
tween every one. 

XX. No motion muft be begun, till the word of 
command is fully pronounced. 

XXI. As in our exercife there are fome aftions, 
which are as it were the counterpart-of one another^ 

B and 
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and the pofitions the very fame, only in a different 
: order; it will greatly facilitate the teaching of men,- 
to make them learn thofe which are mod fimilar t^ 
one another, at the fame time. They fliould there- 
fore be taught firft to reft, then to ftioiilder, 'till 
they can do thofe two actions perfeftly true and well : 
then to order, and reft again, which are counterparty 
of one another ; then to ground and take up ; then ta 
carry the firelock on the right arm, and fhoulder *^ 
next to fecure ; and fix, and return their bayonets ; 
thefe three aftions having two motions out of three 
exadly the fame 5 and laftly to club, and fhoulder 
again. 
• XXII. When they can do all the adlions tolerably 

well, it will be right to vary the words of command ; 
and not always give them in the fame order as they 
ftand in the manual exercife, (that being only in- 
tended to comprehend all the different aftions in a 
regular fuite,) but irregularly ; to accuftom them to 
be attentive to the words of command only; and npt 
do things mechanically, and nrierely by memory. 

XXIII. The officers muft be very attentive, to fee 
that the men perform all their motions perfeftly 
true ; making the ftops exadtly at the time and in thf 
manner, directed in the explanations of the manual ex- 
crcife ; in doing of which, it will be neceflary to give 
attention to the following points, which ar^ thofe 
that the men are moft apt to fail in. 
Expl. 3. Mot. I. In grounding, to teach them to turn the piece 
i?\ J ^^ ^^^ thick or upper part of the butt only, and not 

on the under ; and caution them not to flip their right 
hand down too low in grounding, but only near the 
third loop ; otherwife the weight of the barrel will 
overpoife the butt, and raife it from the ground ^ 
the fame precaution is to be obferved in taking up the 
firelock; the turning the barrel behind, and thd 

bring. 
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bringing it up cxaftly in a line with the right toe, will 
be difficult, if they turn it on the lower part of the 
butt. 

2. To take care that they ground their firelocks 

exaftly fquare to the front, and lay the pieces pa- Expl. 3. Mot. 

rallel with one another ; the men are apt to incUnc '^* 
them to the right, if not cautioned againft it. 

3. In Ihouldering, to tjfke care that the men do not Expl. 6. Mot^ 
make any wide motions, nor advance their left hand *^- 

too far from the left fide when they bring it under the 
butt, which is a fault they are very apt to commit. 

4. In dubbing, to caufe the men to bring the 

barrel of the firelock forward, drawing the butt un- Expl. 7. Mot. 

der their left arm fo as to bring it between them 2d. 

and their left-hand man. The fame precaution to be 

ufed in ihouldering from a club ; without which they 

will be apt to hit and hurt one another, which they 

never will, by obferving this rule. 

5. In iecuring to obferve, that the men, throw Expl. 9. Mot. 
down their firelocks exaftly in a line, and the muz- 3^' 

zlcs at an equal diftance from the ground : and not 
bend their lieads or bodies forward, but keep their 
elbow firm on the lock, and the arm a little 
bent. 

6. In teaching the men to fix their bayonets, firft of Expln.Mot. 
all to (how, each of them fepdrately, how a bayonet is 3d. 
fixed, and how the notches correfpond with the fight 
on the barrel ; taking care that he feizes the bayonet 
at firft with the thumb over the bend of the fhank, as 
direfted in explanation 14; and make him fix and 
unfix it feveral times, till he perfedtly comprehend 
the manner of it. He will then cafily do it in the 
time of one motion ; it being done only by bring- 
ing the notch over the fight$ and turning it to the 
Jen, or from him, prefling it down at the fame 
time. To unfix, they muft be taught to ftrike the 
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bayonet up ftrongly, and turn it to the right, or W 
them, lifting it up at the fame time. 

Expl. 16, 17, 7. To take particular care, that the men perform. 

»8, 19, 20, their facings with great exaftnefs, and in. each mo- 

^** tion place their feet in a right pofition ; which they 

will be apt to neglect •, and to caution them conti- 
nually never to move their left heels off from the 
ground, as the doing that, varies their fituation, 
and breaks the order of the ranks, and files. 

E^i 22. 8- 1" charging bayonets, to take care that the mef> 

do not ftep too far back, but ftand eafy and firm 
on^ their legs -, and that the bayonets be drcffed ve- 
ry e;xa61:ly, both as. to height, and degree of incli- 
nation or flope upwards j to do which, they muft 
prefs the right hand firm againft the fide, the 
knuckles refting on the top of the hip-bone. 

Expl. 24. 9- The priming and loading being fo effentiala part 

of the exercife, the moft particular attention muft 
be given, that the men be very exadt in it ; making 
the ftops, at the end of each motion, precifely in 
the manner direfted in the explanations : and that • 
they perform every one of the motions with the 
greateft accuracy ; neither omitting or adding any, 
but doing them exactly according to the direftions 
there given. 

Expr.24.M0t. 10. In the firft motion, to fee that they come to a 

i^' proper pofition ; bringing the piece clofe under the^ 

right breaft, and the butt juft under their right 
arm-pit; keeping the left elbow down and preflfed 
againft the body, which helps them greatly in fup- 
portingthe piece-, the muzzle muft be raifed enough 
to be no inconvenience to the men in the ranks be- 
fore them, but not fo high as ta endanger the fall- 
ing out of the priming. 
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«n . To make them to be very exadfc in the motion of Moc. 3d. 
taking out the cartridge, biting it, and keeping the 
open end upw ards, fo that the powder may not fall 
out i and take care that they prime well. 

12. To make them take care in (hutting the pan. Mot. 4th. 
that they do it efFeftually -, and not ofter to caft 
abput, 'till they are fure that it is fliut -, otherwifc 
when the pan goes a little hard, they will continual- 
ly fail of (hutting it, and lofe their priming. 

13. To make them (lop when they have caft about. Mot. 5th. 
and be very exa6l in performing the following mo- 
tions of loading ; obferving, that they turn the hand, 

to put the open part of the cartridge downwards. Mot. 6ih. 

14. To be very exa^S: and minute, in teaching them j^jot. -ih. 
this motion •, and particularly the feizing the ram- 
mer back-handed,, and drawing it out at once v and 

not let them (as they will be apt to do,) omit the 
(hortening the rammer againft the waft-belt, and 
take care that they bring the butt of the rammer 
well into the barrel. 

15. The ramming down is very elTential to be well 

don^ ; with iron rammers, the driving the rammers Mot. 8ch. 
down once ftrongly, will be fufficient -, but, with 
' wooden ramrods, there muft be a ftroke or two, to 
ram down the cartridge, but done very quick care 
muft be taken that the men, in returning the ram- 
mers, enter them far enough into the pipes, fo as Mot. 9th, 
to be within the point of the bayonet, and not 
endanger their hands in returning them home in the 
next motion. 

1 6. To make them, in (houldering, come bri(kly up Expl.25.M0i, 
to the proper front -, and obferve, that in doing it ift* 

they do not ftir the left heel, which is to be kept faft ; 
otherwife they will lofe their proper fituation in the. 
rank. 

To. 
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Expl. a6. Mot 17. To make them kneel far enough back with the 
3^* right knee^ in coming down as front rank \ the men 

being very apt to keep their right knee too clofe to 
the left heel, which throws them into a conftrained 
pofture, and prevents their keeping the body up- 
• right ; the butts are all to be dreflfed in a line, even 
with the left toes, and the pieces kept perfeftly per- 
pendicular. 

i8. To take care that they level well inprefcnting ; 
the muzzle rather low, and the pieces all dreffed even 
and at the fame height ; and to fee that they bring 
the butt well againft the hollow of the fhoulder, 
neither above nor below it. 

19. Frequently to make them recover their arms, 
when they have prefented, and expedt the word Fire •, 
and obfer/e and reprimand fuch, as pull the trig- 
ger without the word of command being given. 
This is abfolutely neceffary, in order to accuftom 
them to keep their fire *till commanded, and is what 
muft be conftantly praftifed. When you give the 
word Fire, give it with a loud voice, and pronounce 
it as fhort as poflible : When it is given in another 
manner, the men feldom or never fire tolerably ; and 
very often a divifion or platoon is found fault with 
for firing ill, when the blame fhould be laid on the 
officer that gives the word of command. 

20. Take care likewife to make the men pulUheir 
triggers ftrongly and at once •, and as Ibbn as they 
have fired, .con^ brifkly up to their priming pofi- 
tion ; obferving that they come to a true attitude, 
and place their feet in a right fituation, and that in 
half-cocking they ftrain the tumbler to the half-bent 
only, raw men being apt to coefc, which is a fault 
that may be attended with dangerous confe- 
quences. 

In 
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21 . In making ready as centre and rear ranks, ther Expi. 30. 34. 
chief thing to be attended to, is the snaking men 
jtep back, or to the right,exadly in the manner di- 
re^ed in. the Explanations; which they will be apt to 
ncgleft : and to make them keep their pieces up- 
right to a good recover, and not prt^fent till the 
nvord for it is given. Tbefe points are to be likewife 
carefully attended to, when the three ranks make 
, ready together in clofc order. 

XXIV. As this is the moft important part of the 
manual exercife, being that which it is not only 
highly ufeful, but indifpenfably neceflary for troop$ 
to be well (killed, and thoroughly praftiftd in, for 
to enable them to enter into a<5lual fervice : the of- 
ficers ought to fpare no pains nor affiduity, in teach- 
ing the men, and exercifing them in it. Falfe mo- 
tions or irregularities in the other parts of the manual 
exercife are faults, rather from their being defor- 
miries, and taking off from the uniform and elegant 
appearance of troops, than from any great incon- 
venience that can immediately arifc from them ; but, 
in that part which relates to the firing and loading, 
no fault can be conimitted, or falfe motion made, 
without a manifeft inconvenience or danger. For 
this reaibn, when the men have gone through the 
other pairts of the exercife, apd can do them to a 
certain degree of perfeftion ; it will be proper to 
make them chiefly apply to the firing and loading 
motions, and praftife them almoft folely •, doing 
juft enough of the other parts of the exercife, to 
keep them from forgetting, and lofing what they 
have already learned ; but employing much the . 
greateft part of the times of exercifing in the fir- 
ings, and in marching and wheeling. They muft 
at firft be taught this part of the exercife, in the 
fame manner as the others 5 for which we have given 

full 
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full diredlions ; but when they are fo far proficients, 
as to be able to do their motions with exadtnefs, 
taking their time from the man that is advanced in 
the front ; the rear ranks muft. then be clofed up, 
and they muft be made to go through the firing and 
loading, feveral times in clofe order •, but ftill giving 
the fame time, between the motions as before, and 
taking it from the man in the front ; and the offi- 
cers mu^ obferve, that the men perform every mo- 
tion regularly and accurately, particularly the men in 
the centre and rear ranks, who will be moft apt to 
,4iegle6l, and commit faults, efpecially as they are a 
little crouded. When they are become expert in 
this, which they will foon be, they muft be inftruft- 
ed in the manner of platoon firing, and firft of all 
of all taught to make ready at once, joining all the 
three motions together ; that is to fay,. making fcarce 
any fenfible paufe between them, but neverthelefs per- ' 
forniing every one of them diftindrly. They then muft 
be taught to go through all the reft of the motions 
. of the t wehty-fourth Explanation in the fame manner •, 
carefully obferving, that they do not omit nor alter 
^ny part of them ; it will therefore at firft be pro^ 
per, to make them do it by a few at a time, fo as 
,to be able more eafily to detefl any falfe motion ; 
and then let them do ir with the ranks at open or- 
der, that the centre and rear ranks rhay be better 
' obferved and attended to, Stri6t cautions muft be 
given them- about this, and they muft be told, that 
though they are to make no ftops, or give, any fenfible 
time between the motions ; yet that they are by no 
means to hurry themfelves, nor ftrive which Ihall 
have done fooneft -, but perform every motion exadt- 
ly as taught them at firft 5 only not wait for one anor 
ther till after the ninth motion; when they muft 
ilop, till the word be given to Ihouldcr 5 which they 

mult 
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^uft do all together. When they can go through 
aH the motions with quicknefs and regularity, then 
clofe the rear ranks to the front, and make them 
:make ready and fire ; firft one file, or two at a time, 
taking care that each rank comes to its proper pofi- 
tion in making ready : then by five or fix files, 
^nd after that by divifions : but of the manner of 
doing this we fhall fay more in another place, when 
we come to treat of the platoon firings. 

XXV. When, in order to eafc the men,"the word 
of command to fupport their arms is given ; which 
it will be very proper to do, whenever they are 
inarching or praftifing any of the wheelings or evo-; 
lutiohs ; the officers muft take care to make them bring 
their right hands enough acrofs their bodies, towards 
the left fide, and hug their pieces well to them with 
their left arm ; by doing this, they may carry the 
firelocks as upright and even, as when fhoulder- 
ed. . 

XXVI. After performing any firings with pow- 
der, it will be abfolutely neceflary to take particu- 
lar care, that the bayonets are wiped very clean ; 
and not fuffer them to be returned, whilfl any dirt 
or foil of the powder remains upon them, which will 
not only caufe them to rufl, but alfo fpoil the fcab- 
bard, fo as to render it impoflible to keep the bay- 
onets' clean ever after. 

XXVII. It will be frequently proper, in cxerci- 
fing the men in the firing's in clofe order, to make 
them fire a general difcharge, coming up after it to 
a recover as in explanation 41. of the Manual; and 
immediately to give them the words. March! March! 
making them advance in that manner ieveral paces 
brilkly by the double flep, the drum beating 
the grenadiers march ; then give them the word. 
Change ypur bayonets ! upon* which the front rank 
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murt immediately charge their bayonets, as th^y ftcp 
with their left feet ; and keep moving on briflcly iii 
that pofition, paflSing their right feet before the left, 
and keeping tho body half- faced to the right ; the 
. tear ranks temairiifig recovered, aftd clofing well up 
to the front rank. At the Word Halt ! they halt, the 
front rank at tince coming to a recover j and imme- 
diately the whole primes and loads. 

XXy III. • You may then face them to the right 

about, and* make them retire back again flowly, 

Ihe druhi beating the retreat; and then face them 

again as before ; but this may be repeated, or vari- 

' ed, at the difcrction of the commaftdiAg officer. 

C H A p. II. 

. • » 

Rules and Diiiections for Marching. 

1 

AnT. 1. Of Mafcbing flf^aight for^kiri^ and 
a D&fcrt^ion' of the Prussian Step. 

I. frp^H£ marching wdl is an affeif of fo much 
♦ ' Jl ' in^poftance in real fe^^ice^ that the officers 
Muft. take the moft particular cafe to tender the 
inen as 'perfe££ in it as p6flible, and fpare no at-^ 
lention nor pains for that pufpofe ; the regularity 
arid- 'beauty of all manoeuvres arid evolutions,^, and 
^fpecrally; that moft eflential point, the keeping in 
itpod order, in advancing towards or retreating 
^ooianenemy, indupcly depending on it. Marihal 
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Saxci who wa$ uadoubtedly an excellent writer ^a 
military affairs, as well as a great general ^ fays e;9c* 
prefsly, that the principal ana moft material part of 
all exerciic is the teaching foidiers to ufe their legs 
properly, and not their arms (i.): That is to fay, 
the accuftoming them to march in exaft order an^ 
regularity, keeping a true time, and as it were a 
muficaJ cadence! in their fteps. He ^dds, that who- 
ever does i;kOt foUow this method^ is ignorant of evea 
the £rfl: element^ of the art of war. We have before 
obferved, that he takes this to have been the great fe« 
pret of the difcipline of the ' antients ; and it feems 
CO be likewife a principal part of t4%at ef ehe Praf- 
fiaas (z.)> The old method of marching was to 

lift 
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(i.) We will give this pafTage out of Saxe's Reveries in the origi* 
x^y that his ineaning may be the better iHiderllood> the word, 
A«n«, having an equivocal fenfe in Englifli : 

** Le principal de Texercice font les JamSei, et man pas les ^ras : 
«< .c'eft dans les jamhis que*(l tout le fecret des manoeuvres det 
<« combats ; et c eft aux jambes qu'il faut s'addreiTer : quiconque 
** fait autrement, eft un ignorant, et n'en eft pas feulement aux eie« 
*^ mens, de'ce quon apelle le metier de la guetre. 

(2.) Since the note in page ad has been printed ofl> an inge^ 
tiious and learned friend (Mr. B. Sullingfleet» who has lately pub* 
fiftied fome Mifcellaneous Trails, upon feveral v&[y curious and 
interefting points of natural hiftorv, phyfic, &c.) has been fo ob- 
llging as to conununioate to us fuch paffages as he could recoiled^ 
in the Greek and Latin authors, relating to the ufe that theantientt 
tnade of muiic in war ; which we will give in his own words, for 
^e iktix&fTion of thofe of our readers, who have a mind to exa- 
mine this piece of military antiquity^ with a little more accuracy. 
^-^ -«* Your quellibn abo\it the antient foidiers mar(;hing in ca* 
«< deuce puts me in mind^ that in my Milton X had a note upoa 
M the following pafla^e : 

«« Cfc they move 
<> In pcrfe{k Phalanx, to the Dorian mood 
«< pf fi^,«nd:fQfc icccMrdeu* P4liKl.>l4)ft> 9^ i ▼•'543« 
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lift up the legs and feet high, and make fhoit fteps^ 
fetting the feet hard down to the ground. Of late 
our troops, as well as thofe of other nations, have be- 
gun to praftife the Pruffian ftep and manner of 
marching ; we (hall give, therefore, a few general 
rules for the doing of it, 

H. The manner of performing this ftep is by 
carrying the foot direftly forward with a ftraight 
knee, near and afmoft parallel to the ground -, the 
balance of the body is to be kept back on the leg 
that is behind, making as it were a momentary 

paufei 
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" And there I found quoted Thucyd. lib. v. and Cicero Tufcal; 
'* lib. ii. §. xvi. Aid. Gell. lib. i. chap. ii. Xenophon de Lace- 
*' dsem. Republica. Platarch fays they marched to the found of 
** pipesy in order to make a more folemn and terrible appearance, . 
** and that they might keep their .ranks the better. Valer. Max. 
*< lib. ii. chap. vi. fays the fame. Agefilaus in his. Apophthegms . 
•« alludes t6 this ufe of mufic in war. Lucian die Saltat, fiys, 
** that the Lacedemonians perform every thing mufically, Info* 
** much that they march to battle with meafured fleps regulated - 
•* by the pipe, which gives the fign of onfet : And the order and - 
^' regularity proceeding from thence have made them always viflo* 
♦• rious. N. B. I have tranflated «wx*ff by the general word, Pipe, . 
** which is commonly tranflated Flute ; but, from a paflage in a 
** fcholiaft on Pindar, I have reafon to believe the at/Xe; was an 
** inftrument analogous to our hautboys. Maximus Tyrius Orat* . 
^ xxi. mentions this cu{lom> and Clemens AlexandJnus, lib. ii. 
** chap. iv. and Quinttl. lib. i.. c xvi. and Nicolaus apud Sto- 
" baeum who fays, there always attended upon the king footh- 
" fayers, phyficians, and pipers, who in the batde fupplied ihe 
** place of trumpeters. Polybius in fin. lib: ii. Ariftides Quihtil, 
•* de Mufica, lib. ii. With the Spartans every thing had a view to 
•' war; and it was, Ifuppofe, for this reafoh, that they were fo. 
^ careful to preferve their old mufic, which was calculated for 
** that end, and for that only; they faw their neighbours get 
*^ into a fiyle that rather ierved to render them effeminate and* 
<< delicate, than to make them terrible to their enemies; thus 
** Plutarch fays,, that they allowed of none but the fimpleft moda- - 
^ lations : That they were obliged to flick to their old mufick : • 
'^'ThatTerpander was fined by the Ephori, forufing a fbing 
^ more than the law allowed :. That an Ephoros cut off two > 
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paufe, when the knee is at its full extcnfion (3.) : 
During which time the foot is advanced in the ah", 
the toe turned out, and rather pointed downwards; 
when you Ihift the balance on to the other leg, you 
muft fpring forward from the ball of the foot which 
you ftood on, ftill advancing the foot that is foremoft, 
and fet it down flat and at once on the ground. 

We have added a plate No. 4^, which will give . ; 
a better idea of the flep, than any defcription of ours- ' , 
can poflTibly do; this being a mot'.on extremely 
beautiful and graceful^ when weir performed, but 
very difficult to defcribe. 

HI. It will require indeed, feme time and trouble 
to teach. the men to march well in this manner; 
but it is not near fo hard t6 attain to, as at firft 
it appears to- be. The chief difficulty is to make 
them underftand the nature of the ftcp ; moft awk- 
ward fellows, e§)ecially thofe who are ufed to fol- 
low the plough, throw the balance of their body 
forward, which occafions them to have a flouch in 
their gait ; and they are apt likewife to lift their 
legs too high, and turn up the points of their 
toes. It is therefore neceflTary to take fome pains 
at firft, to teach them the ftep fingly, or by two 
or three only at a time, without arms ; taking great: 
care to make them keep the balance of the Jjody 
as far back as poffible, (which is done by throwing, 
.back the (houlders, and holding the head up,) fb^ 
as to reft their whole weight on the leg which is 

hin- 



<* of nine firings from Phrynins's Cithara : That another cut off 
*^ one fixun Timotheos^^ inftrument having eight, which was one - 
*^ more than was permitted by law." 

(3.) We would by no means be underilood here as intending 
to mvide the ftep into two motions ; the paufe muft be fo ftiort, , 
as to be barely perceptible^ and mark the ihorteft tune ppftible* 



^2 Jtuks ^md I^ire&iom for Marcbkg. ^ 

IKindmoft; and not bring the balaoce forward, 'till 
after the leg that is advanced be fiiUy cxtcocjed, and 
the Jcnee ftraight. When once you hav^ brougbc 
them to cdDprehend the nature of the ftep, itad 
to do it fingly, the making rbem perform it i>y 
Tanks will be found very eafy i and tthey will a<tt«m 
to an exadneis and regularity in doing jt, hmk^ 
fooner thah in the old manner of marching •, as the 
little momentary paufe (which is made juft at the 
inftant the leg is extended, and the balance of the 
ibody ready to be fhifted,) gives them a fort of 
time, which greatly facilitates their doii>g it all to- 
Igether. And this is oaie of the advantagess, whicll 
this manner Of marching has over that which was 
formerly pradtifed. The others are, that it is in- 
•comparably more gracefull and gentce], and that ^ 
3>ody moves fafler, and gains more ground by it *, 
. tl^ prc^reflive motion being continued, during the 
%vh©Ie time of the ftep. 

IV. The men mufl: be taught, that at the word of 
'Command^ March ! they are always to b^n and 
ftq) o£r with the left foot -, and, for that reafon, 
fhould be told not to bear the chief weight of their 
fcody on that foot : which fome are apt to do, and 
fo lofe the time at the very firft ftep, before they 
can fhift the balance ; but to keep the balance 
evelf between both feet, and, at the word, March! 
ftepoff at once. They muft, on the other hand^ 
be firi(5lly cautioned againft railing up chair feet^ 
before the word of command to march be thoroughly 
pronounced. 

V. At the word Hak ! ih e y are ttritop at once, 
bringing their feet up even on a line witn one ano» 
ther, the heels about four inebes afunder, in the 
pofition before defcribed in the manual e^erdfe, and 

Ihand 
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ftartd perfeftly fteady ; looking to the right, and 
dreffing thei'r ranks. 

• VI. In marching ftraight forward, the menf arc 
to look to the right, and take care to regulate their 
fteps by their right-hand man -, they mull juft feel 
one another, and their feet muft all be lifted up, and 
let down on the ground at the fame inftant of 
rime, and the fteps Ihould be exa(5kly of the: fame 
length ; in npiarching on a lar2;e front, the men 
muft look inwards towards the centre, and regu- 
late their motions^ by that. 

VII. We Ihall folk>w the method of the French, 
in diftingutfhing three forts of fteps in marching : 
The Ihort, the long, and the double ftep. The 
length of the Ihort ftep is one foot and a half, and 
it is performed in the time of one fecond -, that of the 
long or the common ftep two fttty and is performed 
in the fame time ; the double ftep is two feet like- 
wife, but performed in half the time, or two ot 
them in a fecond. When the men are to advance 
by this ftep, the wdrd of command is to be doubled, 
March ? March ! 

VIII. The ranks muft take great care, in march* 
mg, to keep exa<Slly parallel with one another, and 
that neither flank be more advanced than the other. 

They muft like wife cover one another well, and: 
take care to preferve their diftances ; neither gaining, 
nor loling ground, but each rank keeping at the 
iame diftance from the others as at firft. 

The fanic rules are Hkewife to be obferved, in 
inarching by companies or diyifions ; wh ich muft 
likewife keep e^a£tly parallel to one another, and 
cover, and preferve their diftaoces^ witk all polUble* 
exa£bnels. 

IX. It is n6t near fo difficult to bring the men to 
march with great regularity and harmony by ranks, 

aas 
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as It is to make them do it by files. If you take 
a rank that marches very exadkly, and face them to- 
the right or left, giving them the word to march ;* 
you will find that they will neither ftep oiF together, 
nor keep their diftances ; but will open from one 
another confiderajbly, in marching a Ihort (pace. 

The reafon for this is, that they cannot eafily 
bring thtmfelves in that fituation, to ftep off all at 
once with the left feet ; but each man looks down, 
to 'fee when the man before him lifts up his leg, 
being afraid of hitting him ; by which means, they 
lofe the time at firft, and the error increafes the 
farther they go, and the more men there are in the 
file. The beft 'way, therefore, is to begin, with 
placing four or five men in a file, or one behind the 
other ^; and ftrictly caution them to look up, ob» 
• ferving only one another*s heads and flioulders ; 
taking great care to make them aJl, at the word, 
March ! lift up their left legs, and ftep off together. 
It will be difficult to make them do this^ perfedly.;. 
however, if they have been, at firft, well inftrudted 
according to the rules before laid down, you may 
with fome pains, bring them to it very tolerably 
in a fliort time ; though one may venture to fay^ 
that a body that can march off by the flank, to aay 
considerable diftance, without lofing the ftep, or 
opening its files, has nearly attained to the greateft 
poffible perfedion in marching., 

X. To open the diftances of the ranks in march- 
' ing ; if to two paces, the centre rank muft obferve 
the front rank ; and when that makes the third pace, 
(or the fecond with the left leg) ftep off with the 
feme leg along with it : The rear rank is to obferve 
the centre rank in the fame manner, and does thq 
iame. 

It 
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It. may not be amifs, at firfl, in order to accuftom 
the men to obferve, to make them count the fteps 
of the rank before them ; beginning (when they 
raife their left 1^,) one ; when they raife the fight, 
two ; when the left again, three \ at the fame time, 
ftepping off themfelves with their left legs. 

If to open to fix paces^ the centre rank begins 
at the feventh pace of the. front rank, or the fourth 
time of raifing the left leg ^ the rear rank likewife 
begins, when the centre rank makes its feventh 
pace. 

ART. 11. 

Of the oblique Step. 

I. 'TT^ H E oblique ftep is to be performed . in 
j[ the fame time and manner, as to the motion 
of the feet and legs, as that (traight forward, (4) 
only that it is made by carrying them obliquely to 
the right or left, the body being kept fquare to the 
proper front. 

II. If you are to incline to the right, when you 
ftep with the left foot, you carry it acrofs, fetting 
it down even with and before the poinf of the right 
foot, the left toe pointing to the front ; and then 
ftep obliquely to the ri^t with the right foot, ad- 
vancing It towards the front, and fetting it down 
before, and about fix inches to the right of the point 
of the left foot, the toe pointing obliquely to the 

P right ; 



(4.) The oblique ftep 19 likewife diftinguiflied into the ihoit, the 
long, and the doubled ftep. The fteps, however, mnft be rather 
Aortery on account of the obliquity $ and ^e long ftep muft not he 
jdK>ve«eighteen inches. ' 
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right-, and fo alternately, moving towards the front -^ 
in a diagonal line, inclining to the right ;. obferv- 
ing to. keep the body «nd fhoulders fquare to your 
proper fronts 

If you are to incline to the left, when you ftep- 
with the right foot, you carry it acrofs, fetting it^ 
down even with and before the point of the left 
foot, the right toe pointing to the front ; . and then 
ftep obliquely to the left with the kft foot, ad- 
vancing it towards the front, and fetting it down 
before, and about fix inches to the left of the point 
of the right foot, the toe pointing obliquely to the 
left; and fo alternately,, moving towards the front 
in a diagonal line, inclining to the left ; obferving to ^ 
keep the body and fhoulders fquare to your proper 
front. 

III. In marching by the oblique ftep, -in ranks or 
dirifions, particular attention is to be given, that 
they keep parallel to their proper front; and not 
advance on the right flank, when they incline to the 
left ; nor on the left, when inclining to the right ; 
as they are exceedingly apt to do, and to make as 
irwerc a half wheel^(5.) : to prevent this, the men 
muft be taught to look to the right, when they in^ 
cline to the left ; and to the left, when they incline 
to the right ; and regulate themfelves by the out^ 
fide flank ; obferving by all means to advance equal* 
ly, and keep even with it. 

IV, The oblique ftep is of great ufe on many oc- 
cafions, and renders feveral of the evolutions much . 
more fimple and eafy 5 by it y^ou always preferve^ 

your 



r^.) As in plate 46, figure i and 2, where the rank ii. i. i» fUp. 
poied to be moving to c. d, by the obliqae ilep. If particolav 
care be not taken> when it comes haif-wavy inftead of being in 
a parallel fituatioui as at r./. it will be in the fituation /. g. 



\ . 
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^oxxt front, and avoid wheelings and other motions, 

that are very dangerous to be attempted, when near 

an enemy ; befides the not lofing any time, as the 

whole body keeps ftill marching, and advancing 

iforwai;ds. 

V. The fide-ftep, as now pradifed by our troops, 
is mudi the feme as the oblique 5 only croffing the 
feet more, aiid going direftly to the right or left ; 
it feems to be a conftrained motion, the body being 
an a forced twift, which is neither eafy nor graceful. 
We cannot find that the Fruflians ufe it, nor the 
French 5 though they ufe the oblique ftep (^;, of 
which the Pwiflians were the inventors : neither do 
we perceive that it is of any great fcrvice } any evo- 
lutions, that require the fide-ftep^ being much more 
cafily performed, by facing the men, and march* 
\ing them by the flank, as the men muft be haked 
to perform cither 5 for which reafon we have omit- 
>ted giving aay particular direAions about it. 

D2 CHAP. 



(6.) When we fay that the Preach do not ufe the iide-flep, 
we mean that it is not in the exerdfe eftablifhed by aathority la 
4^5 c ; though we are f<;nfible that Monfieur de Bombelles, in 
ms Evoltttions Militaires, mentions the Pas de Cot^ ; which, how* 
^C¥er4>y his defcriptioH'Of it, is rather an obliq ne fiep* 



/ 



2% RuUi,and DireStions for Wheeling. 



iSlism}i^S}^H,SS^S)&i^SiS^S&S^^ 



CHAP. III. 

Rules and Directions for Wheeling. 

I. A Rank that wheels, is to be confidered as an 
2^^ infkxible (Iraight line, moving round upon 
one of its extremities as a ' centre, and defcribing a 
portion of a circle. 

It is evident, that the farther any point in the line 
is from the centre, the greater fpace it has to run 
over in the fame time, and confequently muft moye 
f after in a certain proportion, than thofe points which 
are nearer the centre. 

This is the general principle of all wheeling by 
fingle ranks ; on which the following rules for per- 
forming it are founded. 

II. Firft, the whole rank is to ftep off at the fame 
^time, and with the fame feet on the word, of com- 
mand, March! being given ; ,and every man is to 
make an equal number of paces, only his paces muft 
be longer or fhorter in proportion to his diftance 
from the flank, which ferves as a centre. In wheeling 
to the right, therefore, each man'i paces miift be 
longer than thofe of his right-hand man ; in wheel* 
► ing to the left, they muft be longer than thofe of his 
left-hand man. 

2. The man on the flank, which ferves as a centre, 
is not to ftir that heel, which is the centre,* upon 
which the rank is to turn from the ground. That 
is to fay, the right heel in wheeling to the right, and 
the left in wheeling to the left. 

For 
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' For this reafon in wheeling to the right, when the 
men ftep with the left feet, his left foot is to be lifted 
up at the fame time, and fet down again even with 
the right; when they ftep with their right feet, his 
right toe only is to be raifed, and the heel kept faft 
on the ground ; turning the body a littte, fo as to 
come about cvea wtdi the rank (i.)- 

In wheeling to the left, the fame rule is to be ob^* 
ferved •, only that the left heel is then kept faft ; and,, 
when the rank lifts the left feet, the left toe is to 
be raifed, 

3, The whole rank is governed by the flank that 
wheels. In wheeling, therefore, to the right, every 
man fhould look to the left, and regulate liis ftep^ 
by thofe of his left-hand man, in order not to ad- 
vance before, or fall back behind him, but bring 
the rank ^bout even. In the fame manner, in wheel- 
ing to the left, every man is to look to the right, and 
regulate his fteps by thofe of his right-hand 
mani 

4. Every man muft clofe towards the centre, fo , 
as juft to touch and feel the man next within him, 

but by no means to croud or prefs him : For par- 
ticular is to be taken, that the men neither open 

the 



(r.) It will be proper to teacli this motion firft of all taeach 
man feparately* and then make them prafUfe it a. little» by fix or 
eighty or a whole rank at a time ; each man keeping Ids right or 
laft heel fail, (according as they are to wheel to the right or 
lefty) and all raifing their, toes,, and lifting their le^ at th^ fame 
time, coming about all evenly together, without flirrmg from their 
places t this will make t'vtty one of them be ready at it» and 
know what tfaey are to do, when(bever they happen to be on the 
fiank that is wheeled upon : The word of command^ is the fame 
as for the wheelings, 

To tbi right (•r hft,)Wbed! March! 
Except that at the word, March i they are only to nuie their legs^ 
bat not ftir from their place* 



> 
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•the rank, by edging away ; to the outfide from t^nc 

another; nor break fit, by crouding in too clofe t^ 

the centre. In wheeling, therefore, to the right, you 

are to fe^l the right-hand man ; and, in wheeling ta 

the left, the ^left-hand man. 

PI. 46. fig. 3- Wheeling to the right or left is defcribing a 

.and 4. quarter of a circle, (or from a to ^.) Wheeling 

.Fig. 3. and 4. to the right or left about is defcribing a half cir» 

cle, (or from a to c.) 

Thefe are the general rules for all wheeling 
'by fingle ranks ; thofe for doing it in clofe order, 
ihall be given afterwards. 

III. In teaching the men to wheel, it will be right 
to begin with but a few in a rank, as it will be 
cafier for them to perform 4t, and any faults may 
be better remarked and corrected ; when they are 
tolerably perfevft, then add more. 

IV. According as you intend to wheel to the 
right or left, you muft caution the right and left- 
hand man, to ftand or wheel ; and then give the 

word of command (2.): 

To the right (or left) Wheel! March ! 

At which the whole rank fteps off -.together, witk 

Fig. 3. and 4* their left feet, and wheels to the right (or left) a 

quarter of a circle (or from a. to ^•) obferving 

cxaftly the diredtions before given, and taking care 

to move uniformly, and bring the rank about even. 

When they have defcribed^the quarter of the circle^ 

you give the word : 

Halt! 

At 

(2.) Befides the meral rules here ^ven for wheeling, the men 
vAiift obferve ftri£uy thoie before laid down in Chap. ii. Art.ii« 
4.and^. for marching. Particularly lil. never to begin the mo- 
. tion, till the word of command, Idarcb! is fully pronounced* 
2dly. Always to fiep off at lirft with the left feet ; and, i<^\^ 
at the word of commandi Uak! 10 hiing the fcct.fquare and 
evca with one another* 
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At which they at once bring their feet fquare, and' 
drefs their rank, ftanding quite firm and fteady. 

V. When the men are tolerably perfeft in this, and 
do it regularly •, you. will give the word : 

"To the fight (or left) aboui. Wheel ! March ! Halt I 
At the word, March! they wheel the half circle 
to the right Cor left) about (or from a. to c.) ob- Plate 46. fig, 
ferving the fame rules as before ; and at the word, 3« and 4. 
Halt! ftand faflras before direfted {^.). 

VI. The rank may then be told off into divifions 
of four, fix, or more men in each, according to 
the number of the whole rank. The right and left- 
hand men of each divifion muft be told, you are the 
right, you are the left, of the divifion : Then, if 
they are to wheel to the right, the right- hai)d men 
are to be told that they ftand j. the left-hand men, 
diat they wheel : If to wheel to theleft, then the 
left-hand men are to ftand>- and the right- hand? 
men to wheel ;, you then give the word : 

To the righty Wheel by dhijons f" (or ly fours^ ' 
^V, ^c. according to the number of men in-^ 
each divifion) March ! 

At which all the divifions ftep off together with their 
left feet, and.wheel a quarter of a circk) and thea^ 
halt* 

They 



(3.) By wheeling the kalf circle, the rank changes its front, and^ 
it removed either to the right or left of its former eroand, by die 
whole extent of its front ; as may be feen in plate 46. iig. .3. and 41^ 

To bring it back to its former front and ground, it muft be * 
again wheeled about the fame way, .from ^(. to ar\^hidi completes > 
ibc circle. 
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Plate 46. Fig* They will then be formed into as many ranks at 
i* ^ '* there are diyifionS) each diftant from the other^ the 

extent of its front (4). 

They may then wheel once more to the rights 
which will again form them into a rank entire^ 
fronting oppolite to what they did before (5.). 
" yiL Alter this they fhould be made to wheel 
by divifions (or ranks of fours, fix*s, &c.) to the 
right and left about ; always forming a rank entire, 
at the finiihing of the wheel For to do this you 
give the word : 

Tv She right (or kft) about ^ wheel ly divj/ums ! (or 

iy four" Si /ix^'Sy (^c.) Mtrcb ! 

I 

At which all the divifions ftep ofF as before, and 
p ^ wheel to the right or left a half circle 5 taking care 
aad^6 * * ^ ^ move evenly, and to come about, all together iii 

the fame time 5 keeping exaftly on their proper 
ground, without lofing their centre; and falling in, all 

at i 



(4.) It is always cuftomaiy to form into^ ranks, by wheeling to 
the right ; ibr which vealbn we have i^prefented it (o in pate 
46. figures 5. and 8. Though in teaching it will be proper tt 
accuftom th^ men to do it to the left as well as the right. 

(5.) This changes not only the front, but the fitnation of the 
divifions ; that which was on the right, being now on the left ; and 
removes the rank to the right, the txtent of the front of one of 
divifion, Tid. fig. 6. To bring them back to their former fito« 
ation and front, they muft be wheeled, either twice to the right, 
or once to the right about. Tig. 6. fiiews die divifions wheeled 
^o the right about. Fig* 7. Ihews the fame done to the left about. 
If, after having wheeled by divifions to the right, you wheel them 

S;ain to the left,' and form a rank entire, by this you preferve 
e f9me front, but change your ground* being advanced to the 
front, l^diie extent of one divifion^ and as much to the right, 
vid. plate 46. figure B« 
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at once, into their places in the rank entire : when 
they are all come about, they ftill keep moving • 
their feet without advancing, and look to the right ; 
drefling the rank at the fame time ; when they arc 
dreffled, you give the word. 

Halt!, 
At which they all ftand faft as before dircfted, 

VIII. Wheeling thus by ranks, and then form- 
ing a rink entire, is an excellent method of bring- 
ing the men to wheel with exa6hiefs ; for, if the 
flank men of each rank, who ferve as centres, 
ftir at all out of their proper ground, by not keep- 
ing faft the heel they turn upon ; the ranks cannot 
wheel clear of one another, nor fall into their places 
in the rank entire. And if the franks do not come 
about all even, and together, it is immediately per- 
ceived ; fo that, when the men are tolerably per- 
fcft in doing this, they will find every thing clfe in 
wheeling very eafy to them. 

IX. The next thing to be taught the men is wheel- 
ing on the centre. To do this, you tell the rank 
into two divifions ; and, after having informed the 
men which divifion they belong to, you give the 
word, 

Upn the centre^ Wheel to the right! March! 
At the firft word of command, the divifion upon 
the right goes to the right about. 

At the word of command, March! both divi- 
iions wheel to the right, obferving to move exaftly 
even and together, and keep the whole rank perfeft- phtc 46. 
ly ftraight and drefled ; when they have wheeled the Fig. 9. 
quarter of . the circle, you give the word. 

Halt! Front! 
At which the divifions halt, drefiing their ranks ; an4 
at the word. Front ! the right-hand divifion comes 
to the right about. 

E Upon 
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Plate 46. Upon the centre^ fVhel to the right about I March 

Fig. II. Halt! FVofU! 

The fame as the former, only defcribing the half 
circle. 

Plate 46. Upon the centre^ Wheel to the left ! March ! 

Fig. 10. As before 5 only the divifion on the left goes to the 

right about. 

Halt! Front! 
The left-htod divifion comes to the right abouC 
again. 
Upon the centre^ Wheel to the left ahout ! March / 
Halt ! Front ! 

Plate 46. As before ; only delcribing the half circle. 

Fig. 12- X. When the men are brought to wheel with 

tolerable regularity ; which, by praftifing thefe me- 
thods, will be in a fhort time ; it will be proper to 
make the ranks march, and wheel fingly, one af- 
ter another, at open prder or fix paces afundc^ ^ ob* 
ferving the diredlions before given. Chap. ii. Art. i* 
§. 8. to keep the ranks parallel to ooe another in 
marching ; and taking particular care to make each 
rank wheel, exa6^1y on the fame ground as the rank 
preceding it did ; coming up fqusue to it, and not 
beginning to wheel, till the fknk that is to fland, be 
precifely on the {iiht ground that the flank of the 
other was. To make the men do this well, will re- 
quire a good deal of care and attention ; for they 

Plate 46. Pig' **^ exceffitely l^t to incline to theputfide, when they 
13. and 14- fee the ranks beK>re them wheel ; and begin to wheels 

long before they come to the proper pJace % which 
kais a very bad tSeA^ and deflroys all beauty and re- 
gularity in marching {6.). The bt& way of teadi- 

(6.) See plate 46. figures 15, 14. where the racks are reprefent- 
cd in their proper iitaations, at a* i, c, d, b. /. g. h. die pricked 
llii^ ir. k. L L Shewing the pliies to which the ranks, e. f. g. 
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ing the men 9t firfl, is to make all the ranks halt, 
as foon as each rank has finiihed wheeling ; and fet 
them right, placing them in the firuation they ought 
to be in. Then again give the word, March! upon 
which the rank tluit is to wheel, wheels ; and the 
others advance, and march forward fix paces 1 thea 
halt ag^n, and do this every time that a rank 
wheels* By this method, the men wiU foon compre- 
hend what it is they are to do ; and, in a few times 
pr%£tifing, will come up iquare to their ground, and 
wheel regularly after one another, without halting. 

XL As on certain ocqafions, particularly at a 
review, it is fometimes neceflary to march the com* 
panies olF by ranks of fours ; it will be proper to teada 
the men this way of marching, and wheeling by 
fingle ranks, at open order. It being alfo the founda- 
tion for marching and wheeling by divifions in clofe 
order ; becaufe the wheelings in dofe order, with the 
real* ranks clofed to the frottf:, are governed by the 
fame principles, and are done entirely by the fame 
methods, as thofe in open order: the front rank^ 
(which regulates the two others) obferving exaftlf 
all the rules that have been given for a fingle rank. 
But, as a fingle rank may be coofidered as a ftraight 
inflexible line •, fo three or more ranks, in clofe or- 
der, may be confidered as a ruler or parallelogram 
A- B. C. D. E. F. moved round on one of its an» pj^^^^ .^ p- 
gles C, ajs a centre ; confcquently the points F. H. i. 
p. muft defcribe in wheeling the quarter of the cir- 
cle> the rarches of fmall circles, F. f. H. h. D. d. and 

E 2 ^ in 



h, wBl get, if the officers and ferje^its on tke flanks do not take 
paiticidar care to mdce them keep the ranks parallel, and come 
1^ tbuaie to their eroand. It is alfo to be observed here, that all 
QUUQokjng is fuppofed lo be done in a ftraight line, and all tuiniagt 
hyf, wheeling at light aagks* 
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in wheeling the half circle, the femicircular arched 
F. f /. H. h. b. D. d. d. (7.). 

For this reafon, in wheeling to the right the 
rear ranks muil incline a little to the left, in order 
to cover* and keep in a line with their file-leaders ; 
and, when they wheel to the left, incline a little to 
the right, for the fame reafon. The men in the 
rear ranks, are to clofe fo as juft to feel one ano- 
ther ; and to -cake care to ftep off at the fame time 
and in the fame manner, as the front rank ; but, the 
cxadtnefs of the whole depending chiefly upon the 
front rank, the principal attention of the rear ranks 
muft be to cover well, and to keep exaftly behind 
their file-leaders in the front rank ; clofmg up well 
to it, and not opening their order-, as they will 
be apt to do, efpecialTy on the flank that wheels, 
if particular care be not take^ to prevent it. 

XII. In marching with the ranks at open order, 
if the divifions be large, and the front confe- 
qucntly extended, it is very difficult to wheel with 
regularity by fmgle ranks : for as the Ipace to be 
gone over by the flank that wheels, is one quarter 
of the circumference of a circle, of which the whole 
rank is radius ; it is evident, that the rank which 
follows, will have made fix paces, (the diftance 
allowed between the ranks,) long before the other 
that precedes it has finifhed its wheel; and will be 
obliged to halt, till it has done : and likewife, that 
the rank which precedes, will make more than 
fix paces, before the rank following it can wheel ; 

fo 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

(7.) We have here only rcprefentcd it as moved to the 
right on the centre C. becauie there qin be no difficnlty ia 
comprehending the fame moved to the left on the centre A. 
and the points F. Q. B. deicribing portions of fmaller circles, 
in the fame manner as the points F,. H. D. in this fignrd. 



r . 
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fo that the proper diftances between the ranks will 
be loft; for that reafon, when the divifions arc 
large, the beft way, and that which is almoft 
always pradifed, is to wheel in clofe order (8.). 

XIII. To teach the men to wheel with the 
ranks in clofe order, the fame methods are to be 
purfucd, as before direfted for wheeling by fingle 
•ranks (9). 

Firft, to praclife them in wheeling to the right Rg. j. ^jj ^^ 
and left, and to the right and left about (lo.)* 

Then to form them into two or more divifions ; Fig. 4, 5, 6, j. 
^d wheel them by divifions to the right and left 
about-, forming the company at the finifliing of 
each wheel, as diredled in §. vii. of this chap- 
ter { 1 1 .^ 

XIV. In wheeling upon the centre in clofe or- 
der, it muft be obferved, that each divifion is 
to turn upon the man on the flank of the cen- 
tre rank ; and that man is to be cautioned not 

to 



(8.) For the manner of doing this^ vide Chap. ii. Art. i. §• 

10. 

(9.) In order to explain the nature of the wheeling in three 
ranks in clofe order the better, we have in plate 47. given plans 
of all the different wheelings (the methods of doing which in 
fingle ranks we have already defcribed,} as done by three ranks 
in dole order, which, being perfectly analogous to thoie in plate 
46, need little farther explanation : We muft only remark that in 
the wheeling upon the centre in fig. 10. it muft be obferved, that 
the rear rank of the left-hand divifion is the front, and in fig. 11. 
the rear rank of the right-hand divifion is the front, as they are 
fiippoied to have juft finifhed the wheel, and not yet received the 
word of command to front. 

• (10.) Vide No. 4. of this chapter; and plate 47. fig. 2* 
and 3. - 

(II.) Vide, No. 5. of this chapter, and plate 47, fig. 4> 5, 6^ 7. 
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to ftir his heel off of the ground, but move round 
on it ; as has been before diredfced for the front 
rank in §. ii. of this chapter. The two men in the 
centre are to take care to come round together, 
and keep (houlder to ihoulder; the men in the 
centre of the front and rear ranks are likewife 
by no means to feparate ; therefore, in wheeling on 
the centre to the right, the front ranks (hould in- 
cline a little to the right ; ^nd the rear ranks tq 
the left ; and contrariwife in wheeling to the left. 

The words of command are the iame as befbit} 
Up^n the centre^ IVheel to the ri^htj 

March 1 

Plate 47. Upon the firft of which, the right-hand divifiort 
Fig. 10. goes to the right ^ho^t ; and at the fecond, March! | 

both divifions ftep off together, and wheel in the | 
manner as before direfted ; only that the rear rank 
of the right-hand divifion is now become the firft 
rank, and leads. ^ - 

At the words, HaUl Frmtl 

The divifion which faced comes again to the right 
about, and both divifions drefs with one ano-r 
dier. 

111. the fame manner, they wheel to the right 
about, 
pj^^ In wheeling to the left, or left about, exadly 

Fig. \u ^^ i^xG^ rules are to be obfervcd -, "only that the 

left-hand divifion gpes to the right about^ and its 
rear rank becomes the front. 

The fame rules that are given in §. x. of this 
chapter, for marching and wheeling by fingle ranks^ 
hold good with regard to doing it by divifions or 

companies \ 
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compames ; and the fame care is to be taken ta 
make them keep exa&ly parallel one with the 
other ; and eomc fquare up to their ground oa 
which they arfe to wheels and neither incline out- 
wards, nor begin to wheel too foon. 



A P. IV. 

Directions for Marching and* 
Wheeling by Platoons or 

Divisions. 

I. TN nnarching, the men muft be taught, to zfBamer 
X themfelves a foldier-ltke air, to hold their head& 
up, look to the right, and, when they pafs by ani 
Micer^ look him boldly in the face.; to keep their 
breafts forward, and thdn^ flioulders back ; to lift 
vp their feet, and extendtheir knees all together* 
at die fame time, their toes being turned out, and 
pointed rather downwards ; and let their feet dowa 
firm at once, but without f^atnping ; to pceferve their 
tanks even, and not to open their files v to carry their 
arms Well, preffing their piece well, agatnft their body,, 
thai ic may be fteady, and not waver; letting their 
right hand hax^ down by their right-iide, without 
any motion. 

li. The platoons or divi£ons (i.) muft march a 
modenus pace by.the cammon Sbtpy rather (low 

chaa\ 



•-*' 



(i*) To av9id uielefs repetitions of words,^ we flially in ge* 
neraly only ufe the word Platoon, though the (kine diredlions mud. 
be underilood, as ferving, likewife, for fubdiviiions and divifions* 
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than otherwife ; and the captain that leads the firft 
platoon or divifion, ought to be very careful not 
to advance too faft, which would oblige thofe in 
the rear to quicken their pace, and even to run in 
order to preferve their diftances ; which, befides its 
having a bad effeft, would hazard putting them in 
diforder, and prevent their (landing fteady and 
drelTing well immediately, upon the word being 
given to halt. 

III. The ranks of a platoon, in marching, muft 
be at equal diftances from one another, that is to fay, 
two paces ; the officers alfo are to keep equal dif- 
tances between their platoons or divifions, which arc 
not to exceed the extent of their frBnt. 

IV. The officers at the head of platoons muft ob- 
ferve to keep at equal diftances before them, and 
from one another, and carry their fufees fteady upon 
their right arms, and frequently look back to the 
right, to fee how they march. 

V. The officers who lead platoons, or ' divi- 
fions, muft march before the centre of them; 
if there _ be three or more officers at the head, 
the fubalterns on the right and left muft divide 
the ground equally between the right and left 
flank, the captain being in the centre. If there be 
only two officers, they divide the front equally be- 
tween them. The drummers muft keep oppofite the 
centre of the platoon; taking care ftriftly to^ ob- 
ferve their proper diftances from the officers, and 

from the men. N. B. The diftance between the 

officers and the front rank of the men is four paces ; 
between the drummers and the front rank of the 
men two paces. 

VL The 
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VI. The ofHcers arc to take care that the right 
flanks of the platoons cover one another cxadtJy, 
obferving however, in wheeling to the left, that 
they are then to cover the left flank of the platoon 
preceding them. 

VII. The oiEcers muft take particular care, when 
their platoons are to wheel, to make them came up 
fquare to the ground that they are to wheel upon, 
as direfted in Chap. iii. §. the loth. 

VIII. When a divifion comes to the ground upon 
which it is 'to wheel, the officer commanding it 

. gives the word of command, Clofe up ! upon which 
the front rank- men keep moving their feet only, but 
the rear ranks clofe brifkly up to the front -, the 
officer then gives the word. To the right (or left) 
frheel! 

Upon which the divifion wheels, taking care to 
ftep together, and wheel even*,^ as foon as it comes 
about, the officer gives the word. Halt ! Drefs ! upon 
which the divifion flands fafl and drcfTes at once. 
The officer then gives the word, March / upon which 
the front rank fleps off with the left feet together, 
afterwards the eentre and rear ranks, taking care 
to open to the diftance of two paces, as directed in 
Chap. ii. §. 10. 

IX. When the officer gives the word to the pla- 
toon tf> wheel, if it is to the right, the three ranks 
muft immediately look to the left ; and when they 
have wheeled, and the word Halt! is given, they 
muft at once look to the right again. 

X. In all wheelings, the ferjeants muft look to 
the flanks to fee that the rear ranks keep clofe up to 
the front ; they muft halt at once with their platoon, 
and ftep off with their left feet together with them. 
The front rank fteps off with the officer, and the 
rear ranks after the front in the manner already di- 

F reded^ 
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* reeled ; and take care . always that the men march 
even and fteady, carry their arms well, and open 
to their proper diftance in marching. 

The officers in the rear of the platoons muft wheel 
along with their platoon, taking care ftill to cover 
the fame files, and halt at the fame time, ilep- 
ping off together, as foon as the rear rank is got to 
its proper diftance, . 

XI. When a battalion is marching by platoons, 
and has a defile or gate to pafs through, the whole 
muft clofe up as clofe as poflible ; the fir ft platoon 
facing to the right, and marching through by files, 
pafTmg as quick as poflible and keeping clofe, as 
foon as they have got a little diftance from the de- 
file -, the officer will then give them the word. Front! 
Wheel to the right ! and then they continue their march 
with an even but flow pace, all the other platoons 
obferving the fame diredion : but, if the defile be 
wide enough for half the platoon to pafs, it will be 
better to break them into two divifions, and march 
through in that manner. The firft divifion, after it 
is throughi muft march very flowly the fhort ftep, 
to give the other divifion time to join it by the 
oblique long ftep, and then both drefs and advance 
very flowly. 

XII. When a battalion marching by platoons is 
to form fub-divifions, the adjutant will caution the 
officers leading the platoons which way they are to- 
incline, whether to the right or left ; at the word. 
Form fubdivijions ! they will march by the oblique 
ftep, forming the fubdivifions in the manner dire^ed 
in Chap. v. Art. iii. .§. 4. and 5. 

XIII. When the men are to ckb their firelocks in 
marching ; upon the word of command or fignal for 
it being given, the men are fco perform the firft mo- 
tion when they ftep with their right foot, the fecond 
when they ftep with their left, and the third when they 
ftep ag^ain with: their right foot^ ai^er which they muft 

ck>fe 
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clofe their files again, and halt a moment ; then all ftep 
off together with their left feet. The fame dirediona 
muft be obferved in coming again to the fhoulder. 
When the men club, the ferjeants are to club their 
halberts. 

C H A P. V. 

Directions for the Days of Exercise, 

by fingle Companies. 

Art. I. Of Smng and Viewing' the Cofhpatty andFcrm^ 
ing it into Ranks at the Place cf JJfmbly, 

1 A S foon as the ferjeants have feen, that 
* jtJL the men are properly drefled and accoutred^ 
they are to draw them up in a fingle rank, divided 
into three equal parts or divifions (1.) 

F 2 The 



(i.) The fizing of a company well contributes greatly to its 
good appearance ; for which reaibn it is proper, that it fhouldi 
be not a iittle attended to. 

Though the g^erai rule is, th^t the talleft men (hould be in 
the front rank, yet» if a man has a fine perfon, and is wetl 
^made, he ought to be pat into the fi-ont, in preference to one wh6 
is fomewhat taller, but not of fo good a figure. Each rank (hould 
alfo be fized feparately, placing the talleft men, on the flanks^ 
and die loweft in the centre : tms the ferjeants may do with great 
eafe, by having a fisbe-roll of the company; and in a very fhdrt 
time the men will e^a6Uy know their refpeflive places in the com- 
pany, and what rank and file they are to be in ; which is an af- 
fair of lio finall importance, in caue of being broken and put in 
itiforder, in order to rally and form again. For this rea&n they 

ought 
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The tailed man muft be placed on the right, the 
next fize on the left, and the loweft in the centre 
divifion. 

II. When the men are thus fized, they are to be 
' told off into three equal divifions, telling the right- 
hand man of the right-hand divifion, that he is the 
right of the front rank ; the left-hand m^n of the 
fame divifion, that he is the left of the front rank; 
the right and left-hand men of the centre divifion, 
that they arc the right and left of the (Tentre rank ; 
and the right and left-hand men of the divifion on 
the left, that they are the right and left-hand men 
of the rear rank. 

Each rank, likewife, is to be told off into two 
equal divifions, if the number of files be even ; if 
not, the advantage muft be given to the right hand 
divifion, which is the firft •, and the men in each rank 
that are right and left-hand men of the firft and fe- 
cond divifions are to be told fo, and cautioned to re- 
member exadly their poft in each divifion (2.) 

III. The 



ought to be cautioned ; always, when drawn up, to take particalar 
notice, and remember^ not only the rank and file they are in, but 
likewiie their file-leader, and right and left-hand men in the rank. 
(2.) We all along fuppoie the comp^anies to be of forty men 
each, according to the prefent eilablifhment in Norfolk, making 
thirteen files, exclufive of the hatchet-man ; and taking up in 
front thirteen paces* of two feet each ; the firft, or right hand 
divifion, confifling of ieven files ; the fecond, or left-hand divifion* 
of fix. But as the difference is very trifling, and would fcarce be 
perceptible on fo fmall a fcale, and the companies will not always 
be complete under arms ; we have in our plans, reprefented both 

I divifions as equal, or of fix files each. ^— - If the companies were 

• much more numerous, they fhould be divided into four divifions.; 

I in which cafe the captain * leads the firfl, and the enfign the 

third, the lieutenant bringing up the rear. In general, the rule 

j is, that the chief or commanding officer leads the whole, the fe- 

cond 
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III. The officers will then infpeft and examine 
the men, to fee that the ferjeants have done their 
duty, and that the men are exaftly fized, wel^^ 
drelled, and their cloaths, hats, and accoutrements 
clean, and put on in a foldier- like manner ; that 
their arms are clean and unloaded, and the locks 
in good order ; that the bayonets are bright and 
fix well ; and that their flints, or pieces of wood^ 
(which they ought to have on common days of 
exercife, inftead of flints -,) are well fcrewed and 
fattened in the cock. When they have feen that 
every thing is as it fhould be, and have corredted 

all faults ; they will then take pofl: with ordered fu- -phte 48. 
fees, at the diftance of four paces, or eight feet, be- Figure i 
fore the front of the men ; the captain facing and 
oppofite to the centre of the front rank, the *lieu- 
tenant to that of the rear rank, and the enfign to that 
of the centpe rank.' 

The ferjeants are to poft themfelves on the right 
of the front rank, in a line with the men; the drum- 
mers on the right of them, and the hatchet- men 
(if any) to the right of the drummers : The cor- 
porals are to be pofted on the right of the front and 
rear ranks, and the fix grenadiers are to be pofl:ed, 
two on the right of each rank, compofmg die t^e 
right-hand files (3.)' 

IV, This infpedtion bemg over, the company is 
to be formed into ranks *, the right-hand diyifion, as 
we obferved before, making the front rank, the cen- 
tre 



^m* 



cond in command brings: op the rear, and the others lead the inter- 
mediate divifions. 

The di£R=rent methods here laid down» for the marching olF ia 
two diviiionsy will ferve eqaally for four or any other nunbei^ 
as we (hall occafionally explain in the notes. 
• (3O A company inithis fituation is reprefentcd in plate 48. 
fig. I. 



\ 
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tre divifion the centre rank, and the lcft*hand divl^ 
fion the rear rank 5 in order to do this, the com- 
manding officer gives the word, 

To the right I Wheel and form your ranks ! Mat:cb ! 

At the word March^ the three ranks ftep off together 
Plate 48. with their left fcetj and wheel tb the right ; the front 
figure a. ya^k halts, as fopn as it has fihifhed the wheel ; but 

the centre Aid rear ranks move forward, and tlofe 
tip to the diftance of fix paces from bne another. 
The officers aire ndw to take their pofts in the fronts 
the captain in the centre, lieutenant on the Hght^ 
and enfign on the left \ one ferjeant on each flank 
of the front rank, the drummers and hatchet* meh 
to the right bf the front rank (4). 

V. It will be proper, in forming the fingle rank at 
fitft, to takfe care and place it as much as poffible in 
fuch a manne-r as to have room to wheel and form 
the ranks, and to march off by the right to the 
place where the company is to be exercifed, that be- 
ing the eafieft and moft regiilar manner of doing it \ 
however, as'oftentimes the fituation of the place df 
.aflembly may not allow of it, and there may not 
be room to form the ranks by wheeling \ the com- 
pany may be formed into ranks by the command? 
ing offic<sr, giving the word of command, 

Cenfre and'fear fatAsy Face'to i^e right! Msrcbl 

Upoh 



(4.) Plate 48. fig. 2. repreients a company, thus formed oy 
wheeling, and the ranks cloied up to ux paces diflance; the 
pricked lines a, i, c\ d. (hewing the places, where the two rear 
ranks finifti^d their wheel, and &om whence they advanced to th^ 
proper diflance. 

N. B. At open order^ the ranks are to be at fix paces afiinder ; 
Ifat clofe oti^f at one pace only, and in marching a!t two paies. 
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Upon the firft of which, the centre and rear ranks 
face to the right j and, at the word March, they 
double behind the front rank, and halt when the 
right-hand men of each rank are even with the right- 
hand men of the front rank \ then the officer gives 
the word. 

Halt! Frcnti 

On which both ranks face to the left, dreffing their 
ranks, and covering the file- leaders ex*6Uy. The 
lieutenant and enfign face with the centre and rear- Plate 48. 
ranks, and, as they double behind the front, march to J^g«r« 3- 
their pofts as before dire&ed in § the 4th, The lieu- 
tenant to the rights and the enfign to the left of the 
front rank. The captain remains in the centre (5). 

ART. 



(5.) The ranks will be then in'cloie order, and» if there is oc<^ 
cafion, may be then opened forwards or backwards, as fuits- the* 
groand beft ; to open forwards, the word is to be given. 

Front ranks t Advance to open order ! March ! 

At which the front and centre ranks flep off together with their 
left feet; the centre rank makes five paces and halts, bringing 
their feet iquare ; the front makes ten and does the fame, both ranks 
taking care to dreis immediately. 

To doie them backward, the word of command is^ 
Front ranks f to tie right about I March ! 

On which the front and centre ranks |0 to the right about ; at^ 
the word, March ! they ilep off with their left feet, and clofe back 
to. the rear ; the centre rank making five, and the front rank making- 
ten paces, and halt, bringing their feet fquare. 

Haki Front! 

The two raak» which doled come to the right aboott 
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ART. 11. \ 

Of Marching off the C^mpanjf to the Place of Exercife. 

I. X T r E fl^all now give feveral liiethods of march- 
VV ^"g ^ company oflf from. the place of af- 
fembly, and of forming it again, when it comes 
to its ground at the place of exercife; we do not 
pretend to fay that they are all equally eafy or ufe- 
tul ; but as the militia officers and men, will but 
very feldom have an opportunity^ of feeing any thing 
of a battalion and its evolutions, and then only 
for a very Ihort fpace of time; wt ire willing to 
give them as many different methods of marching 
and forming, that may be pradlifed by a fingle com- 
pany, as ¥^e can. 

* ForJ 
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To open backward, is performed as deferibed in explanations 44, 
45, ana46.,of the Manual Exercife, the words of Goounand being )^ 

Rear ranks to open or tier ! 
^arcb! tlidt! Front! 

^his manner of forming the ranks is reprefented in plate 48. 
figure 3« the letters a, ^. c. d, fhewin? the places of the ranks, when 
opened to the front; and $. f. g. h^ their places when opened to 
the rear. 
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FoF, when the men are once well grounded in 
facing, wheeling, and marching in fmall bodies ^ and 
are become attentive to the word of command, fo 
as to execute it readily, and without hefitation, as 
foon as given ; whatever is to be done in battalion^ 
will be vaftly eafy to them ; and the offices, by prac- 
tifing with their fingle companies occalionaily, the 
various manners which we have heregiven, of march- 
ing off, and forming ag^n ; will acquire an infjght 
into the ruture of the evolutions, fo as to be able, 
with a very little inftrudtion, to comprdiend apd 
perfornri all that will be required when the battalion 
is affembled; as it will be very little different from 
what they have already praftifed with their particu- 
lar cornpanies. The gentlemen of the regular forces 
mufl not laugh at us for this ; their being ib often 
exercifed in battalion, and having fo many general 
field-days, give them frequent opportunities of learn- 
ing their duty with great facility ; and they may- 
take 'their ideas at once (if I -may ufe the expref- 
fion) 'from the life*- and nature whereas we arc 
obliged to do it in miniature, and from fmall mo- 
dels. 

• 
II. One of the eafieft and befl manners of march- 
ing a company off to the place of exercife, on com- 
mon occafions where you do not want to parade, e- 
Jpecially if there are gates or other narrow pafTages 
ta go through 5 is to clofe the rear ranks to the front, 
then face the whole to the right, and march oiBT by 
the flank. The captain is to march at the head of 
Ihe centre of the firft file, the enfign on the flank 
of the front rank, and the lieutenant on the rear, piatc 4S. 
eppofite_to the centre of the laft file j the drummers Figure 4I 

G . juft 
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juft behind the captain, and the fcrjeants before the 
right and kit of the fiiit file (6), 

Ilf. But in general a company (ho«ld be marched 
off in two divifions. The right-hand divifion being 
the firft, led by the captain, the fecond by the en- 
fign, and the lieutenaftt bringing up the rear; th^ 
ferjeants are to be, the firft, on the right of the front 
rank of the firft divifion, the other, on the left of 
the front rank of the fecond divifion ; the drum- 
mers arc to fall in between the front rank of the firft 
divifion, and the captain that leads it ; ^ho is to bd 
advanced four paces before the front of his divifion ; 
and the hatchet-man twelve paces before him, with 
his firelock on his right-arm. The officers tnay ei- 
ther carry their fiifees on the right-arm, or in the 
fight-hand, as they chufe it, rill they come to the 
ground on which they are to form ; and then they 
xnuft carry their fufees on their right- arm. 

IV. If the company is to march off to the right;, 
after having clofed the rear ranks to the front, thc> 
commanding officer gives the word. 



Plate 4«. gr-^ ^^ y^^^ fyj^f 

Figure 5f • ' 



At 
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6. In doing this care moft be takea to make the men ftep of 
with their left feet all together at once, tnd not open their files t0 
above one pace diftance, observing the rules given in Chap. ii. (. 9» 
W there be any turnings, they wheel by files, following one a&o- 
dter as dofe as poffible* Vid* plate 48. fiygnre 4. 



At which both divifions wheel at the faftie tiifie t6 
the right, and march off; opening their ranks in 
inarching, as directed in Chap. ii. •§. lo. (7.). 

V. If It is to march to the left ; the firft divifion Plate 48. 
marches forward a few paces, and wheels to the^'g««6. 
left ; the lecond, as foon as the firft has finifhed its 
wheel, and is oppofitc to its right flank, begins to 
march forward 5 and, when the firft is paft its left 
flank, wheels aftct and follows it (8^, 

VI. If the company is to matth ftraight for- Plate 48. 
ward to the front ; one mfethod is, when th? officer Rgorc 7. 
that leads the firft, Or right-hand divifion, gives the 

Word March 1 for the officer commanding the fe- 
cohd divifion to give the wt>f d. 



t 



Wleel tif the rigbi \ 

At which the fecond divifion wheels to the right; as 
foon as it has finished the wheel, the officer again 
jgives the word, Wied to the left \ and wheels to the 

G 2 left. 



(7.) Vide plate 48. figure 5. where the two divifions are re* 
prefented, as having both wheeled together to the right, from a* 
ff}i, a|id front c. to ^. 

(S.) Vide plate 48. figure 6. the firft c^ivifioih h reprelented, as 

Jiaying J^md from a* tQ Ik and lurched on.paft the f dnt of the 
fecond divifion, which is advanced to e. e. and ready to wheel 

'Stposxh r* toy* 
, N. B./ ^di p^rtjcMUir Q$i:f r xonmapqiag a divifion is to eb- 
jSvve, .iind g;iv^ -the prpper wprds pf €Ofn,9|3n4 .t^ it> %o, m^i^ht 
halt, and wned at the proper Itimes, as direiEted by thefe expU- 
natioflff. 
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left, which brings it direftly on the ground of the 
firft divifion (9,). 

« 

VII. When there are many diviGons, this laft is 
the propereft, and moft. regular method; where 

Plate 48. there are only two, when the officer that leads the 
Figures. grft divifion gives the word, March! the officer 
commanding the fecond may order it to face to the 
right; and, as foon as the rear rank of the firft divi- 
fion is. got paft the front rank of the fecond, he 
gives the word March! upon which the fecond di- 
vifion marches by the flank, till it comes exaftly 
upon the ground on which the other ftood ^. then he 
gives the words. 

Halt! From! March! 

At the firft of which the divifion halts; at the 
fecond it faces to the left ; and at the word, March! 
follows the firft divifion Cio.). 

VIII. The fecond divifion may follow the firft 
by the oblique fl?ep; when the firft divifion has 
made three paces, the ofijcer commanding the fe- 
cond gives the word, 

pj^j^ jj^ Incline to the right ! March J 

Figure 9. 

Upon 



(9.) Vide plate 48. figure 7. where the fecond divifion has finifh*' 
ed the wheel to the right, from a. to 6. ,and is ready to wheel to 
the left, from c. to//, to follow the firft divifion, which is marched 
on. . 

(10.) Videpkte 48. figm'e 8. 
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Upon which it follows, marching by th^ oblique 
ftep to the right, tiU it covers the firft divifion-j 
and then marches forward after it (i i.j« 



ART. II. 

Of B arming the Company and Drawing it up on the 

Place of Exercife. 

L TT THEN a company wheels in order to fornf, 

y Y as foon as the captain comes upon the 

ground where he intends to halt, he faces to his di- 

vifion, and gives the word Halt! At which the 

drum- 



(it.) Vide plate 4^-. figure 9. where the fecond dhrifion has 
followed, by the oblique Hep, from a, b, to r. J, till it covers the 
firft. 

The directions, here given for marching in two divisions, will * 
ferve equally for any number, and confequently fhow the manner 
of marching off* a whole battalion by dividons or companies. If 
there are more than two divifions, and they are to march to the 
right ; all the divifions wheel at die fame time to the right; if to 
the left ; each divifion marches forward, when that divifion which 
was on its right has finifhed Its wheel ; and wheels after it to the 
left, as fbon as it has paffed its front; 

If they* are to march ftraight forward,' and there are more than* 
two divifions ; all muft wheel to the right, except the right-hand- 
one, which marches ftraight forward ; and; as each divifion wheels 
to the left, the others follow -up in fucceffion to its ground ; and - 
wheel likewife to the left after it, covering the divifions before^ 
them. 

As the marching of the companies by ranks of fours is £>me^ 
times p^nfttfed at ,a review, we fliall jufi mention tbie method of 

doing,; 
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drummers advance to the front ten paces, beating 
the troop, and take poft oppofite to the centre of the 
company. The hatchet- man does the fame, only 
two paces more advanced than the drummers ; and 
they come to the right about together, facing the 
men. The lieutenant andenfign when they come up 
take poft, the lieutenant on the right, the enfign to 
the left, four paces advanced before the front, and 
face the men •, the captain pofts himfelf before the 
centre. When the captain has feen that the men 
drefs well, and the files cover as they fhould do ; he 
gives a fignal to the other officers, and they all go 
to the right about together j the drummers then 
ceafe beating. 

IL To 



dik 



doing it. iThe ranks being at open order». all the three ranks 
wheel together to the right by fours ; then the right-hand four 
of the front rank of the company on the right, wheel to the leftt 
and inarch forward i the whole front ritnk following up by ranks 
of four ; wheeling to the left upon the iame ground, aad mvch- 
ing forward likewife after the firH. When the laft four of thd 
front rank wheel to the left, the right-hand four of the centre 
rank do the fame, and that rank marches oiF in the &me manoer 
as the front rank did. The right hand four lof the r^ar raol^. 
wheel with the laft of the centre rank, and that rai^k n^arcbes off 
as the centre rank did. After that, the r^ht«hand compfimf 
advances on to the ground of the firft* and march^ €kff exadly 
in the fame manner as • that did; die front mnlc &rft, ^b^zt 
the centre rank> and then the rear-ra^k. The ^thet companiet 
follow fucceffively, till they are all marchefl off. Wbe^ thegr 
come round to the left of the ground that they were i^pon <at firft> 
the front rank of each company wheels to^h^ }eft,v;ifi4 iP4Hhe» 
along the ground where the front rank flood ; the centre and rfllir 
>anks pafs the front raqk^ and do the ia^e, ^on ^lilp^^willfre'jthe 
centre and rear ranks ileod ; when .thenght-hsjind cpoj^uiiy QMttt9 
'tipon the ground where it Hood before, it halts, dnd each com- 
ipany does the fame upon its own ground, then they wheel to the 
reft by foors, which fronts them exadUy as they we;re at firft. 
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n. To form a company upon its ground, dthcr 
for review or exercife, it muft be confidertd, whe- 
ther it comes 'on to it from the right, left, or rear \ 
if it Comes from the left, as foon as the firft divifion 
comes within the breadth of its front of the rightPIatc 49. 
of the ground that they are to form upon, both di-^*8^^ *^* 
vifions wheel to the left, at the fame time ; and, 
having finished their wheel, hale together, dreffing 
their front even with one another (12. )• 

III. When a company comes to its ground frompiate 49. 
the right, the firft divifion wheels to the right, and, Figure ii« 
advancing fix or eight paces to the front, halts on its 
ground ; the fecond divifion, as foon as it has paffed 
behind the rear of the firft, and is even with its 
left-hand file, wheels to the left, and joins the left 
flank of the firft, dreffing its ranks with it. The 
officers, drumnrcrs, &c. poft themfclvcs as in the 
fdrmer explanation (13.)- 

IV. A 



rfAi 



*«Mil*M 



>(i<2'.)^Yi<le plate 49.- figure z. in which: both divifions are re« 
prefented as adtually upon the wheel, from «. to h, and c. to d* 
fiom w henc e they iUvaut e , and drefs with one anoctier ftt >. f,' 
This (hews alfo, that the fecond divifion muft flacken its motion* 
in wheelkrg, fi» as not to interfere with the rear rank cf the- 
filft. 

(13.) This is f c pr e fe nted m plate 49. figare iii The fi)^« 
divifion after having wheeled from «. to h. advances tx^ f^g* to 
give the Second, which follows it, room to pafs by its rear. At 
Ja&tk as ^e front rank of that divifion is even with the teft flank 
of the fitft, it wheels from e. to d and advances to $, f. drefline; 
its ranks with the firft ; in the pism the fecond divifion has finiflied' 
the wheel, and the firft is reprefented as juft aboat to halt; the' 
drummers not being yet advanced^ and Uif captain fiiU at tkr^ 
head of die dMfioiu 
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IV. A company that comes diredly up from the 
Plate 49. tear, may be formed by the oblique ftep : the fecond 
Figure 12. divifion inclining to the left, after the firft has halted, 

till the right flank of the fecond is even with the 
left of the flrft -, and then marching ilraight for* • 
ward ( 1 40- 

V. The firft divifion may likewife, in marching, 
incline to the right by the oblique ftep ; while the" 

Pkte 49. fecond inclines to the left, till the left flank of the 
Figure 13. firft is clear of the right flank of the fecond divifion ; 

and then they both march ftraight forward : the firft 
divifion making fliort fteps, and the fecond making 
long fteps, in order to come up and dreis with the 

firft (15.)- 

Plate 49. VI. It may likewife be doae by the fecond divi- 

Figure 14, jQon wheeling to the left, and again to the right, 

and then marching up to drefs even with the front 

of the firft divifion (16.) 

Plate 49. VII. When a company is thus formed, the rear 

Figure 15. ranks are to take their diftance of fix paces, as di- 
rected 



«^ 



(14.) Vide plate 49. figure 12. when the firft divifion halts at a. 
h. the fecond inclines to e. and then advances to d, a, dreffing 
with the firft divifion ; thie officers and drummers .are reprefented 
as not yet having taken their pofts. 

(15.) The dotted lines at a. plate 49. figure 15. reprefentthe place 
of the firft divifion when they i>oth began to incline to the right and 
left; and thofe at b. that of the fecond; the pricked hues at 
c. reprefent the ground they are to come up to, and wiiere the 
firft divifion is fuppoied to be halted. 

(16) Plate 49. figure 1 4. (hows the two wheels of the fecond divi- 
fion from tf. to b* and from c. to d^ The very fame direftipns will 
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refted in explanation iliv. of the Manual; the ftr- 
ieants fall back into the rear, at four paces diftance 
behind the men ; the drummers advance ten paces 
to the front, and face to the right about to the com- 
pany. The hatchet-man polls himfelf two paces 
beyond the drummers, and likewife comes to the 
tight about facing the com^pany. 

VIII. The captain then ftces to the right about, Plate 49. 
and advances twelve paces to the front, and comes Figure i6. 
again to the right about. The drummer^ are then 
pofted on his right. The lieutenant and enfign, 

when the captain advances, faU in on the flanks of 
^he front ranlc ; the lieutenant to the right, and en- 
fign to the left 5 the ferjeants come up to the right 
and left flanks of the rear rank. 

« 

IX. In this (kuation, the captain, or command- piate 4^. 
Ing officer, will make them go through the Manual Figure 17, 
Exerctfe, and fuch parts of the firings as he fliall 

think proper (17); after wWch he will pra(9ife them in 
marching, both ftraight forward, and by the oblique 
ilep ; and Kkewife in wheeling \ and in the various 
-methods of marching 0% ax)d &rxiiing by diviilonsj, 
Part II« H as 



«faiB^ 



ierve for forming any number ofdivifions into companies or battalions. 
Jf they come from the left, they all wheel at once to the left, as ibon as 
they are all come upon their proper ground ; which is, when the 
^rftdivifion is withm the breadtn of its front, from the right of 
the ground it is to form upon. If they come from the right, the 
£rft divifion wheels to the right and aidvances : the reft follow* 
ingiiicceflively, and doing the fame, as in Art. ii. §.3. of this 
'Chapter. If from the rear, they may form by the methods di« 
refted in {. 4*, 5, 6. as ihall be found moft convenient. 

(17.) When the I'ear ranks dofe to the front, in order to per- 
form the firings, the officers and ierjeants are to keep their pofts 
as before : and the feijeants dofe up with the rear rank, as in 
plate 49* figure 17. 



5« 
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as before direfted ; and, when they have done as 
much of thefe things as fliall be fufficient, he wiN 
march them back to the place of aflembly, in the 
fame manner as they marched from thence, and 
draw them up there. He then will give the words 
of command to open their ' ranks, and order their 
firelocks ; and the officers will again infpedt the 
arms and accoutrements, to fee if they ^re clean 
and in order ^ and caufe the ferjeants to take an ac- 
count of what is broken or amifs, and give fuch 
other orders as fhall be necefTary; after which he 
will command them to reft, fhoulder, and club their 
firelocks •, and then give the word, To the right about I 
and difmifs them with the ruffle of a drum, (i8.) 



(18.) If the men are to lodge their arms in a houfe, church, 
or other place, that they can conveniently march into, the- of- 
ficers may make them refl their firelocks, ' and then give die word. 

Face to the right t 

and fo make each rank file ofF with recovered arms fingly from 
the right, the centre rank following as foon as the front rank hss 
marched ofi> and then the rear rank^^ the drum beating the 
troop. 
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THERE has lately been commumcated to us a method 
of fizing and forming a company, which appears 16 
us fo eafy, and at the fame time fo regular and elegant, 
that we cannot forbear giving it here, though out of its 
proper place, and recommending the praflice of it. The 
author of it wc are affured is an able and experienced officer 
of the army, whofe name we have not the pleafure of 
knowing ; tt is as follows ; Having an exadt fize-roll of 
your company, you begin with the loweft man, placing 
Ijim in the centre, the next taller on the left, the next 
above him on the right, and fo on alternately, formirig"A 
rank entire, till the talleft of all are on the flanks ; you 
then tell off the rank into fix divifions, telling the divifion 
on the right, and that on the left, that they are the front 
rank ; the two divifions from the right and left nearer the 
centre, that they are the rear rank ; and the two divifions 
in the centre, that they are the centre rank. You thea 
give the words. 

Form your ranks ^ March ! Halt ! 

At the word, March^ the two divifions on the flanks, 
and the two centre divifions, all ftep ofF together with 
their left feet, the flank divifions making twelve paces, 
and the centre divifions fix ; and halt when they have 
made their number of paces, bringing their feet up fquare. 
You then give the word,^ 

To the right and left^ March ! 

Tf pon which the two divifions of the front rank, and thofe 
of the rear rank^ face thgfe qvk the right to the left, and 

thofe 
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thofe on the left to the right, and at the word^ Marcht 
ftep off together, and march till they join the centre at a* 
and^* as foon as you have done this, you give the word. 

Halt / Front f 

tTpon which they all face to the right and left) to their pr9^ 
|)er front. 

The company is by this means at once formed into 
three ranks, the firft rank being compofed of the talleft 
men, the rear rank of thofe next In fize, and the centre 
of the loweft ji and each of thofe ranks fized from the right 
and left. 

This method may be varied either by caufing the two 
divifions of the centre rank to ftand, and the two of th^ 
rear rank to go to the right abput* When the front rank 
"divifions advance and then hc^ to the right and left, join % 
or the two centre ranks and rear rank divifions to fall back^ 
and the front rank ftand. But that muft be determined hf 
the nature of the |;rpttnd zxA fituatioa* 






. Addition: fo Mote ift. Page fp. 

SINCE the printing off of thi8, we have had the plea - 
fore offering the 67tb and 72d regiments of foot \ 
march, and perform thetr evolutions, with the great- 
eft order and regularity, to the found of the life ; 
keeping; the moft exa£): time and ca^^nce : and We 
havje I ike wife found upon trial, that our militia men 
may be brought to do it, with much lefs^ diffi- 
culty than we could have imagined. Theeffe<9:of 
the muiick in regulating the ft^p, land making the 
men keep thdr wder, is really very eKtraordilnarjr; 
and experience leems fully to confirm Mardial Saice's 
opinion ; who aflerts, that it is the beft and indeed die 
only method of teaching troops to match well ; and 
<5f making a large bbdy-(efpeciallyof My confidera- 
ble depth,) move all together; and advance fafter or 
llower as may be required, in a regular uniform 
manner, vdthout opening its ranks, or &Uing into 
diforder. 

PahtII. I Ai>- 



m. 



* Ges^ Wblft^f aad the Duke of Rfehaiond'tf^ 



Addition to Note jd^Page zi. 

TJERHAPS we fhall explain ourfel ves better, by 
JK faying that the eflential point in the performance 
of this ftep, is the carrying the foot conftantly for- 
ward, with an eafy motion, and near the ground, fo 
as always to advance 4 which indeed is juft what every 
man does in his natural way of walking,; only in 
marching the time is a little more marked ; whereas in 
the old method of marching, the foot is lifted up hi^ 
and advanced forward^ but is brought back again, 
and fet down on the ground very near the other,; 
which is not only ftiflf apd unnatur^ to the hij^heitl: 
degree, but a lots of time and motion. In the way* 
in which the two r^^ments before nientione^ 
perform it^ it appears no other than an eafy genteel 
manner of walking in cadence ; but we muft obferve 
that tb^y remit a Uctle of the exa<5knefa of the Prulfi?ins, 
< who perfc^m it yaQ: as we have, delcnhed ;) and dp 
not keep the knee fp ftra^ght, nor the ballance qf 
the body fo far back, nor 'mark the time fo'ftrongly 
a^; they do : which certsainly takes off that appearance 
of ftifihefs and dancing, which fome have objected to 
the Pruflian ftep ; though we muft think without rea- 
fon, and that when well executed it hasthe moft graceful 
and miilitary appearance iniaginablev but they pro- 
ceed on the fame principles, and begin to teach their 
young recruits in the manner that we have here di - 
refted^ till they have got the true ballance of the 
body, and time of the ftep -, and then they eafily 
make them lofe that air of ftifFnefs and con- 
^raintwhichnecefiarily attends all firft attempts at any 
'€xercife. 



Addition to Chap. 2d« Art« 2d. §. VI. . 

: : f. .' . • - . ■ .' • 

THEftfi is another method which wfc have feert 
priftifed by the 67th and 72d regiments, which 
has a moft excellent efiedt ; and that is the acciiftomin^ 
the men to tuhi to the right or left, or to the right and 
left about, in marching, without halting, or IdHng the 
ftepi This js <lone by each man turning tirigly ; in t^o 
fteps, if only to thd right or left, ftcpping- off fot^ 
ivard at the third ; and in four, if to the right or 
left about, ftepping off at the fifth : they mud ob- 
ferve not to advance in the leaft in turning -, but to 
turn ' eacTi man precifely upon "hTs own ground,' anti 
to keep the time of the ftep exaftly. This method 
greatly facilitates and abridges the performance of 
^nany qf t\it evolucipijs; which by thjs means w-eex- 
ecuted without halting the mien in order to face them ; 
and confequently cauf^ the eivolutions to be perfqrnied 
much quicker, and with more accuracy ; as the men 
conftantly keep a uniform and regular ftep. This alio 
vre have endeavoured to teach our militia men, and 
find that we iucfiefid- in it^beyond our expeftations, 
^nd that they lcarft4|. without much difficulty. 

I 2 Ad^ 






Addition to Chap. 4th. §. VIII. Pag. 41. 

i\r.ff.^Tr^HE halt here muft be bnty mbmchtarjr ; 
X juft that the men may recover the ftep ; 
and the word March ! Ihould be given, almoft in the 
Ame j^th'Wfth'thofe^Vi^/ Z>r^/ the infttn( 
(he officer fees that the me^^ ure drci]^« ai^ ready 
to (Up off with the left fett. Whep i^y march fp 
(well as not to I^e the ^p in wheeliDAi thefe wordi 
of Gommapd rmf be omitted % anii Should always 
beg^ven in rather a low voice; fi> a9 to be heanji 
Dplf bf die divifton that chey ftre addrefled to« 



\* Gentlemen are defined nottobindtheflrft and 
fecond Parts, as a third will be publi&ed with all con'* 
vcnicntlpccd. 
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